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TURKISH AND MONTENEGRIN River NAVIGATION 
CONVENTION. 

The following is a copy of a notice issued by the Foreign Office 
on the 16th July last :-— 

A convention has been recently concluded between the Turkish 
and Montenegrin Governments for the regulation of the Drin and 
Boyana Rivers. This convention necessitates certain engineerin 
operations by a company to which the Ministry of Public Works 
at Constantinople invites the attention of capitalists. 

The information in possession of Her Majesty’s Government on 
the subject can be seen on personal application at the Commercial 
Department of the Foreign Office. 


TENDERS FOR BuLGartan Pupiic Works. 

The following is a copy of a notice issued by the Foreign 
Office on the 2nd August last :— 

With reference to the notice published in the middle of last 
May respecting tenders for lighting the town of Sofia by 
electricity, a despatch has been received at the Foreign Office 
from Her Majesty’s Agent and Consul-General in that city, 
stating that the adjudication will take place in the course of the 
next six weeks, and that any British firms desirous of competing 
should lose no time in communicating with Monsieur D. A. Zenow, 
of Sofia, or directly with the mayor of that city, Monsieur 
D. Petkoff. 

The Bulgarian Government also expect in the course of the 
next few months to be ina position to receive tenders for the 
proposed line of railway from Kaspichan to Tirnovo, Plevna, 
Sofia, and Kustendil, respecting which a notice was published in 
the beginning of January last. 

In a further notice dated the 7th August the Foreign Office 
says 

The municipality of Tirnovo (Bulgaria) invite tenders for the 
supply of certain water-pipes and conduits. The adjudication 
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will take place in September next. Intending competitors should 
apply for plans and further information to the municipality at 
Tirnovo, but a copy of the notice in the Bulgarian Official Gazette 
can be seen at the Commercial Department of the Foreign Office. 


INspECTORS OF WEIGHTS AND MEASURES. 
The following inspectors of weights and measures have, during 
the month of July 1890, passed the examination provided for in 
the 11th section of the Weights and Measures Act, 1889 :— 


Barker, Samuel Thomas - - Macclesfield. 

Cooke, Edward - - Gloucestershire. 
Dawson, William Henry - Kingston-upon-Hull. 
Elliot, Thomas’ - - - London County. — 
Houghton, Robert Alfred - Surrey. 

Kinsey, Edward - - Gloucester. 

Stangoe, Daniel - - - Gloucestershire. 
Tomlin, William - Middlesex. 

Tyler, Waiter - - - Middlesex. 
Williams, John - - Breconshire. 


ProvistonaAL OrpDER CONFIRMATION BILLs. 


The following is a copy of a letter which has been addressed 
by the Board of Trade to various parliamentary agents on the 
subject of the inconvenience that is caused by the late introduc- 
tion of Provisional Order Confirmation Bills into Parliament :— 


Sir, 

I am directed by the Board of Trade to inform you that 
they have received a communication from the Chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means in the House of Commons, stating 
that in consequence of the inconvenience that is caused by the 
late introduction of Provisional Order Confirmation Bills into 
Parliament, he proposes early next session to move a_ sessional 
order, with a view to its being hereafter made a standing order 
if experience shows such a course to be desirable, providing that 
no Bill originating in the House of Commons confirming any 
provisional order or provisional certificate shall be read a_ first 
time after the Whitsuntide recess, 

The Board of Trade think it is important that intending 
promoters of provisional orders should have early notice of the 
proposed addition to the sessional orders, and they take this 
opportunity of pointing out that in order to enable the depart- 
ment to comply with the proposed order it will be necessary for 
them to require a strict compliance on the part of promoters with 
the rules relating to application for provisional orders, more 
especially with those that prescribe the time for produciug the 
consent of the local authority, and for completing the proofs of 
compliance with the rules. 

With respect to the procedure in the case of pilotage pro- 
visional orders, it is the intention of the Board of Trade to prepare 
special regulations. In the meanwhile, I am to state that all 
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applications for such orders should be made not later than the 
30th November in each year, and should be accompanied by six 
printed copies of the draft order, and also, as in the case of other 
provisional orders, by a fee of 351 The necessary proofs of 
compliance with the provisions of the Act as regards publication 
should be completed Ly the 10th January. 

IT am to add that the Board of Trade propose to amend the 
rules under the Electric Lighting Acts, with a view of facilitating 
the preliminary stages of application for provisional orders under 
those Acts. 

I am, &e., 
(Signed) Henry G. Catorart. 


Srate OF THE SkintED LABOUR MARKET. 


The follosing memorandum has been prepared for the Board of 
Trade Journal by the Labour Correspondent to the Board of 
Trade :— 

The labour market during the past month has been again in a 
highly disturbed condition, and, chiefly by reason of the numerous 
strikes which have taken place, there is some increase in the 
number of skilled artisans who are out of employment. While only 
79 strikes were noted during the month of June, there were 
99 strikes and 1 lock-out recorded in July. Of these, 17 took 
place in the cotton trade, and 9 in the woollen trade; 14 were 
strikes of seamen and of dock labourers; 12 were in the manu- 
facture of iron and steel trades; 6 in coal mining; 7: in the 
various branches of the building trades; 2 in shipbuilding ; 
2 in engineering; and the remainder were in miscellaneous 
industries. Thus, the hopes raised last month by the decline in 
the number of strikes have not been realised and the general 
condition of the labour market is by no means settled or so well 
assured as it was a few months ago. 

Twenty-one societies, representing skilled industries, have 
reported on the state of their respective labour markets. These 
unions have an aggregate membership of 226,980, and of this 
total, 5,171 were out of work at the end of July, as against 4,215 
for the month preceding. The per-centage for the past month was 
therefore 2°28, as against 1°88 for the previous month. This 
increase in the numbers of unemployed cannot be said to be 
confined to any particular trade or group of trades, but is 
generally distributed over all the industries represented. 

Only five trades can be described as “ very good,” and even 
those show a slight falling away from the figures of the previous 
month; seven continue to be described as “good,” while the 
remaining nine are content to speak of themselves as “ moderate.” 
The figures now are somewhat worse than those of a year ago, 
when the proportion of those not in work was 1:7 per cent. In 
the corresponding month of 1888 the proportion stood at 4°6 
per cent. 
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I.—QUARANTINE NOTICES. 


Russia. 


The following is a telegram, dated July 5th, from Her Majesty’s 
Representative at St. Petersburg :—‘* According to Russian press 
“ Medical Board here have telegraphed to Governor-General of 
* Odessa that Spanish ports must be considered suspected.” 

The Board of Trade have received, through the Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs, the following telegram, dated July 23rd, 
from Her Majesty’s Representative at Batoum:—“ All vessels 
‘* arriving within three months after leaving Japanese or Spanish 
* ports and Gibraltar now subjected to three days’ quarantine,” 


PORTUGAL. 


The following is a copy of a telegram, dated July 18th, from 
Her Majesty’s Representative at Lisbon :—“ Port of Pernambuco 
free from yellow fever from 29th June.” 

The following telegram, dated July 22nd, is fram Her Majesty’s 
Representative at Lisbon :—* Malaga free from yeliow fever from 
Ist July.” 

The ‘Following isa copy of a telegram, dated June 27, from 
Her Majesty’s Representative at Lisbon :;—Importation of pulse, 
“ fruits, and vegetables, and also of rags and articles of bedding 
* prohibited by sea, and through the frontier ports of provinces 
* of Valencia and Alicante declared to be infected with cholera ; 
* and all Spanish ports in the Mediterranean and in the Atlantic, 
** as far as Algarve, are suspected of cholera.” 


PortuGaAL—A ZORES. 


The Board «f Trade have received, through the Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs, a despatch, dated the 15th July, from 
Her Majesty’s Representative at St. Michael’s, announcing that 
small-pox may be considered extinct in the city of Ponta Delgada 
and neighbourhood. 


SPAIN. 


The following telegram, dated the 4th July, is from Her 
Majesty’s Representative at Madrid :—* Port of Cullera, in the 
province of Valencia, declared foul.” 

The following is a copy of a telegram, dated the 5th July, from 
Her Majesty’s Representative at Madrid :—* Reference to my 
“ telegram of yesterday. Announcement respecting port of 
* Cullera annulled; port subject to same regulations as other 
Valencian ports.” 
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GIBRALTAR. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies, the following telegram, dated the 26th 
June, from the Governor of Gibraltar : —“‘ Board of Health 
** imposed, on vessels arriving poris between Cape Palos and 
* mouths of Ebro, 21 days’ quarantine, an | 10 days’ quarantine 
‘* other Spanish ports to the cast of Gibraltar.” 


GREECE. 


The following is a copy of a telegram, dated 28th June, from 
Her Majesty’s Representative at Atheus :—“ Five days’ observa- 
** tion imposed on vessels leaving Spanish ports on and after the 
18th June.’ 

A despatch from Her Majesty's Representative at Athens 
reports that by a decree published in the Official Gazette of the 
14th (26th) June an observation of five days has been imposed 
upon arrivals from the ports on the coast of Spain, to be applied 
to ships and steamers which sailed on and after the 6th (18th) 
June, 


TURKEY. 


A despatch, dated the 6th July, from Her Majesty’s Represen- 
tative at Constantinople, reports that the quarantine imposed upon 
arrivals from the Mediterranean ports of Spain has been increased 
to ten days. 


RouMANIA, 


The Board of ‘Trade have received, through the Secretary of 
State for Forcign Affairs, the following telegram, dated the 5th 
July, from Her Majesty’s Representative at Bucharest :—“ No 
“ vessels from Spain, which have not performed quarantine at 
“ Smyrna, Beyrout, or Tripoli of Barbary, will be admitted, until 
“ further notice, into Sulina and Kustendje.” 
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BULGARIA. 


In consequence of the outbreak of cholera in Spain, the sanitary 
authorities at Varna, Bourgas, and Balchik have been instructed 
to visit all vessels clearing from Spanish ports on and after June 
3rd (15th), and to take such prophylactory measures respecting 
them as may be thought necessary. 

A despatch, dated July 29th, from Her Majesty’s Representa- 
tive at Sofia, states that vessels clearing from Spanish ports since 
the 3rd (15th) of June last will be subjected to five days 
quaratine at Varna, Bourgas, and Balchik, unless they have 
already undergone the same at Ottoman ports. 


Cyprus. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies, the following telegram, dated the 18th 
July, from the High Commissioner of Cyprus :—* ‘Ten days’ 
quarantine on arrivals from Spain and Balearic Islands.” 


Matra. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Secretary of 
State for ‘the Colonies, a copy of a notice-dated the 21st June, 
from the Governor of Malta, directing that arrivals from any ports 
in Southern Europe from Cape St. Vincent eastwards, in Turkey 
in Asia, and in Northern Africa cast of Tangier, are to be 
subjected to strict medical inspection. Passengers arriving from 
any of the above-mentioned ports will not be permitted to Jand 
at Malta, unless they produce satisfactory evidence that they have 
not resided or been in the kingdom of Spain for the month 
immediately preceding the date of their embarkation. Soiled 
linen and wearing apparel are not allowed to be landed in Malta 
from any ship arriving from the above-mentioned ports, except 
after disinfection at the lazaretto. 

The following notice, dated the 9th July, from the Governor 
of Maita, has also been received :— 

His Excellency the Governor, having taken the opinion of the 
Board of Health, has been pleased to revoke Government Notices 
No. 92 and No. 94, dated respectively the 17th and the 21st June 
last, and to direct as fullows :— 

Vessels having left Spain or the Balearic Islands within 30 days 
shall not be admitted into this port. 

Vessels, other than men-of-war and mail boats, provided with 
licensed medical officers, shall be subjected to strict medical 
inspection on arrival from any ports in Southern Enrope from 
Cape St. Vincent, eastwards, in Turkey in Asia and in Northern 
Africa, east of Tangiers. 
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Passengers arriving from any of the above-mentioned ports will 
not be perinitted to land unless they produce satisfactory evidence 
that they have not resided or been in the kingdom of Spain 
for the 39 days immediately preceding the date of their arrival at 
this port. 

Soiled linen and wearing apparel shall not be allowed to be 
landed from any ship which may be under any suspivion of 
contagious or infectious disease except after disinfection at the 
lazaretto, or at such other place as may be appointed by the 
Superintendent of the Ports. 


Ea@yrt. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs, the following telegram, dated July 30th, 
from Her Majesty’ Representative at Alexandria :—* Strict 
“ quarantine on arrivals from Hedjaz, in Egypt, and all Red Sea 
“ ports of Arabia.” 

The following is a copy of a telegram, dated August Ist, from 
Iler Majesty’s Representative at Alexandria :—“ Arrivals from 
Island Galesong, Dutch Indies, placed in quarantine in Egypt.” 


Morocco, 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs, the following telegram, dated the 7th 
July, from Her Majesty’s Representative at Tangier :—‘ Arrivals 
“ from ports comprised between Gibraltar and Portuguese frontier 
“ admitted to free pratique at ‘l'angier, after medical examination. 
“ Passenger and cargo must have certificates showing they have 
** not been in infected districts preceding 10 days.” 

A further telegram, dated the 30th June, says :—* Referring 
“ to my telegram of June 24th, quarantine on arrivals from not 
* infected Spanish Mediterranean ports has been raised to 10 
* days; other ports as before.” 
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ARABIA, 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs, the following telegram, dated July 31st, 
from Iler Majesty’s Representative at Jeddah :—* Cholera appeared 
at Muna, 28th instant ; continues at Mecca.” 
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II1.—POST OFFICE NOTICES. 


Mains FoR THE WEsT AND Soutu-West Coasts oF AFRIOA, 


The foliowing statement shows the ports of call for the mail 
packets leaving Liverpool for the West and South-West Coasts of 
Africa during the remainder of the month of August 1890 :— 

Saturday, 16th August.—Madeira, Teneriffe, Grand Canary, 
Sierra Leone, Sherbro, Monrovia, Kroo Coast, Grand Bassam, 
Axim, Cape Coast Castle, Accra, Quitta, Lagos, Forcados, Brass, 
Akassa, and Opobo. 

Wednesday, 20th August.—Grand Canary, Kroo Coast, Accra, 
Bonny, Old Calabar, Fernando Po, Cameroons, Eloby, Gaboon, 
St. Thomas, Loango, Black Point, Landana, Congo, Ambrizette, 
Kinsembo, Ambriz, and Loanda. 

Saturday, 23rd August.—Grand Canary, Gorce, Dakar, 
Bathurst, Sierra Leone, Sherbro, Grand Bassa, Kroo Coast, Half 
Jack, Cape Coast Castle, Salt Pond, Accra, Addah, Lagos, 
Forcados, Benin, and New Calabar. 

Saturday, 30th August.—Madeira, Teneriffe, Grand Canary, 
Sierra Leone, Sherbro; Monrovia, Kroo Coast, Grand Bassam, 
Axim, Cape Coast Castle, Accra, Quitta, Lagos, Forcados, Brass, 
Akassa, and Opobo. 


Parcet Post with Siam AND Morocco. 


Siam.—Parcels can now be accepted at any post office for 
transmission to Bangkok, Siam. Parcels for other places in Siam 
can only be forwarded if endorsed “ ‘lo be claimed at Bangkok.” 

The following are the chief special regulations for the parcel post 
with Siam :— 

Postage.—Not exceeding 1 lb., 10d. ; for each additional pound 
or fraction of a pound, 10d. 


Despatch of Parcels—Parcels for Siam will be despatched from 
London every alternate Wednesday morning, commencing August 
6th, vid Gibraltar and Singapore. 

Limits of Weight and Size.—No parcel may excéed 11 Ibs, 
in weight, 3 ft. 6 ins. in length, or 6 {t. in length and girth 
combined. 

Morocco.—Parcels can also be accepted for the following places 
in Morocco: Casablanca, Mazagan, Mogador, Rabat, and Safi. 
(As to parcels for Tangier inquire at any post ottice.) 

Despatch and Delivery.—Parcels for these places will be 
despatched from London to Hamburg every Wednesday, Thursday, 
and Saturday mornings. 


\ 
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IV.—TARIFF CHANGES AND CUSTOMS 
REGULATIONS. 


Russia. 


Official Value of the Paper Rouble. 


Mr. Audley Gosling, Her Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires at 
St. Petersburg, in a despatch to the Foreign Office, dated the 
9th July, says that during the quarter from July Ist (13th) to 
October Ist (13th), the credit rouble (paper) has been fixed as 
the equivalent of 70 copecks in gold, as against 65 copecks in the 
past quarter, in the payment of Russian Customs duties. 


Regulations affecting Loading of Grain at Odessa. 


As a desire has been expressed by persons interested in the 
grain trade to be acquainted with the regulations framed in 1883 
for the loading of vessels with grain in the Odessa quarantine 
harbour by means of the railway, to which reference was made on 
p- 108 of the January (1889) number of the Board of Trade 
Journal, these regulations have been obtained by the Foreign Office, 
and the following translation of them is published for general 
information :— 

1. On the eve of the day on which a vessel is perfectly ready 
to load, the shipper has to hand in a notice to the captain of the 
port, requesting him to appoint a berth at which the vessel can 
be loaded, and the time when the vessel will be placed under the 
conveyors or shoots. 


Remark.—lf the vessel is to be loaded by several persons, the 
notice is to be handed in by the agent of the steamer. 


2. This notice must state where the vessel can load, whether 
under the conveyors or shoots, and also the approximate quantity 
of grain which it is proposed to load in her from the stations of 
the Tiraspolskaya, Zastava, and the Peresyp respectively. Altera- 
tions in this notice regarding the points at which the waggons 
are to be loaded are only admissible until 5 p.m. on the eve of 
the day on which it is proposed to load, 

3. A vessel which is not ready to load at the time named for 
her, loses her turn, and the shipper is responsible for the demurrage 
of the waggons and pays 30 per cent. extra freight for returning 
the cargo (to the warehouses). 


Remarks,-~1. The notice has to be written on a_ printed 
schedule in the prescribed form confirmed by the Odessa prefect. 
2. Any irregularity which takes place in berthing a vessel in 
due time, which has arisen in consequence of weather obstacles, 
relieves the shipper from any responsibility, if the captain of the 
port certifies that no blame can be attached to him. 
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4. On receipt of the notice, the captain of the port enters it in 
a book to be kept according to the prescribed form, pointing out 
the turn, berth, and the time at which the vessel is to be placed 
under the conveyors or shoots, and hands a counterfoil to the 
shipper. 

5. On receipt of the counterfoil the shipper presents it at the 
agency of the railway company, within the time specified in para- 
graph 2, naming the quantity of pouds of grain which he proposes 
to load from the stations of the Tiraspolkskaya, Zastava, and 
Peresyp respectively. 

6. In exchange for the counterfoil the shipper receives a separate 
order for each of these stations from the agency of the railway 


company. 

Remark.—In the summer time, viz., from the Ist of May to 
the 1st of September, work at the stations is to be commenced at 
5 a.m.,and be continued until 7 p.m. In April, September, and 
October, from 6 a.m. to 5 p.m., and during the remaining months 
of the year from 7 a.m. until sunset. 

7. The order is immediately presented to the station-master, in 
exchange for which the shipper receives his turn from the station- 
master, and then, by agreement with the latter, he each time 
states the approximate number of waggons which he will load from 
each of his warehouses, and the station-master gives him the 
approximate time when the waggons will be furnished. 

8. Precedence is to be given to the transport of grain from the 
Tiraspolskaya, Zastava, and Peresyp to the harbour for those 
vessels which are berthed at the conveyors (room for three vessels) 
and the shoots (room for three vessels) ; the ships must be berthed 
broadside on, and as near as possible to the quay. 

9. Only vessels which are destined to load grain brought down 
by rail by means of the above-mentioned mechanical appliances 
can be berthed under the conveyors or shoots. 

10. The time that a vessel can remain under the shoots and 
conveyors is to be calculated at the Joading rate of 20,000 pouds 
of grain per day of 24 hours ; on the basis of this, vessels loading . 
less than 20,000 pouds can only be admitted under the conveyors 
or shoots when those berths are unoccupied. Vessels loading over 
20,000 and up to 40,000 pouds can remain two days (48 hours) ; 
from 40 to 60,000, three days (72 hours); from 60 to 80,000, 
four days (96 hours) ; from 80 to 100,000, five days (120 hours) ; 
from 100 to 120,000, six days (144 hours); from 120 to 140,000, 
seven days (168 hours) ; from 140,000 pouds and upwards, eght 
days (192 hours). 

11. The time that a vessel can remain under the conveyors and 
shoots, when increased loading operations are taking place, is to be 
defined at the rate of 40,000 pouds per day of 24 hours. On this 
basis, vessels that have to load up to 30,000 pouds are not allowed 
to take turn at the conveyors cr shoots. Vessels loading over 
30,000 and up to 40,000 pouds are permitted to remain at the 
conveyors or shoots only during 24 hours; vessels loading from 
40,000 to 80,000 pouds are permitted to remain two days (48 
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hours) ; from 80,000 to 120,000, three days (72 hours); from 
120,000 to 160,000, four days (96 hours) ; from 160,000 te 200,000 
and over, six days (144 hours). 

12. In the time mentioned (paragraph 11), New Year's Day, 
Easter Sunday, and Christmas Day are not included. For other 
Sundays, however, the shipper has to state in the notice which he 
hands in to the chief of the port whether he intends to carry on 
loading operations. 

13. By orders of the prefect, notice has to be given in the 
port when the time for increased loading commences and ends, 
and also the time when it becomes obligatory to load (waggons) 
during the night at the stations of the Tiraspolskaya, Zastava, and 
Peresyp, and to discharge them in the quarantine port. 

14. During increased loading and consequent compulsory night 
work, the railway administration binds itself, provided there be no 
obstacle on the part of the shipper, his people, the captain of the 
port, or stevedores, and until the mechanical appliances are 
augmented, to transport grain in 412 waggons per day of 24 
hours, At ordinary times, however, 206 wagzons are to be 
employed during the summer and 175 waggons during the winter 
months. 

15. On arrival of the loaded waggous from the stations of the 
Tiraspolskaya, Zastava, and Peresyp, they are to be immediately 
brought up for discharge; the shipper’s men must therefore 
always be present at the vessels and be ready to receive the 
grain from the waggons. 

16. In order to regulate the work, a charge (of 3 rs. per 
waggon for every 24 hours, or fraction thereof of unproductive 
detention, and when there is a stress of work for every 12 hours) 
is to be made, if the detention arises through the fault of the 
shipper, his people, stevedores, or the captain of the vessel. This 
fine is not to go to the benefit of the railway company, but is to 
be handed over to the pre‘ect, for the purpose of forming a fund 
for the construction of a blind asylum at Odessa. 

17. If, on completion of the time allowed for a vessel to remain 
—under the shoots or couveyors—she does not move away, the 
captain of the port will immediately have her removed at the 
expense of the master of the vessel. 

18. If the shipper, on the arrival of waggons at the stations of 
the Tiraspolskaya, Zastava, and Peresyp to load, should requisition 
a greater number than is required for the quantity of the cargo, 
then he must pay demurrage for the benefit of the blind asylum 
fund (see paragraph 16) at the rate of 3 rs. per waggon for every 
12 hours’ detention or fraction thereof, allowing a difference of 10 
per cent. in the requisitioned number of waggons (see paragraph 2). 
This demurrage is calculated from the moment the waggons are 
furnished until such time as the shipper declares that they are no 
longer required. 

19. With regard to the loading of vessels which are not 
berthed at the conveyors or shoots, but which are to load by 
means of the railway, such vessels must be berthed in the harbour 
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at the quay in the first tier, stern or broadside on to the line of 
rails, and the railway company must furnish not less than 100 
waggons per day of 24 hours for the purpose of loading such 
vessel. 

20. A shipper who desires to load grain in a vessel lying at 
the railway lines, but not at the conveyors or shoots, gives notice 
thereof to the agent of the railway company, from whom he 
receives an order, and subsequently obtains from the station- 
master of the Tiraspolskaya, Zastava, or Peresyp the turn for 
loading. (Rules laid down in paragraphs 1, 2, 8, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 15, 
16, and 18, relatively refer also to paragraph 20.) 

21. In order to prevent any future inconveniences and 
irregularities in the relations between the shippers and railway 
company, and to explain any misunderstandings which may arise 
in their application, a separate commission has been organised for 
the discussion of those alterations in the present regulations which 
experience may hereafter require. This commission is to be 
composed of the following members, under the presidency of the 
prefect of Odessa :-—A representative of the Odessa Exchange 
Committee, the captain of the port of Odessa, and a representative 
of the South-Western Railway Company. 

22. These regulations are to be printed on the back of the 
notices which have to be handed in to the captain of the port. 


’ Customs Regulations affecting Goods carried by Rail or in 
Transit. 


In a despatch to the Foreign Office, dated the 23rd July, 
Mr. Audley Gosling, Her Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires at St. 
Petersburg, transmits copies of two decrees recently published in 
the Official Gazette, modifying certain articles of the Customs and 
Railway Code respecting the formalities attendant on the importa- 
tion and warehousing of merchandise, &c., carried by rail into 
Russia or in transit across the Empire. 

Copies in the French language of these decrees may be seen on 
application at the Commercial Department, Board of Trade, 8.W. 


Regulations respecting Tare Allowance. 


Mr. Audley Gosling, Her Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires at 
St. Petersburg, in a despatch to the Foreign Office, dated the 
23rd July, transmits translation of some new Custom house 
regulations respecting the allowance for tare on certain wrappers 
and packings in calculating the duties on imported goods. This 
translation reads as follows :— 

All imported goods specified in the established table of 
allowance for tare and brought to Russia in wrappers, packing, 
&c., are generally cleared according to the weight that shall appear 
after deducting from their gross weight the per-centage allowance 
of tare fixed by the table. 
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The net weight of these goods is, however, subject to verifica- 
tion (1) when the Customs officers shall have reason to doubt the 
applicability to certain goods of the proportion of tare allowed 
under the table ; (2) when the excessive weight of the tare shall be 
evident before the presentation by an importer to the Customs 
of the invoice of his goods; but the Customs may refuse to 
verily the tare if the board of a Custom house shall determine that 
its verification in any given case would be attended with special 
lifficulties, danger, or injury to the health of the examining 
Customs officer. 

No allowance for tare is made for internal wrappers, &c. which 
are not destined for preserving goods against injury when in transit, 
and which are made over to a purchaser together with the goods. 
Exception to this rule if afforded by the packing cases, &c. 
indicated under the Customs tariff as being liable to duty 
according to the materials of which they are made. 

Paper wrappers in which woven and other stufts are enveloped, 
boards and pasteboard sheets and rounds on which are wound 
tissues, ribbons, lace, and other goods, are not taken into account 
at the computation of duty, for which purpose the weight is 
deducted from the gross weight of the goods. In order to 
ascertain the weight of such packages it is necessary to weigh 
only a few of them, if the packing be of a uniform character. 

In addition to the allowance ot tare made ou chemicals, drugs, 
and cosmetics imported in glass, earthenware, and metal vessels 
placed in cases filled with sawdust, a further tare allowance of 
10 per cent. is made on such cases with sawdust. 

On all goods imported in vessels, wrappers, cardboard boxes, 
&e. enclosed in an additional outside case, and the duty on which 
is fixed under the tariff on the gross weight, the duty shall be 
determined on the gross weight of the goods with their interior 
packing alone, é.e., exclusive of the additional outside case or 
packing. 


Modification of Duty on Capers and Olives. 
Note,—Poud = 36 lbs. avoirdupois, Rouble'= 3s, 2d. 


Mr. J. Michell, Her Majesty’s Consul at St. Petersburg, in a 
report to the Foreign Office, dated the i0th July, says that 
according to a recent decision of the Council of the Empire, 
promulgated in the Offictal Gazette, the duty on capers and olives, 
dry, pickled, and in oil, imported in barrels, baskets, &c. not 
hermetically closed, is reduced from 2 rs. 40 cop. gold per poud, 
the previous duty, to 2 rs. gold per poud. 

Capers and olives in vinegar and oil, imported in vessels of 
glass, clay, &c. hermetically closed, will continue to pay duty 
under section 62 of the Customs tariff, at the rate of 4 rs, 80 cop. 
gold per poud. 
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after having been sanctioned by the King. 


Norway. 


Tariff Changes. 


[Aug. 1890. 


Note.—-Kilogramme = 2°204 lbs, avoirdupois. 
Krone = 100 Gre = 1s, d. 


Mr. T. Michell, Her Majesty’s Consul-General at Christiania, 
in a report to the Foreign Office, dated the 9th July, transmits a 
list of the alterations made in the Norwegian tariff by the Storthing 
on the 25th June, and which came into operation on the Ist July, 


statement of the changes effected :— 


The following is a 


Tariff 
No. 


178 
193 


215 
264 


275 
276 
372 
404 
457 


460 
469 


492 


Articles. 


I. Import Duties. 


Cocoa, beans and pods - 


Galvanic jars and accumulators - 
Crucibles - - - - 
Coffee - - - 


Clothes, &e. “with outer material of 
celluloid” (added to article) - - 
Maize flour, either split or crushed - 
Scented waters (6), other, including toilet 
waters - - - - 
Apricot kernels - 
Machine ropes (included in belts) - 
Paper spools and bobbins - - 
Roots: chicory roots, dandelion roots, 
and ranunculus roots, not roasted - 
Syrup (a), ordinary syrup and molasses - 
Carbonic acid - - - 
(Telegraph and telephone apparatus) and 
other electric apparatus, galvanic 
elements and accumulators, and parts 
thereof, not otherwise classified, 
together with wires, &c. thereunto 
appertaining = - - - - 
(Staves, &c. for casks, &c.) only when 
planed, old; used staves not to be 
included - - - - 


Il. Exrortr Duties. 


Timber (a), in pieces over 19 decimetres 
long - - - 


New Duty. 


Kr. Ore. 


Kilo. 0-05 


Free. 
Free. 


Kilo. 0°30 


” 
100 kilos. 0°50 


Kilo. 0°50 


0°80 
Free. 


Free, 


10 per cent. 


Cubic metre 0°20 


Old Duty. 


Kr. Ore. 
0°12 
Not specified. 
Not specified. 
0°40 


0°73 
Kilo.0°15 
10 °/, ad val. 
Not specified. 
Not specified. 
Not specified. 


0°07 
O04 
Not specified. 


Not specified. 


Not specified. 


0°33 


GERMANY. 


Extension of Tariff Reductions to Morocco, 


Mr. W. N. Beauclerk, Her Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires at Berlin, 
in a despatch to the Foreign Office, dated the 17th July, transmits 
copy and translation of an Imperial decree, dated the 9th July, 
extending to Morocco the reductions which have been mace in 
Taritt A. of the Treaties of Commerce and Navigation between 
Germany and Italy and Germany and Spain, with the exception, 
however, of the reduction of duty on rye, which has become null 
and void since those treaties were concluded. 


| 
| all 
| 
| | 
0°13 
| Kilo. 0°05 
= 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| | 
| 
| 
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GermMany.—Toco. 
Prohibition of Export of Fire-arms, 

According to the Moniteur Belge for the 12th June the German 
Imperial Commissioner jor the ‘Togo territory, by decision of the 
11th April last, prohibited the exportation of fire-arms and 
munitions of war as long as the blockade on the Slave Coast lasts, 


SWITZERLAND. 
Classification of Articles in Customs Tariff. 

Note.—Quintal = lbs. avoirdupois. Frane = 9,5,d. 

The following decision: affecting the classification of articles in 
the Swiss Customs tariff were given by the Swiss Customs 
authorities in the month of June :— 

Brass gratings.—-F ree. 

Créméine, for cattle food—Category 9. Duty, 10 francs per 
quintal, 

“ Claseninleim glue,” liquid, in caske.—Category 26. Duty, 
60 cents. per quintal. 

“ Claseninieim,” liquid, in bottles of any size ; Claseninleim ir 
the form of powder.—Category 27. Duty, 7 franes per quintal. 

Forks of iron, bronzed, with hafts of wood, are struck out of 
Category 130. 

Glass, ground.—Category 173, Duty, 60 cents. per quintal. 


FRANCE, 


Shipbrokerage Dues at St. Vaast-la-Hougue. 


The Journal Officiel for the 4th July publishes a decree of the 
French President fixing the following as the shipbrokerage rates 
to be paid by vessels at the port of St. Vaast-la- Hougue navigating 
with foreign countries, the I'rench colonies and the French ports 
of the Mediterranean :— 


Sailing Vessels,—Entering in ballast, 124 cents. per ton burthen, 
clearing in ballast, nz/. Entering with full or part cargo, 50 cents. 


per ton of cargo; clearing with full or part cargo, 25 cents. per 
ton of cargo. 


Steamers,—“ntering in ballast without passengers, 124 cents. 
per horse-power; with passengers, 25 cents. per horse-power ; 
clearing in ballast without passengers, nil; with passengers, 
124 cents. per horse-power. Intering with full or part cargo, 
50 cents, per ton of cargo; clearing with full or part cargo, 
25 cents. per ton of cargo, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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Reduction of Duties on Imports from Tunis. 


The Journal Officiel for the 20th July publishes a law passed 
by the French Legislature modifying the French General Customs 
tariff in favour of certain products of Tunisian origin. ‘The 
following is a translation of the law in question :— 

Art. 1. The following articles of Tunisian origin and production 
are admitted free of duty :—Cereals, olive oil and husks, horses, 
asses, mules, oxen, sheep, goats, and swine, poultry live or dead, 
game. 

Art. 2. Wines of fresh grapes of Tunisian origin and production 
will pay on entry into France a duty of 60 centimes per hectolitre, 
the alcoholic strength not to exceed 11°9 degrees ; those of which 
the streneth exceeds 11° 9 degrees will pay a supplementary tax 
of 70 centimes per degree. 


Art. 3. Other articles of Tunisian origin and production not 
specified above will pay on entry into France the most favourable 
duties levied on similar foreign products. 

Art. 4. The following are excepted from the preceding regu- 
lations :-— 

a. Products which are prohibited from entering France by 

reason of monopoly, sanitary precautions, &e. 

b. Commodities specially designated in table Ki. of the law of 
the 7th May 1881. 

Art. 5. The favourable treatment accorded to Tunisian products 

on entry into France is subject to the following regulations :— 

a. Products must come direct from Tunis to France, without 
ealling at any port. 

b. They may only be exported from the 10 following ports of 
the Regency : — Tunis, Goulette, Biserta, Sousse, Souissa, 
Monastir, Mehdia, Sfax, Gabes, and Djerba. Decrees of 
the Government may, if it is thought advisable, modify the 
list of these ports. 

ce. The products will be accompanied by a certificate of origin 
delivered by the civil controller of the district and viséd on 
departure by a Customs receiver of French nationality. 

Exports will be dealt with in the same manner. 

d. Every year decrees of the President of the Republic, made 
on the propositions of the Ministers for Foreign Affairs, 
Finance, Commerce, and Agriculture, will determine, 
according to official statistics furnished by the resident- 
general, the quantities to which the regulations of 
Articles 1, 2, and 3 of the present law will be applied. 


Prolongation of Fishery Bounties. 


The Earl of Lytton, Her Majesty’s Ambassador at Paris, in a 
despatch to the Foreign Office, dated the 25th July, states that the 
Bill for prolonging the granting of fishery bounties to the 30th 
June 1901 was passed on the previous day by the Senate in the 
same form as finally adopted by the Chamber of Deputies. 


| 
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FRANCE.—ALGERIA. 


Regulations affecting Cattle Trade. 


The Moniteur Belge says that by decrees of the Governor- 
General of Algeria, dated the 10th March, 10th September, and 
13th December 1888, the Customs offices of La Calle (land 
frontier), Soukaras, Tebessa, Algiers, Tenez, Oran, Mostaganem, 
Arzew, Beni-Saff, Bougie, Philippeville, Bone, Cherchell, and 
Djidjelly are open to the importation and exportation of horses, 
asses, oxen, goats, and swine, subject to sanitary inspection. 

According to a circular of the French Customs department 
dated the 3rd May last, when animals exported from Algeria are 
imported into France, there must be a new sanitary inspection 
on entering the mother country, and a further collection of the 
inspection duty, notwithstanding the collection already made on 
embarkation in the colony. . 


SPAIN. 


Exemption from Import Duty of Sulphate of Copper. 


According to a despatch, dated the 2nd July, which has been 
received at the Foreign Office from Mr. W. A. C. Barrington, 
Her Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires at Madrid, the Madrid Official 
Gazette publishes a law of the Spanish Government providing 
that sulphate of copper may be imported into Spain free of duty, 
irrespective of the use to which it may be destined. 


Cusa. 


Tariff Changes, 


Note.—Kilogramme = 2°204 lbs. avoirdupois. 
Dollar = 4s, 2d. (nominal value). 


Mr. A. de C. Crowe, Her Majesty’s Consul-General at Havana, 
in a report to the Foreign Office, dated the 28th June, says that 
from the Ist July all goods imported into Cuba were to be charged 
with an extra duty of 20 per cent. over and above the usual rates 
chargeable according to the tariff in force. 

The Spanish Government have imposed this extra tax in the 
expectation of covering the deficit which it is expected the coming 
year’s budget will show. 

In a further report, dated the 9th July, Mr. Crowe says :— 

An export duty of 10 cents (fivepence) on white, and five cents 
(twopence halfpenny) on raw sugar per 100 kilos. will be imposed 
from the lst January next. 

The extra import duty in force from the Ist July amounts in 
reality to fully 25 per cent., inasmuch as the 5 per cent. hitherto 
given in reduction of previous extra charges is now disallowed. 


63667. B 
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This increased import affects the poorest classes, as will be seen 
from the following comparative figures showing the increase on six 
chief articles of import forming the diet of the people :— 


ia Old Duty. | New Duty. 

Dollars. Dollars. 
Jerked beef - - - - Per 100 kilos. 1°995 2°520 
Salt fish - 1°710 2°160 
Rice - - 1°853 2°340 
Beans and peas - - - 0°665 0°840 
Flour - - - 4°935 5°634 
Lard - - - 6°935 8°760 


Many other articles of daily consumption already pay exces- 
sive duties and will be placed beyond the reach of ali but the 
wealthy. 

The duties on goods from Spain are being gradually reduced in 
order to carry out the long projected “cabotage” between the 
mother country and her “ Cuban province,” with the result that 
in 1892 the duties on articles such as metals, metal goods, textiles, 
&c., will become simply prohibitive, and the colonists be forced to 
take all they consume from Spain, which will thus obtain an 
import monopoly and free entry for her wares, while Cuba, which 
only produces sugar and tobacco, will continue paying duty on 
these in Spain. 

This coasting trade will thus be a fatal gift, for while it forces 
her to seek foreign markets for her produce it closes them for 
her imports, which can then only come from Spain, which will 
absorb all her profits. 

It is reported that a new Cuban tariff is to be framed next 
year, when it is probable the Americans, who receive 92 per 
cent. of the island exports, may object to have theirs excluded and 
retaliate, should the present fiscal policy be maintained. 


PORTUGAL. 
Additional Duty on Tobacco. 


Note.—Kilogramme = 2°204 lbs. avoirdupois. 
Milreis = 1,000 reis = 4s. 6d. 


Sir G. G. Petre, Her Majesty's Minister at Lisbon, in a 
despatch to the Foreign Office, dated the 8th July, encloses 
copies and translation of a law, dated the 6th, increasing the 
duties on tobacco from and after the 7th of that month, The 
following is a copy of the translation in question :— 

Art. 1. Manufactured tobacco cleared for consumption in 
the continental part of the kingdom shall pay, from and after the 
date of the publication of this law, in addition to the amount 
levied in Articles 258 and 259 of the Customs tariff of Septem- 
ber 22nd, 1887, the following rates of duty :— 

(a.) Tobaeco.-—Cigars, 1,000 reis (4s. 5°33d.) per kilog. 
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(b.) Manufactured tobacco of any other kind, and cut tobacco, 
500 reis (2s. 2°66d.) per kilog. 

The proceeds of these additional rates of duty are to be kept in 
deposit in the Custom house, and the actual amount due is to be 
settled as soon as the Legislature shall have adopted a final 
decision as regards the Bill No, 113—I. of this legislative 
period. 

§ In the event of the amount deposited having to be returned, 
interest will be allowed to importers on the amounts returned at 
the average rate of interest paid on the internal floating debt at 
the time of returning the sums deposited, 


Art. 2, Any laws contrary thereto are revoked. 


AvstRIA- HUNGARY, 


Customs Decision. 


The Moniteur Belge says that, according to a recent decision of 
the Austro-Hungarian department of finance and commerce, 
Miitzel or Stettin caterpillar gum (or oil), a mixture of resinous 
oil and lime, and other similar means of destruction for cater- 
pillars, must be classified under article 71 dis of the tariff, as fatty 
substances not specially mentioned. 


New Law relative to Commercial Statistics, 


Mr. Gustavus Nathan, Her Majesty’s Consul-General at Vienna, 
in a report to the Foreign Office, dated the 24th July, encloses 
copy and translation of a new law promulgated in Austria relating 
to the statistics of the foreign trade, and which comes into force 
on the Ist January next :— 

Art. 1. of the law stipulates that all Austrian import, export, 
and transit wares passing throngh an Austrian Custom house or a 
postal office must be accompanied by a detailed statistical declara- 
tion intended to serve for the purpose of collecting commercial 
statistics. 

Art. 2 provides that the statistical declaration must as a rule 
be written on certain forms which will be decided upon by way 
of ordinance. 

Art. 4 is to the effect that the statistical declaration must be 
made by the person who delivers the Customs declaration to an 
Austrian Custom house or post office or respectively by the party 
sending off the goods. 

Art. 8 reads :—A statistical fee is levied on all declarations, 
excepting those mentioned in Art, 11, for the purpose of covering 
the expenses incurred in collecting commercial statistics. 

Art. 9 is as follows:—For declarations in writing the fee will 
not exceed six kreutzers per declaration form ; verbal declarations 
are, however, charged with two kreutzers regardless of their 
tenor, 


B 2 


148 TARIFF CHANGES AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS, (Aug. 1890. 


These fees, although never to exceed the above figures, will be 
fixed proportionally to the costs defrayed for collecting the 
official statistics, and the stipulations relating to same will be 
published at a later period. 

Art. 10 provides that the statistical fee is to be paid in Govern- 
aaa bearing the inscription “ Imperial Royal Statistical 

ee. 


By Art. 11, goods and articles merely passing through the 
country in transit, or imported or exported direct from or to 
Hungary, Bosnia, and Herzegovina, even should they pass through 
an Austrian Custom-house, or which may be so decreed for 
special reasons at a later date, are exempted from payment of the 
statistical tax. 

Art. 12 fixes the penalties for issuing or using false statistical 
stamps. 

Art. 13 decrees that those persons who are answerable for the 
accuracy of their statistical figures, and who besides in those 
cases mentioned in Arf. 12 fail to comply with any provision of 
the present law or of the decree for carrying out the same, are 
liable for such irregularities to a penalty of two to filty florins. 


SERVIA, 
New Explosives Law. 


The Moniteur Belge says that the Servian law which authorises 
the Government to manufacture en régie powder, dynamite and all 
other explosive materials, came into force on the 17th (29th) May 
last. 

The Department of Finance has just published a circular re- 
calling the fact that these products will have to pay on entry into 
Servia, besides the Customs duties in force, the following monopoly 
taxes :— 

a. Dynamite and any other explosive material intended for 
trade will pay 1 franc per kilogramme. 

Dynamite intended for such industrial undertakings as have 
legally acquired a privilege for the importation, machines and 
instruments necessary for them, will only pay 60 centimes per 
kilogramme. 

b. Cartridges for all kinds of guns will pay 1 france per 
hundred. 

c. Revolver cartridges will pay 50 centimes per hundred. 

d, All kinds of fusees and fireworks will pay 50 centimes per 
kilogramme of their gross weight. 

Caps and empty cartridges will pay no monopoly tax. 


Form of Certificate of Origin for Imports. 
Mr. F. R. St. John, Her Majesty’s Minister at Belgrade, in a 
despatch to the Foreign Office, dated the 27th July, forwards, in 


| 
4 
| 
i} 
| 
7] 


Aug. 1890.] TARIFF CHANGES AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 149 


translation, a form of certificate of origin as drawn up by the 
Director of Servian Customs. This form is as follows :— 
Place 
Date 

Her Britannic Majesty's Custom house (or the Chamber of 
Commerce of) hereby certities that the goods below stated are 
of British origin 

One case window glass, marked M.P. Ne. 6, weighing 
80 kilogrammes. 

One bale cotton yarns, marked S.H. No. 13, weighing 
120 kilogrammes, 

(Seal.) (Signature. ) 


Mr. St. John adds that such certificates can, as heretofore, be 
drawn up in the English language exclusively, the burden of 
translation falling upon the consignees of the goods. But this 
would be unnecessary after the Customs officials became familiar 
with the English document, which should be as short and concise 
as possible. Certificates of origin can, as in the past, be issued 
either by Inland Revenue or Customs authorities, by Chambers of 
Commerce or by Servian consular agents in the country of 
shipment. 


Morocco. 
Reductions in Export Duties. 

The following is a statement of reductions which have been 
effected in the duties leviable on articles exported from Morocco 
as the result of a commercial convention recently concluded 
between Germany and Morocco :— . 


Classification of Articles. 
Reals vellon.* 

Draa millet - - - Per fanegat 10 
Indian corn - - 10 
Beans - - - 10 
Chick peas - . 10 
Canary seed - - Per cantar 
Dates - - - 


5 

20 

15 

Oranges, lemons, limes - . - Perthousand 4 
Wild marjoram - - - - - Per cantar 
25 

8 

6 


Oil 


Sumac and gum - 


Henna - ~ - - - * ” 

Wax (white) - - - 70% 
Wax (yellow) - - - - ” 50 
Rice - - - - - ” 9} 
Washed wool - - - ” 40 
Wool, in grease - - - ” 274 
Hides of oxen, and skins of sheep and goats - : ” 18 


* Real vellon = 2°53d. 
t+ The fanega of wheat = 89 Ibs.; the fanega of maze = 92 Ibs, ; the fanega of 
barley = 64 


159 TARIFF CHANGES AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. [Aug. 1890. 


Classification of Articles. 


Rates of Duty 
now levied. 


Tanned skins, “ cochinea,” “ “Felaly ” 
Tallow - - - 
Fowls - - - 

Es - - - 
Horns - - 
Slippers - - - - - 
Porcupine quills - 
Gasul - - - 
Ostrich feathers - - - 
Baskets - 
Carraway seed - - - - 
Combs of wool - - - - 

Hair and manes of horses - . - 
Raisins - - - - - 
Woollen sashes - - - 
Tackawt - - 
Tanned fleeces - 
Hemp and flax - - - - 


Blankets, woollen - - 
Palmetto 
Cushions, worked in silk or wool - 
Cress- - - 
Gum ammoniac - 
Rope, goat’s hair - 
Haiks (native am) - - 

‘en - - - 


Leather bags - - - 
Linseed - 


Hamid seed - - - - 
Ostrich eggs - - - - 
Skins of ox heads - - - 
Partridges- - - - 
Pears - - 
Rabbits - - 
Hark - - 
Roses 


Sesame seed - 


Sieves - - 


Sparto grass 
Stirrups (iron) - 
Guts - - - - 


Woollen socks - - - 

Madder - - - 
Tents (Arab), cloth - - 
Brass trays - 

Salt fish - - - - - 
Tortoises - - 
Palmetto fibre - 
Millet (small) - 
Khol, antimony - - - 


Reals vellon. 
Per cantar 50 


” 25 
Per dozen 10 
Per thousand 25 
Per cantar 113 


Per thousand 2 
Per cantar 7 
Per pound 18 
Per hundred 10 


Per cantar 10 
Per hundred 2 
Per cantar 15 


Per hundred 50 
Per cantar 10 


18 
20 
10 

5 


Per cantar 20 
Per 100 bundles 8 


5 ° 
Per ewt. 10 
10 
Per hundred 10 
Per head l 
Per cwt. 5 
Per cwt. 10 
5°. 
Per ewt. 5 
” 10 
Per egg 
Per cwt. 4 
Per bird 1 
Per cwt. 10 
Per head 1 
Per cwt. 5 
10 
” 8 
10 
Per cwt. 2 
Per cwt. 10 
8 
8 
Per cwt. 5 
5 ° 
8 °/, 
Per ewt. 20 
‘| Per 50 kilos. 2 
1 
Per cwt. 2 
Per fanega 10 
Per cwt. 5 


| 
| 
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JAPAN. 
Official Value of the Yen. 

The Moniteur Belge for the 18th July says that for the quarter 
ending the 30th September 1890 the Japanese Department of 
Finance has fixed the value of the yen so that 1/. sterling is 
equivalent to 6+ 237 yens. Payment of Customs duties are to be 
effected on this basis. 


COLOMBIA. 


Opening of Port of Turbo to Export Trade. 


Mr. T. H. Wheeler, Her Majesty’s Chargé d’A ffaires at Bogota, 
in a despatch to the Foreign Office, dated the 19th June, states 
that the Colombian Government have, by a resolution published 
in the Official Gazette of the 14th June, permitted export trade 
to be carried on by foreign and Colombian ships arriving there in 
ballast from the port of Turbo, near the mouth of the Atrato 
River, which has hitherto been a closed port. 

“ The conditions under which this export trade will be allowed 
to be carried on are to be the same as have hitherto been in force 
with regard to exportation from the port of Zispata, at the 
mouth of the Sinu River, as set forth in the articles of the 
Fiscal Code. 

“ The conditions are, shortly, that a permit should be procured 
from the Custom house at Cartagena, and that a manifest must be 
presented there, detailing the goods to be shipped at Turbo; that 
a coastguard officer shall be taken on board from Cartagena to 
Turbo to identify the goods shipped with those expressed on the 
manifest, and that in case the captain should declare that the ship 
would not return from Turbo to Cartagena, but proceed direct to 
some foreign port, he should give a bond that prompt and safe 
means should be provided for the return of the coastguard officer 
to Cartagena, the ship paying in any case his usual salary during 
the time occupied by his voyage to and fro and the lading of the 
ship.” 


San SALVADOR. 


Abolition of Export Duty on Gold and Silver, 


In a report to the Foreign Office, dated the 9th June, Mr. J. 
Moffat, Her Majesty’s Consul at San Salvador, announces that the 
impost of one and two per cent. upon the exportation of gold and 
silver established 12th March 1878 and 18th March 1880 is 
abolished and declared free, said resolutions to take effect from 
6th June last. 
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GUATEMALA. 
Abolition of Certain Import Duties. 
Mr. Arthur Chapman, Her Majesty’s Consul at Guatemala, in 
a report to the Foreign Office, dated the 6th June last, encloses 
copy and translation of a decree of the Guatemalan Government 
declaring the following articles free of duty from the lst July :— 


Tar. Asbestos. 

Asphaltum. Stone or imitation crockery. 

Iron balconies and railings, forged or Wood for building, carved or uncarved 
cast. or artificial. 

Lime. Marble for building in flags, columns, 

Earthenware or crockery piping, | cornices, door or window frames. 
glazed or unglazed for aqueducts. Fountains, polished or unpolished. 

Houses, in wood or iron, complete or Papier maché for building. 
in sections, Lightning conductors. 

Lattice work, of wood or metal. Slate for roofing. 

Cooking ranges or stoves and their Lead in sheets for roofing. 
chimneys, miners’ cooking utensils. Doors, window screens, glazed or 
Water-closets. otherwise, of wood or iron for building. 

Felt for building. Tiles for roofing, of wood, earthen- 
Bricks, of marble, clay, or china, | ware, or glass. 
glazed or unglazed. | Gypsum. 


ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. 


Port Dues at Buenos Ayres. 


The South American Journal publishes the port dues for the 
new port of Buenos Ayres. The tariff is as follows :— 

Art. 1. All ocean-going vessels entering the Darsena, whether 
they have called at any other port of the Republic, of the Banda 
Oriental, or from up-river loading for ports outside Santa Maria and 
San Antonio, will pay a tax of 2 cents per ton register for every 
day’s stay in the Darsena, and to this tax the river steamers will 
also be subject. 

Art. 2. All the launches occupied in the port traffic and which, 
after loading, discharging, or transferring cargo, remain in the 
Darsena, will pay a tax as follows: Steamers of 50 metres or less 
in length, 10 dols.; steamers of from 50 to 75 metres in length, 
15 dols.; steamers of from 75 metres to 100, 20 dols.; steamers 
of 100 metres in length, 25 dols. 

Art, 3. With reference to the above regulations all fractions of 
days commencing or finishing shall be counted as full days. 


San DomINGo. 


Increase of Import Duties. 
The Santo Domingo Gaceta Oficial for the 17th May publishes 
the text of a law passed by the Dominican Goverament, by which 
import duties are increased 60 per cent. 
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CANADA. 


Classification of Articles in Customs Tariff. 


The Canada Gazette for the 19th July publishes the following 
decisions of the Governor-General of Canada in Council affecting 
the classification of articles in the Canadian Customs tariff:— 


Elastic rubber thread for the manufacture of elastic webbing, 
when imported by the manufacturers of elastic rubber webbing, 
to be used for that purpose only in their own factories, is free of 
Customs duty until such time as the said rubber thread is 
manufactured in Canada. 


Moulded celiuloid balls and cylinders coated with tin-foil or 
not, but not finished or further manufactured, are rated for duty 
at 10 per cent. ad valorem. 


Calcareous tufa is free of Customs duty when imported from 
the United States of America for use in the manufacture of 
unduraied fibre ware or sulphite fibre, and for no other purpose, 
such exemption from duty to continue and be in force until the 
end of the next session of Parliament. 


Rolled iron tubes, not welded, under 14 ins. in diameter ; angle 
iron, 9 and 10 gauge, not over 14 ins. wide; iron tubing, lacquered 
or brass covered, not over 14 in. diameter ; all of which are to be 
cut to lengths for the manufacture of bedsteads and to be used 
for no other purpose when imported by manufacturers of iron 
bedsteads to be used for these purposes only in their own factories 
are free of Customs duty until such time as any uf the said 
articles are manufactured in Canada. 

The Order in Council of the 14th day of May 1889, authorising 
the importation, free of Customs duty, under certain restrictions, 
ot second process molasses for the manufacture of blacking, is to 
be amended so as to read as follows :— 


“ Second process molasses, or molasses derived from the manu- 
facture of ‘molasses sugar’ testing by polariscope less than 
35 degrees, when imported by manufacturers of blacking for use 
in their own factories in the manufacture of blacking shall be and 
the same is hereby added to the list of articles that may be 
imported into Canada free of Customs duty, conditional that the 
importers shall in addition to making oath at the time of entry 
that such molasses are imported for such use and will not be used 
for any other purpose, cause such molasses to be at once mixed in 
a proper tank made for the purpose with at least one-fifth of the 
quantity thereof of cod or other oil, whereby such molasses may 
be rendered unfit for any other use, such mixing to be done in the 
presence of a Customs officer at the expense of the importer, and 
under such further regulations as may from time to time be 
considered necessary in the interest and protection of the revenue, 
and that until such mixing is done and duly certified on the face 
of the entry thereof by such Customs officer the entry shall be 
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held to be incomplete and the molasses subject to the usual rates 
of duty as when imported for any other purpose.” 


His Excellency under the authority conferred upon him by “The 
Customs Act,” chapter 32 of the Revised Statutes, section 245 
(.) and by and with the advice of the Queen’s Privy Council for 
Canada, is pleased to order that the following named articles, viz. : 
Hemp paper, made on four-cylinder machines and calendered to 
between ‘006 and ‘008 in. thickness for the manufacture of 
shot shells ; primers for the manufacture of shot shells and car- 
tridges; and felt board sized and hydraulic pressed and covered 
with paper or uncovered for the manufacture of gun wads ; when 
such articles are imported by the manufacturers of shot shells, 
cartridges and gun wads to be used for these purposes only in their 
own factories, shall be and the same are hereby placed upon the 
list of articles that may be admitted into Canada free of Customs 
duty until such time as the said articles are manufactured in 
Canada; provided always that the said articles, when imported, 
shall be entered at the port of Montreal and at no other port, and 
samples of said articles to be furnished to the collector of the said 
port of Montreal by the Customs department for the guidance of 
the officers when accepting free entries of such materials, 


VICTORIA. 


Tariff Changes. 


A despatch, dated the 10th June, has been received from the 
secretary to the Victorian Department of Trade and Customs, 
transmitting copies of decisions in respect to Customs regula- 
tions, which provide as follows :— 

The Drawback Regulations of 1890, published in the Govern- 
ment Gazette of 14th January 1890, are amended by the addition 
to Schedule 2 of the regulations of— 

Engine packing of india-rubber, not being sheet.—Import rate, 
12s, per cwt.; drawback rate, 12s. per cwt. 

The same regulations are amended by substituting the rate of 
16% per cent. allowed for drawback on medicines, in Schedule 2, 
for that of 15 per cent. 

The following articles are declared to be free of duty :— 


Small articles used in the manufacture of miners’ clogs; dress 
preservers ; knobs or caps; nickel caps and nuts; metal trim- 
mings; instruments and engines used in dental operations; 
dental chairs complete ; dental head rests. 
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NaTAL, 


Tariff Change. 


According to a law passed by the Legislative Council of Natal 
and assented to by the Governor of that Colony on the 28th May, 
all articles imported for the use of the Governments of the 
Orange Free State and South African Republic are to be 
admitted free of Customs duty. 


GRENADA 


Tarifi of Import Duties, 


The following is a statement of the rates of Customs duty 
now levied on imports into the colony of Grenada :— 


Classification of Articles. Rates of Duty 


now levied. 

Bread - - - - | 100 lbs, 0 2 0 
Butter - - - | Lb. 
Candles, all except tallow - 00 2 
Do., tallow . - - - - | 100 Ibs 050 
Cocoa - - - - - 010 0 
Coffee - - - | Lb. 00 2 
Flour, wheaten  - - - | Barrel 0 4 0 
Do., other kinds . - - - Oo ¢ 
Fish : 

Dried or preserved - -| 100lbs. O 1 0 

Salmon, pickled or preserved - . - | Lb. oo } 

Mackerel and other descriptions - - - | Barrel ia ae 
Grain : 

Corn, oats, maize, beans, and peas - - - | Bushel 006 

Barley - | 100 lbs 0 0 6 
Gunpowder - = - - - | Lb. 0 0 6 
Lard - - - = 1s 
Live stock : 

Asses - Each 060 

Cows, bulls, and oxe - = 012 0 

Calves - - - ” 0 6 O 

Dogs ° - ” 010 0 

Horses - - 1 5 0 

Mules * - ” 012 6 

Sheep ? 0 2 0 

Swine and hogs - - 020 
Malt, cider, and perry - - - - | Gallon 00 6 

» in bottles - - - - | Doz. quarts 0 1 0 
Matches - - - - - | Gross 02 0 
Meal, corn and oa’ ~ - - | 100 Ibs. o-2 
Meat, dried or preserved 050 
Molasses - - | Gallon 00 1 
Oils, viz.: 

Olive, sperm, lard ; - - - ” 010 

Kerosene oil - - 0 0 23 

All other kinds - - - - 009 
Opium - - - - - | Lb. 010 0 
Rice - - - - - - | 100 Ibs. 020 
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Classification of Articles. | Rates of Duty 
now levied. 
Spirits : d. 
Sweetened, bitters, liqueurs, and cordials - - | Liquid gall. 0 5 0 
Gin or rum, per proof gallon according to Sykes’ hydro- 
meter, and so on in proportion for any and for each 
and every degree of strength greater or less than the 
strength of proof - - - - | Gallon 05 0 
Brandy or whisky or any other kind of imported spirits or 
strong waters, per proof gallon according to Sykes’ 
hydrometer, and so onin proportion for any and for 
each and every degree of strength greater or less than 
the strength of proof - - 0 6 0 
Sugar - - - : - - | 100 Ibs. 0 5 0 
Tallow - - - - - - mS 0 4 0 
Tea - - - - -  -1| Lb. 0 0 6 
Tobacco or snuff - - - 0 0 6 
Cigars and cigarettes - - - 040 
Do., long - - - 010 
Wines, all - - - 25 °/, ad val. 
Wood, viz. :—Pitch pine, white, yellow, spruce, and all 
other descriptions of lumber - - - | 1,000 sup. ft.0 10 0 
Staves - - - - - - | 1,000 0 6 0 
Shooks and packs - . . - | Bundle 0 0 6 
Shingles - - - - | 1,000 0 3 0 


Articles of any sort not specially mentioned, and not contained 
in the following list of exemptions, pay a duty of 7} per cent. ad 
valorem during the current year :— 

Exemptions.—-Coal, coin, bullion, diamonds, fresh fruit and vegetables, manures, 
straw, ice, fresh fish, printed books and papers, plants of all kinds, works of art not 
imported for sale, tombstones, old furniture, being personal effects of passengers 
arriving, any articles for the use of Her Majesty’s service or for the use of the 
Government of Grenada, and any articles imported for the use of the Governor. 

Articles specially imported for the use of any place of worship and not imported 
for sale. 


The following goods, wares, and merchandise are absolutely 
prohibited from being imported :— 


Indecent or obscene prints, paintings, books, cards, lithographi¢ or other 
engravings, or other indecent or obscene articles. 


_ 
Tariff Changes. 

In forwarding copies of the annual Supply and Appropriation 
Act of Bermuda in force until the 30th June 1891, the Colonial 
Secretary draws attention to the following alterations in the tariff 
under this enactment from that for the previous financial year, 
1889-90 :— 

The duty on rum and other spirits is increased from 4s. to 5s. 
per gallon ; the duty on cigars is increased from 10s. to 15s. per 
thousand, and from 1s. to 1s. 6d. per pound; a specific duty on 
cigarettes of 1s. 6d. per pound is imposed, and the duty on 
tobacco is increased from 2d. to 6d. per pound. 


- 


q . 
q 
q 
| 
q 
| 
| 
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V.—CUSTOMS TARIFF OF NEW SOUTH WALES. 
The following is a statement of the rates of duty levied under 
the Customs tariff of New South Wales on articles imported into 
that colony :— 
Articles. Rates of Duty. 
£ a 
Beer, ale, porter, spruce, or beer, and 
In wood or jar - - | Gallon 0 0 6 
In bottle - 00 9 
For six reputed quests 0 or 12 reputed pints 009 
Biscuits, other than ap - - - | Lb. oe i 
Butter e @ 
Candles per Ib., or reputed package of that weight and so in 
proportion for ~~: such mar weight and stearine - |» 00 1 
Cement . - - - | Barrel 0 2 0 
Cheese, bacon, and homes - - - - | Lb. eo ¢ 5s 
Chicory, dandelion, and taraxacum : 
Raw or kiln dried 00 8 
Roasted, ground, or mixed with any ‘ether article 2 oe 0 0 6 
Chocolate, plain, or mixed with any other attisle, and 
cream - - 004 
Ciga 06 0 
(including wrappers) - - -| » 0 6 O 
Corn-flour and maizena - =f » 001 
Cocoa : 
Raw, without allowance for husks and shells - oe 0 0 3 
Prepared paste, or mixed with any other article ae 0 0 4 
Coffee : 
Raw - - 0-0 8 
Roasted, ground, or mixed with ony other article - a 0 0 6 
Confectionery (including cakes, comiits, liquorice, 
liquorice paste, lozenges of all kinds, cocoanut in ng, 
sugar candy, succades, and sweetmeats) 0-0 
Essences, flavouring, and fruit eee not more than 
25 per cent. of proof spirit - - | Gallon 0 4 0 
Containing more than 25 per cent. of proof spirit =| 1» 014 0 
Fish, dried, preserved, or salt - - | Lb. 001 
Fruits, dried and candied (exclusive of dates) - *T % 002 
Glucose : 
Liquid and oyrep - - - - - | Cwt. 0 3 4 
Solid - 0 5 0 
Tron : 
Galvanised, in bars, sheets, or corrugated - - | Ton 20 0 
Tron and steel wire - - - 1 0 
Galvanised manufactures (except anchors) - me 300 
Jams, per pound or reputed package of that weight, and so 
in proportion for any such reputed weight - - | Lb. 00 1 
Milk, condensed or preserved - - - =|.” 001 
Naphtha and gasoline - - - | Gallon 0 0 6 
Oils, except black cocoanut and ere and palm - o} » 0 0 6 
In bottle : 
Reputed quarts - - - - | Doz. 0 1 6 
Reputed pints - » 009 
Reputed half-pints and smaller sizes - re 0 0 6 
Opium and any preparation or solution thereof not im- 
ported for use as a known medicine - . - | Lb. 10 0 
Paints and varnish : 
Paints and colours ground in oil = - - - - | Cwt. 0 3 (0 
Varnish and lithographic varnishes - - - | Gallon 0 2 0 
Powder and shot : | 
Sporting powder - - - | Lb. 0 0 8 
Blasting powder - 00 1 | 
Shot - - | Cwt. 0 5 0 


| 
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Articles. Rates of Duty. 
d. 
Preserves, jellies, and fruits boiled in pulp or partially 
| preserved other than by sulphurous acid Lb. 001 
Rice - - | Ton 3.06 
Sago, tapioca, ana semolina - - - | Lb. | 
| - - - - | Ton 100 
aud bitters : 
If containing not more than 25 per cent. of proof spirit | Gallon 0 4 0 
i If containing more than 25 per cent. of proof spirit - > 014 0 
Spirits 
H ron all kinds of spirits imported into the colony, the 
strength of which can be ascertained by Sykes’ 
hydrometer - Proof gallon 0 14 0 
| No allowance beyond 16° 5 shall be made for the 
under proof of any spirits of a less hydrometer strength 
than 16°5 under proof. 
On all spirits and spirituous compounds imported into 
the colony, the strength of which cannot be ascertained 
by Sykes’ hydrometer . Liquid gallon 0 14 0 
Case spirits. Reputed contents of two, three, or 
four gallons shall be charged. 
Two gallons and under as two gallons. 
Over two gallons and not exceeding three, as three 
gallons. 
Over three gallons and not exceeding four, as four 
gailons. 
Methylated - Gallon 0 4 0 
Perfumed spirits, perfumed water, Florida water and 
bayrum - Liquid gallon0 15 
Sugar; 
Refined ~ - - - - - | Cwt 0 6 8 
Raw - ” 050 
Molasses and treacle - - - 0 3 4 
Tea - | Lb. 0 0 3 
Timber (other than laths, building.” shingles, ‘dyewoods, 
palings, undressed sandalwood, staves and casks in 
shooks) : 
Dressed . - - - - | 100 ft.super 0 3 O 
Rough and undressed - - - 
Doors, sashes, and shutters - Each 03: 0 
Tobacco, delivered from ship’s side or from a Customs 
bond for home consumption : 


Manufactured, unmanufactured, and snuff - - | Lb. 03 0 
Unmanufactured entered to be manufactured in the | 
colony. At the time of removal from a Customs | 


bond or from an importing ship to any licensed 
tobacco manufactory for manufacturing panponss 
only into cigars, or - 0 1 0 
Sheepwash 0 0 8 
Wines : 
Sparkling, for six as quarts or 12 mpeted, pints - 010 0 
Other kinds - Gallon 0 5 0 
Other kinds, for six reputed quarts or 12 reputed pints 0 5 0 


Exemptions.—All goods imported for the supply of Her Majesty’s service are 
exempted from duties and imposts of every description whatsoever. 

The collector shall permit dutiable articles imported bond fide for the supply of 
Her Majesty’s land or sea forces to be delivered from any ship free of duty, and 
such dutiable articles shall be issued to the officer in charge of the Commissariat 
Department, or other officer specially appointed in that behalf. 

All goods imported for the supply of Her Majesty’s service shall be exempt 
from all duties and imposts of every description whatsoever, and nothing in this 
Act contained shall be deemed to alter or repeal the provisions of the “ Customs 
Regulation Act, 1879.” 


rf 
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VI—REGULATIONS RESPECTING COMMERCIAL 
TRAVELLERS IN EXTRA-EUROPEAN COUNTRIES. 


With reference to the article published at pp, 388-400 of the 
Board of Trade Journal for April last, despatches have been 
received from Her Majesty’s Representatives at the following 
capitals, in reply to a circular issued by the Marquis of Salisbury, 
calling for regulations respecting commercial travellers in the 
countries in which they reside :— 

Buenos Ayres, Rio de Janeiro, Santiago, Bogota, Quito, Cairo, 
Tokio, Mexico, ‘Tangier, Teheran, Lima, Washington, and Monte 
Video. 

The following is a summary of the particulars given in these 
despatches :— 

Argentine Republic. — Commercial travellers in the Federal 
capital of the Republic are obliged by law to take out a broker’s 
licence, inasmuch as their occupation or business is no other than 
the itinerant sale of merchandise in consideration of a commission 
which they receive from their employers. 

In the event of the traders in question leaving the territory of 
the capital and proceeding to any of the provinces to pursue the 
same business, the licence above mentioned ceases to be valid, 
and they remain subject to the regulations which are in force on 
the subject in each province. 


Brazil_—Travelling dealers, or pedlars, as they are denominated 
in the regulation annexed to the Decree No. 9870 of the 22nd 
February 1888, are subject to the following taxes :— 

1. As regards the general revenue, to the taxes mentioned in 
Schedule (A) of the said regulation, which, at p. 53, specifies, 
under the word “ pedlar,” the different descriptions of this class 
and the schedules in which they are included, the taxes also 
varying according to locality. 

2. To the tax due for the licence, to be obtained from the 
Municipal Chambers, to enable them to follow their trade in the 
places which they desire to traverse. 

3. To the duties denominated hereto “ provincial,” but actually 
belonging to the revenue of the State of this Republic wherein 
their trade is followed. 

In these two last cases the taxes vary according to the 
municipality of the State traversed by the dealer. 

As regards other municipalities forming the limits of the actual 
States of Brazil, municipal legislation is generally uniform ; bearing 
in mind. however, that in virtue of Article 2, paragraph 4, of the 
decree of the 20th November last, the powers conferred by the 
Additional Act on the extinct provincial assemblies regarding 
the settling of nunicipal expenditure, and dues necessary for 
same, have ceased to exist. 
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Art. 44. The Municipal Chamber of Rio de Janeiro is 
authorised to collect :-— 

From 20 to 100 milreis for annual licences granted to pedlars 
who trade within the municipal district, according to the value of 
the goods they deal in, which shall be regulated by a table, subject 
to the approval of the Government. 

Table of taxes payable by pedlars for annual licenses granted 
to them to carry on trade within the municipal district of Rio de 
Janeiro :— 

Licence for hawking cotton goods, jewellery, gold, and silver, 
100 milreis. 

Licence for hawking hardware, glassware, trays, and plated 
articles, 50 milreis. 

Licence for hawking haberdashery and small ware manufactured 
of tin, iron, or other metals, 20 milreis. 

Chili Commercial travellers do not require to take out licences 
to exercise their calling in Chili, and no laws or regulations 
applicable to commercial travellers, as such, exist in this Republic. 


’ Colombia.—Commercial travellers are not obliged to pay fees 
or to take out licences in Colombia, nor are there any regulations 
in force affecting such travellers, who are in every respect in the 
same position as other persons. 

Ecuador.—The practice of exacting fees from commercial 
travellers and compelling them to take out licences does not exist 
in Ecuador. 


Egypt.—There are at present no regulations in force in Egypt 
affecting commercial travellers. 


Japan.—There do not exist in Japan, at present, any special 
regulations with regard to commercial travellers. Under the 
existing treaties no foreigners are allowed to travel in the interior 
of the country for purposes of trade; and at the open ports, 
Tokio, Yokohama, Hiogo, Nagasaki, Hakodate, and Niigata, 
commercial travellers are allowed, in common with all other 
foreign traders, to pursue their calling within the limits of the 
settlements existing at these places, and are not obliged to pay 
fees or take out licences. 


Mexico.—No tax is levied by the Federal Government, but in 
certain States the local authorities require commercial travellers 
to notify their arrival and take out monthly licences for the time 
they may be carrying on business in the State. 

In the States of Jalisco and Nuevo Leon, for instance, com- 
mercial travellers, before being permitted to open their samples, 
have to pay 100 dollais (or about 16/.) as a State, and 25 dollars 
(or about 4/.) as a municipal, tax. It is a little lower in some 
States, as Coahuila, where the State charges 75 dollars (or 122), 
and the municipality the same as in Jalisco. 

Morocco.—Commercial travellers are subjected to no fees, and 
have to take out no licences for the free exercise of their business 
in Morocco, and they may travel in this Empire on the same 
conditions as all other foreign travellers or tourists. 
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Persia—No regulations are in existence affecting commercial 
travellers in this country. 


Peru.—Commercial travellers are not obliged to pay fees or take 
out licences in the Republic of Peru. 


United States.—At present commercial travellers are exempt 
from the payment of licence fees as well in Maryland as in 
Virginia. 

Under the Maryland Code of 1860 it is provided that no 
person, not being a permanent resident of the State, can act in 
such capacity without as a preliminary obtaining a State licence, 
the cost of which was 300 dols, 

This Act only applied to the city of Baltimore. 

A similar Act was passed in 1868, applicable to the entire State. 

The Supreme Court of the United States, however, adjudged 
such Act to be in conflict with the 4th Article of the Constitution 
of the United States, and it has consequently become a dead letter. 

Under subsequent legislation (Act 1886, cap. 460) the previous 
Act of 1860 is altogether repealed, and bagmen, as such, are now 
exempt from licence fees. 

Similarly in the State of Virginia. 

The State Law imposing a licence on commercial travellers was 
vetoed as unconstitutional by the Supreme Court of the United 
States, and, although the State Law has not been repealed, it is 
never attempted to enforce it. 

There are no regulations in force in the States within the 
Boston consular distiict affecting commercial travellers, and no 
licences are required to be obtained by them. 

For many years before 1887 commercial travellers, or 
“drummers” a3 they are more frequently called in the United 
States, were subjected to great annoyance by the authorities both 
of the States and the cities wherein they either sold, solicited 
orders, or exhibited samples of goods; and in some instances 
they were either fined or arrested because they would not submit 
to be taxed, or to take out a licence in every place visited, before 
they could commence business. It led to suits in the State 
courts, and various decisions were made, sometimes in their 
favour, sometimes against. them, but since the Congress of the 
United States passed the Inter-State Commercial Act, approved 
4th February 1887, which was amended 2nd March last year, 
commercial travellers have had little or no further trouble in this 
matter, and, as far as regards North Carolina, Georgia, and 
Tennessee, there has been no further interference with commercial 
travellers on their arrival from neighbouring States, 

In the 8th section of the Constitution of the United States it 
states that Congress shall have power to levy and collect taxes, 
duties, imposts, and excises, to regulate commerce with foreign 
nations and among the several States, &c., and to make all laws 
which shall be necessary and proper for carrying into execution 
the foregoing powers, &c. 

In some instances, however, an attempt has been made to levy 
a tax, or compel the commercial traveller to take out a licence, by 
the State and city authorities when such persons have solicited 

63667. c 
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orders showing samples of goods as agents of houses doing business 

in the State, and on their refusal, both in Tennessee and in this 
State, they have been fined or arrested, until at last the Supreme 
Court of the United States has rendered a decision in one case 
from Tennessee which will in all probability put an end to any 
more litigation or annoyance to commercial travellers hereafter. 

In the legislation of the various States and territories within 
the Chicago consular district, there is no trace of regulations 
affecting commercial travellers, especially as to payment by them 
of fees for licences, 

Commercial travellers have to pay a licence of 50 dols. per 
annum in Texas. 

Commercial travellers are not required to take out a licence in 
the States within the New York consular jurisdiction—New York, 
New Jersey, Rhode Island, Connecticut, and Delaware—ané there 
are no restrictions in connexion with their business, 

There are no laws or regulations at present in existence on the 
subject of commercial travellers in the Philadelphia consular 
district. 

Uruguay.— Summary of the Regulations in force as to Commercial 
Travellers in Monte Video. Trade Licence Law for 1889.— 
Art. 1. During the financial year 1888-89 the licence tax, classed 
as specific and ad valorem, will be levied only on the handicraits, 
professions, and branches of commerce and industry specified ia 
the following Articles. 

Art. 2. Specific licences will be issued according to the following 
categories and rates ;— 

7th Category. Paying 100 dols. (212 8s. 6d.). 

(B.) Agents for Foreign Manufactures known as “ Commis- 
voyageurs,” Decree for the purpose of carrying out the Law, 
February 8th, 1889.—Art. 1. The licence tax must be paid by 
the 15th March next. 

Art. 2; Handicrafts, or branches of commerce and _ profession, 
which begin to be exercised after the expiration of six or nine 
months of the present year, will pay only one-half or one-quarter 
of the tax respectively. 

* * * * * 

Art. 12. Persons who neglect to take out a licence at the due 
date, or who take out a licence of less than the proper amount, or 
who make any alterations to the prejudice of the Exchequer, and 
contrary to the law, shall pay a fine equivalent to the amount of 
which the Exchequer has been defrauded, besides the costs of 
proceedings. 

* * * * ¥ 

Art. 14, Any person desiring to exercise any branch of industry 
or commerce, or any handicraft or profession, liable to the licence 
tax, must first obtain the permission of the Chief of Police, and 
apply to the Bureau of Indirect Taxes in Monte Video (in the 
other departments to the Provincial Treasury) for the issue of the 


corresponding licence. 
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VIL.—-EXTRACTS FROM DIPLOMATIC AND 
CONSULAR REPORTS. 


Russtan SteAM Naviaation Trapina Company. 


Her Majesty’s Consul-General at Odessa says that a report, 
which will shortly be published, has just been drawn up by the 
direction of the Russian Steam Navigation and Trading Company. 
It gives some instructive statistics of the operations of the 
company, and of its financial position, the substance of which is 
reproduced, Since 18th July 1889, the subsidy received from the 
company was reduced to 1 r. 75 c. for every mile run on certain 
specified lines, and this rate of payment is to continue to Ist 
January 1891 (0.s.), a credit of 803,528 rs, having last year been 
opened for the purpose. : 

In consideration of this subsidy the company binds itself to 
keep up the following five lines of steamers :— 

(a.) A weekly line between Odessa and Alexandria, calling at 
the following places: Constantinople, Dardanelles, Smyrna, and 
Chios ; and on the return voyage touching at Port Said, Jafta, 
Beyrout, Tripoli, Chios, Smyrna, Dardanelles, and Constantinople. 
Should Odessa be closed by ice, the steamer may complete its 
voyage at Sevastopol; the rate of speed to be not less than 
10 nautical miles an hour. 

(b.) A weekly line between Sevastopol and Constantinople ; 
the rate of speed the same as preceding. 

(c.) The Anatolian line once a weck ; the rate of speed not less 
than nine miles an hour. This line runs between Batoum and 
Constantinople, touching at Trebizonde, Kerasund, Orda, Samsun, 
Sinope, Ineboli, and such other intermediate ports az the Minister 
of Finance may from time to time direct. 

(d.) The Crimea-Caucasus indirect line, running once a week, 
at the rate of not less than nine miles an hour. This line runs 
between Odessa and Batoum, calling at Kupatoria, Sevastopol, 
Yalta, Theodosia, Kertch, Anapa, Novorossisk, Inapse, Sochia, 
Adler, Gudaut, Novo-Athos, Loukhoum, Ochemchiri, and Poti. 

(c.) The Crimea-Caucasus direct line, running weekly between 
Odessa and Batoum, at the same rate as the preceding, and calling 
at Sevastopol, Yalta, Theodosia, Kertch, and Novorossisk. 

Sevastopol may be substituted as the terminus of all those lines 
should Odessa be blocked by ice. 

The suksidy is payable only on the first three of these lines, 
but the company is bound to maintain the whole five. The 
question of their continued maintenance after Ist January 189i 
wil! be duly considered by the Minister of Finance, 

The report points out that the company does not jimit its 
operations to the above lines, but keeps up communications, both 
regular and oceasional,in the Black aad Azoif Seas, as weil as 
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on the rivers Dneiper and Dneister, carrying numerous cargoes of 
grain, petroleum, sugar, &c. Two new steamers, now building on 
the Tyne, will be completed in the course of the present summer. 
— (No. 175, Foreign Office Miscellaneous Series.) 


Russtan Excise oN SuGAR AND ALCOHOL. 


Mr. Audley Gosling, Her Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires at 
St. Petersburg, in a despatch to the Foreign Office, dated the 
4th July, encloses copies of two decrees which have recently 
received the Imperial sanction, dealing with the excise duties on 
sugar and alcohol. 

Decree No. 1 establishes a supplementary duty on the produc - 
tion of refined sugar and provides that the different varieties of 
this product, such as sugar in the loaf and dust, molasses, &c., 
intended for consumption in the interior of the Empire, will pay a 
supplementary excise of 40 copecks per poud. In cases where it 
may be deemed necessary to increase the latter, the law relating 
thereto will only enter into force two years after having been 
published. The supplementary excise must be paid every two 
months, and, in case of delay, the manufacturers will be liable to 
a fine of a quarter per cent. for the first week and a half per cent. 
for the following week on the total of the amount in arrears. If 
the latter is not paid within the two weeks following the expira- 
tion of the limited time, the ulterior sale of the sugars shall only 
be authorised after the liquidation of the arrears by the manutac- 
turer. The licence duty for sugar factories and refineries is 
calculated at the rate of five roubles per quantity of 1,000 pouds. 

Decree No. II. provides as follows :— 

I. The remission of the excise on the production of distilleries 
of alcohol exceeding the normal limit will be suppressed from and 
after the Ist July 1891. 

II. The regulations affecting the taxation of beverages (1887 
edition) are modified as follows :— 

a. To all distilleries of alcohol (except those which produce 
yeast) there is granted, on alcohol submitied to excise, the 
following remissions :— 

On the first million degrees of alcohol produced in a single 
period, the quantity of alcohol exempt from excise will be 
two per cent. ; 

On production above one million degrees up to three million 
degrees, 1} per cent. ; 

On the excess above three million degrees up to twelve million 
degrees, } per cent. 

(Note.—This regulation does not apply to alcohol produced 
during the summer season.) 

6. The distilleries forming part of landed properties having 
60 deciatines of cultivable lands at the least enjoy, besides the 
benefits under a, the following remissions :— 

On the first 500,000 degrees of alcohol, the quantity of alcohol 
free of excise is 4 per cent. ; 
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Production from 500,006 to 1,000,000 degrees, 2 per cent. ; 
Production from 1 million to 3 million degrees, 14 per cent. 
Production from 3 million to 6 million degrees, } per cent, 


THe Opgrssa Grain TRADE. 


Her Majesty’s Consul-General at Odessa, in a recent report, 
makes the following observations upon the grain trade at that 
port and the influence effected by the introduction of elevators into 
Russia 

The revelations made during the last few years of the abuses 
which exist in the grain trade of Southern Russia have produced a 
strong feeling among the public in favour of elevators. The fame 
of these palatial warehouses, and the splendid services they have 
rendered to the corn trade of America, have fired the imagination 
of the Russian landowner, who jumps to the conclusion that their 
introduction into this country will prove a panacea for the evils of 
which he has long been the victim. But the conditions of the 
trade in the two countries are widely dissimilar, and though it is 
hoped that by the instrumentality of elevators a better system 
may gradually be introduced, the day is yet far distant when 
anything like the regularity and expedition with which grain 
operations are conducted in the States can be realised in 
Russia. While in the former country great care is taken in 
the selection of the seed corn, which can be graded in five or 
six different classes, the farmer being thus enabled to deliver 
his wheat at the nearest elevator, and to receive in exchange a 
warrant specifying its grade, which becomes a negotiable instru- 
ment—in this country the qualities of wheat present such diversities 
of character as to be quite insusceptibie of grading. No scientific 
selection of seed corn is attempted, each farmer sowing what he 
has by him, so that the varieties of wheat may be reckoned at 50 
or 60, if their cardinal differences and the modifications induced 
by the nature-of the soil in which they are raised are both taken 
into account. Only barley and maize has it been found at all 
possible té&grade. 

It is this diversity in the kinds of wheat which renders South 
Russia so favourable a field for the operations of the manipulator. 
When a merchant has contracted to deliver a cargo of wheat, he 
finds it impossible to furnish all of one quality, and he accordingly 
employs the middleman to buy different parcels which he mixes 
together until the product comes up to the required sample. It 
will readily be understood what opportunities are thus offered to 
unscrupulous agents to palm off inferior or damaged grain on their 
principals, who have to take extreme precautions against the 
fraud inevitable to the situation. Whilst the leading export 
houses generally succeed in preserving their reputation, cargoes 
undoubtedly arrive at the home market which do not come up to 
the samples which are transmitted overland, 
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It was to protect themselves against the losses to which they 
were thus exposed that the home merchants established in the 
principal English ports, committees of arbitration, by the decisions 
of which the foreign merchant is bound by his contract to abide. 
When, therefore, exception is taken to a cargo as not coming up 
to sample, these committees appoint experts to examine the grain, 
in accordance with whose report they will strike off 1s,, 2s., 3s., or 
even more per quarter, as the equity of the case may require. 
This single measure has had a most beneficial effect in checking 
fraudulent practices, and in keeping the trade in a healthy con- 
dition. Nevertheless, the home merchant is seriously compromised 
when an unsound cargo is thrown on his hands, as he may have 
contracted to deliver it at a fixed rate to a miller or maltster, who 
will reftise to receive it, as unfit for his purpose. No reduction of 
price can then compensate him for the loss sustained, and an 
expensive and harassing litigation is the probable outcome of the 
situation. 

But it is in his dealings with the agriculturist that opportunities 
are furnished for the operations of the manipulator. The former 
is no match for the local middleman, who is to be found in every 
village in the double character of corndealer and vendor of spirits, 
and to whom he is almost obliged, by his commercial isolation, 
to have recourse when he wishes to dispose of ‘his crops. These 
men are almost invariably Jews, and the columns of the Russian 
newspapers teem with articles exposing their chicanery and bad 
faith. Great allowance ought to be made for the irritation felt by 
Russians at seeing the profits of this lucrative business monopolised 
by an alien race, whose peculiar aptitude for trade renders their 
services indispensable for its successful pursuit. Their industry, 
sobriety, and the small profits which they derive from the 
commissions they undertake, amply account for the commanding 
position they have acquired in the trade; but their good qualities 
are overlooked, and their success is attributed to the grosser 
devices of unfair dealing, from which, of course, they are by no 
means exempt. They are in close relations with Hebrew 
merchants established in the towns, who transact business with the 
capitalists of Odessa, who again have connexions with houses in 
Paris and London, and thus the grain trade, which was once in 
the hands of the Greeks, has gradually shifted to the counting- 
houses of the Hebrews. 

The Russian landowner, whether large proprietor or peasant, 
undoubtedly fails to secure the same profits from his husbandr 
as falls to the lot of the more fortunate American farmer, and the 
Government, which is in full sympathy with its orthodox subjects 
as regards the hardships of their position, is now tentatively 
introducing the system of elevators, as affording the means of 
enabling them to sell their grain without applying to the middle- 
man. The South-West Railway Company has already received 
the sanction of the Government to build an elevator a mile 
or two outside Odessa, capable of storing over 100,000 quarters 
of grain. This is rapidly rising, and is to be completed by 
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August next. Nine other elevators, on a much smaller scale, 
are also to be built at as many grain centres along the various 
lines of that company, in Kherson, Bessarabia, Podolia, and 
Kieff. A credit of 600,000 rs. (65,0002) has also just been 
‘opened by the Government in favour of the Kharkoff-Nicolaieff 
Railway Company for building an elevator at the port of 
Nicolaieff, and some smaller ones along the line of railway. The 
managers of these establishments will be authorised to receive 
grain from the farmers at the market price of the day, themselves 
carting their own produce, and receiving advances on it. The 
South-West Railway Company, as far back as 1883, opened 
a commission agency for dealing directly with the cultivator, 
the quantity thus purchased by them having reached in 1888 a 
total of 3,756,000 pouds (270,432 quarters). A beginning has 
thus been made to put within the reach of the producer the means 
of disposing of his crops at first hand; but a small minority only 
will at first be in a position to avail themselves of the advantages 
of the new system. The needy condition of the peasant pro- 
prietor, who is almost always in want of advances for meeting the 
demands of the tax-gatherer or for reaping his harvest, which 
can only be procured from the local money-lender; his general 
improvidence and apathy, the enormous distances to be traversed, 
tracts as large as an average English county being frequently 
devoid of a railway, or even of a macadamised road, are so many 
obstacles in the way of the farmer shaking himself free from the 
middleman, on whose services he must continue to depend for 
many years to come.—-(No. 706, Foreign Office Annual Series.) 


MINING NEAR ARTVIN. 


A report, dated the 3rd July, has been received from Mr, 
D. R. Peacock, Her Majesty’s Consul at Batoum, in which, with 
reference to the working of silver and lead mines near Artvin, in 
the district of Batoum, he says :— 

*“T am requested by a certain Stepan Ter-Stepanoff, an 
Armenian residing at Artvin, to cause the attention of capitalists 
and mining engineers to be drawn to the fact that he has obtained 
the right of working some silver and lead mines. 

“The locality where the mines are situated, a few miles from 
Artvin, and near the River Tchorokh, may be reached by a 
perfectly practicable bridle road trending along the above-men- 
tioned river, which is navigable, the distance from this port to that 
locality being about 60 miles. 

“The said Ter-Stepanoff not possessing adequate means to 
work the mines is willing to cede his rights. 

“ Tt would be premature to enter into details as to the conditions 
on which the acquisition could be made. Before touching that 
question, it would perhaps be in the interest of competent mining 
engineers to inspect the locality, and to ascertain on the spot as to 
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the value of the ore, samples of which the above-mentioned 
Stepan Ter-Stepanoff is willing to forward to persons feeling 
inclined to entertain the affair.” 


COMPETITION BETWEEN ENGLISH AND GERMAN COAL. 


Mr. C. S. Dundas, Her Majesty’s Consul-General at Hamburg, 
in a report to the Foreign Office, dated the 2nd August, makes 
the following observations on the -present situation of the coal 
trade in Hamburg, which are not without importance as_ bearing 
upon the interests of that branch of trade between Hamburg and 
the eastern and north-eastern counties of England :— 

“Since the beginning of the year I believe that none of the 
Hamburg shippers found themselves in a position to conclude 
contracts with the above-mentioned English coal centres on 
account of the rise in prices at the commencement of the year, 
and the then undecided question of the sliding scale of prices. It 
was hoped, however, that before the Ist instant that question 
would have been put on one side. This hope has not been 
realised, for [ understand the sliding scale came itito operation in 
the eastern district on the 1st instant. 

* During the month of July, coal in Hamburg has been at the 
following prices :— 

“ English coal from north and north-eastern ports, screened, 
13s. per ton at pit, with 5s. freight; unscreened, 12s., same freight, 
and prices rising. 

“ German coal from Westphalia, screened, 10s. 6d. at collieries ; 
unscreened, 9s. at collieries, with 5s. 6d. freight from Westphalia, 
and prices declining. 

“Now the operation of the English sliding scale will be to 
increase the price since the lst instant 5 per cent. The question 
arises, how can the English coal compete on these terms with the 
German? With Prussia doing all she can to encourage and 
develop the German coal trade with Hamburg, and England ever 
increasing the price of her production, the result must be loss otf 
market for the English coal trade of the east and north-eastern 

rts. 

“ Undoubtedly for steaming purposes the English coal is the 
better of the two, but, with the very much lower prices, the 
demand will be for German coal. Already lines of steamships 
that have used English coal are now taking Westphalian, and the 
prospect is that German coal will become cheaper than it now is, 
with corresponding detriment to the English trade. These facts, 
I think, speak for themselves. 

«‘ | may here mention that Scotch coal has been coming into 

ter demand of late. According to the Hamburg system, coal 
is sold by measurement, not by weight, so that to the parties 
interested there is an advantage if the quality of the coal be light, 
which Scotch coal is, as compared with a heavy quality like the 
English coal. 

“ If, however, the English market is restricted abroad, perhaps 
the home consumer will get his wants supplied at lower rates.” 
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PuRCHASE AND TRANSFER OF THE 
RAILWway. 


Sir H. Rumbold, Her Majesty’s Minister at the Hague, in a 
further despatch to the Foreign Office, dated the 19th July, on 
the subject of the purchase and transfer of the Dutch-Rhenish 
railway, a reference to which appeared on p. 41 of the Board of 
Trade Journal for July, says :— 

“T have the honour to report that the First Chamber of the 
States General have passed the measure by which the lines of the 
Dutch-Rhenish Railway Company are purchased by the Govern- 
ment, and handed over for exploitation to the Holland Railway 
Company and the company for the working of the State lines. 
The measure was carried by a vote of 22 to 17.” 


Tue ReENewAL or Frencn CommenrctaAL TREATIES. 


The Earl of Lytton, Her Majesty’s Ambassador at Paris, in a 
despatch to the Foreign Office, dated the 28th June, transmits a 
report by Sir J. Crowe, analysing the summary of the answers 
given by the French Chambers of Commerce and manufacturers 
to the syllabus of questions issued by order of the French 
Government, on the subject of the renewal of French commercial 

. treaties, 

The replies to the third question, which has reference to the 
denunciation and renewal of treaties, are interesting. 

The great majority of the Chambers declare that all treaties 
should be denounced; but the exceptions are: Paris, Rouen, 
Marseilles, and even Lyons. 

In favour of new treaties are, amongst others: Lyons, 
Marseilles, Aubenas, Grenoble ; and in favour of treaties for long 
terms of years: Bordeaux, Havre, Nantes, Reims, Paris, Roche- 
fort, Troyes, Cognac, Boulogne-sur-Mer, Avignon, Annonay, and 
Beaune. The following places advocate treaties for short periods : 
Calais, Cette, Nancy, Narbonne, St. Etienne, Toulouse, Thiers, 
and 14 others. 

Twenty-seven Chambers, amongst them Algiers, Macon, 
Montpellier, Perpignan, Roanne, Rouen, St. Diziérs, Valenciennes 
and Vienne (Isére) are for a single tariff. Thirty-nine, including 
Armentiéres, Besancon, Bar-le-Due, Cambrai, Caen, Douai, Dijon, 
Dunquerque, Elbeut, Honfleur, Lille, Nimes, Roubaix, St. Quentin, 
Sedan, Tarare, Tourcoing, and Juons-le-Saulnier, prefer a double 
tariff, 

On questions of tariff generally some natural divergencies are 
apparent ; but as regards duties on raw materials there is a genera! 
concensus of opinion that they should be absolutely avoided, 
unless they are very low and universal, or compensated by export 
bounties, temporary free entry, or drawbacks. The system of 
drawbacks to repay the exporter for his original outlay on raw 
material is curiously popular, and almost as frequently advocated 
as the double system of tarification by weight and value. 
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INDUSTRIAL ENTERPRISE IN Biscay. 


Her Majesty’s Consul at Bilbao states that it is very difficult to 
point out what articles of commerce would be most in demand for 
a profitable market in this district; but as capital is abundant, 
and the present tendency of local capitalists is to implant indus- 
trial centres in the country, it may be safely stated that judicious 
projects of any kind would meet with ready support and aid, if 
undertaken by responsible and intelligent persons. 

The construction of broad and narrow gauge railways continues 
for the purpose of putting Bilbao in direct communication with 
all places from which it is expected traffic would result. Among 
those worth mentioning is an important narrow gauge line now in 
course of construction between Bilbao and the provinces of 
Asturias, for the purpose of transporting coal to Bilbao from the 
mining districts of Asturias and Palencia. The length of this 
railway would exceed 200 kiloms. (110 miles), and its cost is 
estimated at 640,000/ It is apprehended it would convey from 
200,000 tons to 400,000 tons of coal for the annual requirements 
of Bilbao. 

Other industries are also in course of development in the 
province, such as paper, chemical, and arms manufactures. 

The works for the new exterior port, designed and under 
construction by the eminent and indefatigable engineer-in-chief, 
Sefior Churruca, are proceeding satisfactorily ; and it is confidently 
stated that within eight years the breakwater will be sufficiently 
advanced to enable vessels to take advantage of its shelter, 
although its completion will probably not be effected for ten years, 
—(No. 733, Foreign Office Annual Series.) 


Proposep BounTIES TO PORTUGUESE SHIPS. 


Sir G. G. Petre, Her Majesty’s Minister at Lisbon, in a 
despatch to the Foreign Office, dated the 11th July, encloses 
translation of a Bill introduced into the Chamber of Deputies, in 
virtue of which bounties are to be given to Portuguese ships, the 
sum proposed for the year 1891 being 5,5552, The following isa 
copy of the translation in question :— 

Art, 1. In accordance with the provisions set forth in this law, 
bounties on shipping are established for the purpose of developing 
the Portuguese merchant navy engaged in the navigation to 
foreign countries and to the Portuguese colonial possessions, and 
- accordingly the sum of money to be applied to this object will be 
voted annually by the Cortes. 

§ 1. In the civil year of 1891 the Government are empowered 

to spend the sum of 5,555/. in bounties to shipping. 

§ 2. Vessels belonging to any companies subsidised by the 

State are not entitled to receive any bounties. 

Art. 2. The sum referred to in the foregoing article is to be 
distributed each year among the shipping in proportion to the 
number of miles run by each ship and to the tonnage of the same, 
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the basis for such distribution being the proceeds of the number 
of miles run multiplied by the number of metres of the gross 
tonnage of the ships, as calculated in accordance with Morson’s 
system. 

§ For that purpose the number of miles run is to be fixed by 
taking a right line from the point of departure of any ships 
until their entrance into any Portuguese ports either of 
the continent or of the adjacent islands. Any intermediate 
voyage, or any calls at or forced entries into any ports, if 
there be any, must be proved by means of documents 
signed by the Portuguese consular authorities of the ports 
where such vessels may have touched. 

Art, 3. In the case of vessels wrecked or condemned as unsea- 
worthy the portion of the bounty is to be fixed in accordance 
with the number of miles run from the point of departure as far 
as the place of the wreck or as far as the port where the vesse 
shall have been condemned. Should it be found impossible to 
determine the exact spot of the wreck, the whole distance is to be 
reckoned in full as if the ship had reached her port of destination. 

Art. 4, The sums due on account of shipping bounties are to be 
settled annually, and the accounts will be closed on the 31st of 
December; and the payment of the same will be made to the 
shipowners within the term of not more than 90 days after 
that date. 

Art. 5. In the event of war the State will have the right to 
call in for the public service any vessels that may have availed 
themselves of the bounties accorded by this law. The captains 
and masters of such vessels are bound to convey gratuitously any 
mails delivered to them by the Post Office at any Portuguese 
ports from which they may sail or at which they may call. 

Art. 6. This law shall come jinto operation on and after the 
Ist of January 1891, and the Government are to draw up the 
necessary regulations in order to carry out its provisions, 


New STEAMSHIP SERVICE BETWEEN ITALY AND LONDON. 


With reference to the notification on p. 165 of the Board of 
Trade Journal for February, a further despatch, dated the 15th 
July, has been received at the Foreign Office from the Marquis 
of Dufferin and Ava, Her Majesty’s Ambassador at Rome, to the 
effect that the new steamship service between Naples, Palermo, 
and London, commences this month (August). Vessels will at 
first be chartered for the purpose, but these will be replaced on 
the Ist of next July by at least five steamers belonging to the 
company and flying the Italian postal flag. ‘Tne company is to 
receive a subsidy of 350,000 lire from the Southern Banks. 


TRADE OF SALONICA IN 1889. 
Mr. J. E Blunt, Her Majesty’s Consul-General at Salonica, in 
a report to the Foreign Office, dated the 27th July, transmits a 
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return of the trade of the port of Salonica during 1889, which he 
has compiled from data furnished by the foreign consulates, the 
railway and steamship companies, and the leading merchants at 
Salonica. 

This return shows that of shipping there entered 726,916 tons, 
and cleared 723,750 tons, or a total tonnage entered and cleared 
of 1,450,666 tons. Merchandise was imported to the quantity of 
71,641 tons, and exported 108,735 tons, or a total of 180,376 tons. 
Complete returns for the passenger traffic by sea are not available, 
but these show that 30,309 passengers embarked and 9,822 
disembarked, or a total of 40,131. The total freight, both local 
and transit, carried by the Salonica Railway, during 1859, was 
128,719 tons. Live-stock to the number of 20,101 head were 
also carried. 


DANUBE NAVIGATION. 


Mr. Percy Sanderson, Her Majesty’s Consul-General at Galatz, 
and also British Commissioner for carrying out the regulation 
relative to the navigation of the Danube, in a report to the 
Foreign Office, dated the 26th June, encloses two sets of protocols 
recording the proceedings of the European Commission of the 
Danube in the Spring session of 1890, which opened on the 
13th May and closed on the 9th June. 

The executive committee presented the statistics for the year 
1889. These show that the tonnage as compared with that for 
1888 had increased by over 140, 000 tons, and that the average 
tonnage of vessels trading to the.Danube continued to increase, 
showing 788 tons, as against 753 in 1888. Of about 1,473,300 
tons of shipping, over 1,000,000 were vessels trading under the 
British flag. The dues paid by British vessels in 1889 amounted 
to over 76 per cent. of the whole, their average tonnage having 
been about 1,190 tons. 

A long discussion took place on the subject of the rules to be 
adopted ‘for the admission of vessels as postal and passenger boats, 
under which denomination they obtain a reduction of 60 per cent. 
of the dues levied. The rules, as finally established, require that 
to obtain the reduction of 60 per cent. granted for a_ passenger 
and mail service, there must be a regular time-table, giving dates 
and hours of arrival and departure ‘from the Danube ports, and 
this time-table must be communicated to the Commission and to 
the post office a month before the navigation opens. No changes 
are to be made in it without the Commission and the public being 
advised ; the boats must be properly fitted up for passengers 
and the decks not unduly encumbered; they cannot remain at 
Sulina more than 24 hours except under cireumstances beyond 
their control ; they must be prepared to carry mails, and give 
passage to the pilots travelling on duty. 
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Tue TrRaDE OF KHORASSAN. 


The following is an extract from a report by Her Majesty's 
Consul-General at Meshed on the trade of Khorassan for the 
financial year 1889-90 :— 

The information coatained in this, the first trade report that 
has been compiled since the establishment of a British Consulate- 
General in Khorassan, does not pretend to absolute accuracy, but 
the figures given, procured with considerable difficulty from the 
most reliable sources available, may, however, be considered as 
approximately correct. 

There are only two main routes by which British goods are 
imported into Meshed. The first is by the Black Sea, Trebizond, 
Tabriz, and Teheran, entailing a caravan journey of about 1,600 
miles. No transit dues are levied by the Turkish Government 
on goods coming this way. and 5 per cent. only is paid on arrival at 
Tabriz. The goods are then bought by Persian merchants, and 
despatched to Khorassan, where a further duty of 2} per cent. is 
levied. An English firm, with an agent in Khorassan, would not 
pay this latter sum, as, by treaty, English goods only pay 5 per 
cent. on entering Persian territory, and no further dues can be 
levied on them in any part of the kingdom. The camel hire 
from Trebizond to Meshed is about 274 tumans (7/. 17s. 2d.) a 
load, and the journey at the best season of the year would take 
about four months. Tie second route is by the Persian Gulf, 
Bander Abbas, and Yezd, or Kirman,* entailing also a caravan 
journey which can be traversed by a mule in 40 days, but which 
takes a camel, on an average, about 75 days. Camel hire from 
Bander Abbas to Meshed is about 9 tumans (2/, 11s, 5d.). The 
Kirman route is shorter, and the Yezd dues are avoided by 
traversing it; yet merchants often use the latter route, as Yezd 
is a busy mart, and they may obtain a sale for their goods there. 
Transport, too, is more easily procured there than at Kirtan, 
though it is cheaper by the latter route. As above stated, accord- 
ing to treaty rights, British goods need only pay an ad valorem 
duty of 5 per cent. on entering Persian territory, and after that 
no further duties or tolls may be levied on them in any part of 
Persia; but the privilege has not yet been secured fer our 
subjects in Khorassan, and the Persian authorities still levy sums 
amounting in all to about 74 per cent. on goods coming to Meshed 
vid Kirman, and over 9 per cent. on goods coming vid Yezd. 
The merchants complain that receipts are not’ given by the 
Customs officers at Bander Abbas for the Customs dues paid there. 
Consequently on airival at Meshed, having no vouchers, they are 
at the mercy of the Customs officers there, who, instead of charging 
only the difterence between the amount levied at the coast, take 
4 and even 54 per cent. By an official decree of the Council of 
the Russian Empire, dated February 5th, 1889, goods from 
Europe, India, and Persia imported into Trans-Caspia are subject 


* By Kirman, Ab-i-Bed, Rahwar, Naiband, and Tun = 940 miles. 
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to an ad valorem duty of 24 per cent, LExceedingly heavy duties 
are again levied on all British goods which are a necessity (such 
as tea and indigo) on arrival at Samarcand ; and piece goods, &c. 
are rigidly prohibited. 

The shortest and best route for Indian goods coming to Meshed 
would undoubtedly be that vid Kandahar and Herat, a journey 
of only 800 miles, or 30 stages from our own railway terminus, 
but the exorbitant duties levied by the Amir (2/, 2s. a ewt.) have 
caused its entire abandonment. The hire per camel load would 
be 33 rupees (2/. 6s. 9d.). 

Russian goods come to Khorassan almost entirely by the 
Trans-Caspian Railway, a small quantity only finding their way 
by Tabriz or by Astrabad. The total value of British goods 
imported into Khorassan during the year vid Trebizond and 
Tabriz was about 82,000 tumans (23,4292), and of British goods, 
vid Bander Abbas, 213,050 tumans (60,8712). This last total 
does not include the value of Chinese tea, the larger proportion 
of which should, however, be fairly included, as there is no 
doubt that most of it was purchased and brought from China by 
English merchants. No less than 415,000 tumans (118,571) 
worth of China green tea, and 18,000 tumans (5,1432.) worth of 
China black tea came from Bombay, while the value of the 
Indian green tea was only 25,000 tumans (7,143/.), and of the 
Indian black tea, which is universally drunk in Khorassan, 
42,00U° tumans (12,000/.). Thus the total value of Chinese 
tea was 433,000 tumans (123,714/.), against 67,000 tumans 
(19,1432) of Indian. Nearly all the green tea (430,000 
tumans worth = 122,857/.) went on to Bokhara, Khiva,&c. <A 
Peshawar tea merchant, just arrived here to arrange to forward 
his goods by this route in future states that the Amir of 
Afghanistan levies 80 Indiin rupees (5/. 13s. 4d.) on every camel- 
load of goods passing through his territory (¢/d@ Kabul) to Bokhara. 
The Amir of Bokhara also levies 2} per cent. He further states 
that a pound of tea, costing 12 annas in India, will cost 
about 16 annas when it reaches Meshed, 18 annas when it reaches 
Bokhara by this route, and 21 annas by the Kabul route. He says 
two-thirds of the green tea imported into Bokhara is Chinese, and 
one-third Indian. If this isso, a great quantity of Indian tea must 
travel there by Kabul, the most expensive route, and the Indian 
merchants must be unaware that the Persian route is the cheapest. 
India supplies all the indigo used in these parts, and 18,000 
tumans (5,1437.) worth passes on to Russian territory by Persia. 
The total value of British goods, omitting Chinese tea, imported 
into Khorassan was 295,050 tumans (84,300/.), and of Russian 
goods 386,420 tumans (110,408/.). All articles of English manu- 
facture are considered infinitely superior, and are much preferred 
to Russian goods, but being of better materials, and having to be 
brought a longer distance, they cannot be sold so cheaply. At 
the present moment English and Russian chintzes are selling at 
the same price in the bazaars. The Russians are trying to force 
the English article out of the market, by the importation of large 
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quantities of their own chintz, which they are selling at a very 
small profit. The''English chintz, on the other hand, must be got 
rid of, and so it, too, is being sold at a loss, or at uo profit. 
It is obvious that with the Trans-Caspian Railway at Ashkabad, 
only 150 miles from Meshed, and with both towns linked, as they 
shortly will be, by an excellint macadamised road, British goods 
having to cross the seas and traverse the long rough land routes 
above indicated, cannot hope to compete with Russian goud:, and 
must eventually be driven entirely out of the market, even in 
these provinces of Persia, unless our own railway is extended in 
this direction. English broadcloth is preferred to all others, but 
the cheaper material from other parts of Europe, brought by 
Tabriz, find a readier sale. There isa good demand for what is 
called Russian imitation broadcloth, a thick cvotton-coloured 
material with a nap which, however, has very little wear, and soon 
looks extremely shabby. 

Russian sugar has entirely driven Indian and all other sugars 
out of the market. It is sold in the bazaars at about 44d. per Ib. 
The wholesale price of sugar in India is 34d. per lb. ; so, under 
any circumstances, even if the bounties granted by the Russian 
Government to Russians for exporting sugar were withdrawn, it 
would be difficult to undersell them in Khorassan. Yet Indian 
sugar, being made from sugar cane, is far better, sweeter, and 
easier to melt than Russian sugar, and is looked upon as a sweet- 
meat by the Khorassanis. None came last year, but there is still 
a little remaining in the market from former years. There is no 
reason why sugar should not be manufactured here, as most 
excellent beets are grown, and are largely consumed by the 
people, 

The chief exports of native produce from Khorassan are 
opium, cotton, wool, turquoises, dried fruits, almonds, carpets, and 
shawls. A very large proportion of the goods from Europe and 
India pass on to Russian territory and to Afghanistan. Opium 
is the only native article exported in any quantity (130,000 tumans, 
or 37,1432, worth) towards India, its destination being China, 
50,000 tumans, or 14,286/. worth, also went to Constantinople eid 
Teheran. Of other native goods only about 6,350 tumans, or 
1,814/, worth, found their way to India. Wool, cotion, dried 
fruits, turquoises, &c., to the value of 390,050 tumans (111,442) 
were exported to Russia.— (No. 753, Foreign Office Annual 
Series.) 


MINERAL Deposits oF Cusa. 


The following is an extract from a recent report of the Consul- 
General at Havana :— 

“The recent discoveries of mineral deposits in this island ave 
of sufficient commercial importance to warrant my giving some 
further particulars concerning them. 


i 
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“With the exception of copper, the existence of which 
was known to the aborigines and early Spanish settlers, no 
other metals were supposed to exist in appreciable quantities 
in Cuba. 

“The island, with its 2,000 miles of seaboard, its extensive and 
impenetrable forests, its total want of roads and means of loco- 
motion, had always been a closed country to foreigners ; while 
the interior was but little known to its scanty inhabitants, who, 
grouped about the ports and small towns, thought only of raising 
and selling the produce of agriculture, then, as now, the staple 
produce and support of the colony. 

“ First, in 1880, iron in large quantities was known to exist in 
the mountains of the eastern provinces, and, in the following 
year, the first iron mines were reported and claimed, aud the 
right of working 780 hectares obtained from the Government ; 
the consequence of which was the subsequent discovery of many 
fields and lodes of rich iron, and manganese, and other metals, 
including some gold and asphalt. 

“ Since then I have on several occasions endeavoured to call the 
attention of the British public to the opening Cuba offers for 
mining enterprise, but hitherto the fizld has been Jeit to the 
Americans, who, during the last decade, have made some profit- 
able ventures. The Juruaga iron mines have now for six years 
been successfully worked with American capital, an] recently 
another large group of similar mines has been bought by a 
Philadelphian syndicate, who have formed a company called 
the ‘Signa Iron Company’ to work them with a capital of 
5,000,000 dol:. 

* The price paid is reported to be: 150,000 dols. cash, with a 
royalty of 30 ¢. silver per ton on the first 60,000 tons of ore 
extracted; 25 c. silver per ton on the next 40,000 tons; and 
20 ¢. silver per ton on all the tonnage extracted over and above 
100,000 tons, during the first year’s working. 

“Operations are to commence in October of the present 
year by the construction of a bridge and artificial harbour, and a 
railway thence to the mines. 

“The Americans have the reputation of being shrewd and 
cautious in their foreign ventures, and the fact of their having 
invested so largely in Cuban mines has attracted the attention of 
the natives to the latent wealth of their island, and fresh mines 
are being eagerly sought for and claimed; thus, several appa- 
rently valuable mining properties are at present in the market, 
one or two of which appear to be of brilliant promise and easy 
access. 

“The analysis of the surface ore from one of these mines gave 
28 per cent. of iron and 29 per cent. of manganese (metallic). It 
is situated cn the const, and it is computed that the surface ore, 
and that known by borings to exist in the lodes, will give 6,000 
tons monthly for the next 50 years. 

“ The cost of breaking the ore and its shipment to the States 
is calculated at from 6 to 8 dols. per ton, which, at current 
American prices, should leave a profit of 7 dels, per ton. 
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* Ten distinct groups of iron mines have been discovered and 
claimed for working, eight of which are for sale, the owners being 
too poor to work them. 

“ Two only have been sold, as stated above, to Americans, one 
of which gives 67 per cent. of pure iron. Some are reported to 
contain neither phosphorus nor sulphur; another is stated to 
have 500,000 tons of rich iron on the surface, without counting 
what is below it; and all are reported by native and American 
experts to be more cr less extensive and valuable — some 
exceedingly so. 

“ All mines are exempt during 20 years from export duty and 
surface tax, and are allowed free import of coals. These 
exemptions, the facility of obtaining labour, the low rates of 
freight to the States, and the steady demand for iron, ought to 
facilitate and render profitable the working of these promising 
properties. 

“The Americans have made a good beginning, Germon ccn- 
sular reports have already drawn attention to them, and it would 
be a matter of regret should Englishmen (who often travel far 
to make doubtful investments) neglect good opportunities nearer 
home. 

“T am not an expert in mining matters, nor have I for reference 
the current rates of pig and steel in the English market, but in 
view of the fact that there is abundance of hard wood in the 
island, and coal is free, it would seem that smelting on the spot 
could be carried on, and the pure metal shipped to England by 
return coalers, or the steamers which run between Cuba, Glasgow, 
and Liverpool. 

“Tt will occur to some to ask why such valuable mines 
remained so lung unsold, six years having elapsed between the 
first and last. sale. 

“The principal cause has, doubtless, been the exaggerated 
prices asked; but the reasonable sum lately accepted for the 
Signa property must have a moderating influence on future sales, 
which will have to be effected more or less on the same basis.” 
—(No. 177, Foreign Office Miscellaneous Series.) 
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VIII.—MISCELLANEOUS TRADE NOTICES. 


AGRICULTURE IN Russta.— The Russian Gazette de St. 
Pétersbourg states that the Russian Department of Agriculture 
will open during the coming autumn a large number of dairy- 
schools in connexion with private estates in all parts of the 
country. Any farm possessing a minimum of 80 cows, each 
supplying more than 100 vedros (270 gallons) of milk a year, may 
apply to the department for a school of this kind, and a master, 
salaried by the State, will be sent down to give instruction. The 
course will be of two years, not including six months ora year 
during which the products of pupils who have left the school will 
be inspected, at the expense of the Government. 

The same Journal states that the attention of the Russian 
Government having been drawn to the need of irrigating the 
Crimea, the Minister of Agriculture will this autumn visit that 
peninsula, in company with the directors of the departments of 
forests and of farming. They will at the same time make a 
personal inspection of the plantations of trees made for the 
purpose of fixing the floating sands in the district of Dniéprovsk. 
The question of the water supply of the Crimea has become a very 
serious one. The local conditions present great practical difficulties. 
In former times there was enough water in the Crimea for all 
requirements, but the destruction of forests by incendiarism and 
by the hatchet has resulted in the drying up of the wells to such 
an extent as to diminish very sensibly the water supply of the 
peninsula at a time when the development of the cultivation of 
vineyard: has considerably increased the demand. The water 
which exists is so wantonly wasted, and is made the subject of 
such hot disputes between the local proprietors, that it will be 
necessary to legislate with regard to its use. The value of land 
in the peninsula depends mainly on the power of water supply, 
the existence of which on a property instantly raises its importance. 
Under these circumstances, the disputes as to proprietorship of 
what water there is have become violent, and have led in several 
places, and particularly in the Yalta district, to repeated acts of 
murder. The Government acknowledges the serious nature of 
the situation, and is prepared to inaugurate works of irrigation on 
a large scale, as well as to legislate on the strict division of the 
privileges of using the water supply. 


Russian Foreign Trape.—The Journal de St. Pétersbourg 
says that the Russian Customs Department has published the 
report on Russian foreign trade in 1889 by the European frontier 
and by the Caucasian coast of the Black Sea. 
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Compared with the preceding year, the Customs receipts 
collected in 1889 show, on a total of 79,784,976 metallic rs, and 
2,460,733 paper rs, a surplus of 9,837,554 met. rs. and 121,292 
paper rs. Customs receipts have particularly increased on cotton 
(1,700,000 rs.), on oranges (300,090 rs.), tea (about 145,000 rs.), 
cast iron (500,000 rs,), iron (836,000 rs.), machinery (620,000 rs.), 
coal, coke, &c. Compared with the preceding year, the importa- 
tion of cotton has increased by 1,737,000 pouds (8,627,000 pouds 
against 6,890,000 pouds), that of oranges by 443,000 pouds, of 
salt by 700,000 pouds, of coal by 20,701,000 pouds, &e. 

In 1889 the proportion of the Customs duties to the value of 
articles of food imported was 71 per cent., of raw material 19 per 
cent., and of articles manufactured 28 per cent. In 1888 the 
corresponding per-centages were 81, 19, and 31. 

Russian exports in 1889 amounted to 687,085,000 rs. (not 
including the merchandise exported from the Caucasus by the 
Black Sea). They show, compared with the preceding year, a 
decrease of 41 million roubles, or 5°6 per cent. The value of 
the exports converted into metallic roubles is distributed as 
follows among the principal subdivisions of merchandise :— 

Articles of food, 262,200,000 rs. ; raw materials, 167,200,000 rs. ; 
animals, 8,500,000 rs.; articles manufactured, 14,400,000 rs. 
Total, 452,300,000 rs. 

The exportation of cereals has considerably diminished, falling 
from 531,635,000 pouds in 1888 to 437,614,000 pouds in 1889. 

Notwithstanding a considerable recovery, Russian imports in 
1889 are far behind the figure reached in 1884, The following 
table, which gives the imports in millions of metallic roubles, 
shows in what proportions they have gradually diminished :-— 


Articles of | Raw Materials | Manufactured Total 

Food. and Animals. Articles. . 
1884 80°1 167°7 60°4 308°2 
1825 52°6 139°7 46°3 238°6 
1886 53°9 135°2 43°8 232°9 
1887 28°1 125°9 32°4 186 4 
1888 31°2 129°4 36°7 197°3 
1889 36°4 160°5 49°6 246°5 


The recovery in the imports principally affects herrings, wines, 
fruits, tobacco, butter, cotton, colours, coal. leathers, iron, skins, 
forest products, caoutchouc, chemical products, lead, steel, hopa, 
machinery, cottons, woollens, paperware, glassware, silks, articles 
of copper and bronze, musical instruments, We. 


The chief articles of import are tea and cotton. In 1889 there 
were imported 1,919,000 pouds of tea and 10,452,000 pouds of 
cotton. Of coal and coke, the imports reached 126,730 pouds. 

The movement of the trade of Russia (by the European 
frontier, not including the Caucasian coast of the Black Sea) 
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with the various countries in 1889 was as follows; the values 
being expressed in thousands of roubles: — 


—- Russian Exports. | Russian Imports. 
Thousand roubles.| Thousand roubles. 
Sweden and Norway - - - 13,107 6,110 
Denmark - - - - . 11,648 1,497 
Germany - 190,388 124,082 
The Netherlands - - - 45,541 4,442 
Belgium - 24,315 7,387 
Great Britain 257,607 95,877 
France - - - - 35,233 18,420 
Italy - 27,307 7,414 
Austria-Hun - 27,645 18,389 
Greece - 6,762 1,156 
Turkey - - 12,491 6,643 
Roumania - 7,276 1,236 
Other countries - - - - 27,765 81,028 
-| 687,085 373,681 
| 


The number of ships engaged in long sea voyages entered in 
Russian ports in 1889 was 12,603, carrying 3,815,839 Russian 
tons, and cleared 12,542, with 3,834,358 Russian ions. Compared 
with the preceding year, the movement of long-voyage navigation 
shows a diminution of 10 per cent. on the number of vessels and 
of 64 per cent. in their tonnage. 

The Levant Herald for the 16th July has the following notice 
with respects to the trade of Russia for the first quarter of this 

ear :— 

' The Russian Customs administration has published some 
provisional statistics relating to the external commerce of Russia 
during the first quarter of 1890, The exports amounted to the 
sum of 127,637,000 roubles, showing a decrease of 8,828,000 rs. 
as compared with the exports of the corresponding quarter of last 
year. The imports for the same period were 75,321,000 rs., or a 
decrease of 10,658,000 rs. on the previous corresponding quarter. 
The largest diminution in the articles of exportation is shown in 
cereals, while as regards imports the decrease mainly falls on raw 
material. The principal imported articles which show the largest 
decrease are: cotton, 2,061,000 pouds against 3,053,000; silk, 
1,624,000 rs. worth against 2,729,000 rs.; and wool, 4,035,000 rs, 
worth against 706,000 rs, 


Russian ComMERcIAL Museums IN Forercn CountRirs.— 
In almost all the principal capitals and towns of Western Europe 
are established, says the Nouveau Temps, large commercial museums, 
very well organised, with a view to making known what are the 
raw or manufactured products of such and such a country. These 
museums exercise a large influence over the development of trade 
and industry; in Germany nearly two million marks are annually 
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expended in order to make the collections of museums of this kind 
which exist at London, Vienna, Amsterdam, Stockholm, Zurich, 
Bremen, Rome, and in several other towns, as complete and perfect 
as possible. 

The Russian Ministry of Finance has for some time past 
recognised the importance of establishments of this kind in the 
principal commercial centres. In 1888, commission was appointed 
by it to examine the system of organisation of exhibitions of this 
nature. This commission having now completed its task, the 
Ministry proposes to establish in several European towns museum- 
exhibitions similar to those referred to above. The question is 
being discussed of commencing to establish them at Berlin, Paris, 
London, Hamburg, Naples, Stockholm, Constantinople, Teheran, 
and Tokio, near the Consulate-Generals. At each museum will 
be found books containing statistical and commercial information 
concerning Rnssia, and it is proposed to appropriate a sum of 


50,000 roubles for the expenses of establishing eich of these 
museums. 


Prize ror A Work on THE SitkK-WormM.—d<According to 
the Journal de la Chambre de Commerce de Constantinople, the 
silk section of the Agricultural Society of Moscow has offered 
a prize of 500 roubles for the best work on the anatomy and 
embryology of the silk-worm. Works on this question must be 
sent not later than the Ist January 1892. 


NAVIGATION OF ODEssA IN 1889.—The French Consul at 
Odessa, writing on the navigation of that port in 1889, says -—— 

The movement of the navigation of Odessa during the past 
year has suffered from the stagnation of the market. 

There entered into the port during the preceding year (1888) 
1,313 steamers, with a total displacement of 1,714,774 tons, while 
in 1889 there only entered 1,225 steamers, with 1,489,271 tons. 
It therefore results that in 1889 there were 88 steamers and 
225,503 tons less than in 1888. ‘ 

Clearing the port, there were noted 1,269 vessels, with a 
burthen of 1,570,096 tons. In 1888, clearances were represented 
by 1,305 steamers, carrying 1,666,668 tons, or a difference of 
36 vessels and 96,572 tons in favour of that year. 

As regards sailing vessels, the situation was in 1889 more 
favourable. In fact there only entered, in 1888, 73 sailers, 
gauging 17,442 tons, and in 1889 there entered 93 ships, with 
23,426 tons, or 20 ships and 5,084 tons more than in 1888, 
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Toe TRANSCASPIAN Raruway.—The Levant Herald for the 
7th July has the following :— 


A telegram from Uzun Ada reports that more than a quarter 
of a million pouds of cotton are now lying on the wharves of that 
port, while the railway is bringing up some 20,000 pouds daily. 
There can be no doubt that the railway is a constantly increasing 
success. For the first five months of the current year the receipts 
have been larger by over half a million roubles than those of the 
corresponding months of last year. Large engine works are to be 
erected shortly at Kizil Arvat, for the construction of locomotives 
for the Transcaspian Railway. The buildings, which will be 
erected by an English contractor, are to be fitted up with all the 
latest appliances for lighting and heating ; it is said, the machines 
are to be exclusively of Russian make. ‘The works are intended 
to turn out 48 locomotives per annum, <A rumour prevails to 
the effect than an exclusively Russian printing house will shortly 
be established in Dorpat, principally for the publication of a 
newspaper there in Russian language. The project for the 
railway between Vladikavkas and Tiflis is under revision by a 
committee. It is understood that the proposed line will 
necessitate tunnelling for some 4} versts through the principal 
chain of the Caucasus range, the great pass of Dargala, along 
which the present highway runs, being thus altogether avoided. 


TRADE IN SiBERIA.—The Gazette de Moscou treats in one of 
its latest issues of the commercial question in Siberia. Access to 
this country, already very difficult for the Russians themselves, is 
the great disadvantage for foreign merchants. The latter can 
only use the Pacific, but once arrived at Vladivostock they 
encounter new difficulties, the local market there being small and 
the despatch of goods into the interior costly and burdensome. 
It is natural that in these conditions native industry has the 
advantage over outside competitors. The latter, very prominent 
on the coast and in the Amour territory, do not show themselves 
in the governments of Yenisseisk and Irkutsk. 

The difficulty of reaching the central provinces of Siberia by 
the Pacific route has induced foreign merchants to seek other 
more fayourable routes. For this purpose they have chosen the 
Arctic Ocean. 

The Kara Sea has long been familiar to Danish and Nor- 
wegian fishermen. ‘The Russians also have navigated since the 
last century as far as the Bay of Obi. This route has not, how- 
ever, been scientifically explored ; neither soundings nor measurings 
have been mide, and the voyages which have been made 
bear an accidental character. The honour of the scientific 
exploration of these waters belongs to Nordenskiold, who in 1876, 
on board the steamer “ Imer,” made in 21 days the journey from 
' Tromso, in Norway, as far as the village of Yenisseisk. 
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The English were not long in reaping benefit, in the interests 
of their trade, from the investigations of the great Finland 
navigator, and they sent there, in 1887, Captain Wiggins with a 
cargo of goods, who, in passing by Goltchikha, went up the river 
as far as Yenisseisk. By virtue of this success, English adven- 
turers have obtained the privilege of importing into Siberia, by 
the northern route, their goods free of duty for a period of 
five years. 

This way of communication cannot, however, be considered as 
assured, navigation there being too dangerous, Thus, in 1888, 
the English steamer “ Labrador,” which sailed with goods in the 
same direction, was stopped by the ice in front of Nova Zembla, 
and had to go back without reaching Goltchikha, The year 
following this steamer arrived there, but the goods brought were 
not able to reach Yenisseisk. The Gazette explains by this 
circumstance the fact that Siberian merchants, counting upon 
English commodities, bought little at the fair of Nijni Novgorod, 
whilst later, the announced arrivals of merchandise not having 
taken place, they were obliged to complete their stocks of Russian 
commodities at the Irbit fair. 

Notwithstanding these obstacles, English commerce will have, 
according to the Gazette de Moscou, many chances of success in 
Siberia if, on the expiration of the five years, the privilege 
conferred on the English is renewed. 


GERMAN TRADE tn Morocco.—The Journal Officiel for the 
17th July last has the following note respecting the German trade 
in Morocco :— 

The trade of Germany in Morocco is sensibly developing, owing 
to the untiring efforts made by her merchants to dispose of their 
manufactures, 

German trade is without doubt likely to have a large part in 
the transactions of the country, at the expense of other similar 
producers, and what contributes largely to this rapid development, 
according to the Belgian Minister at ‘l'angiers, is the number of 
commercial travellers, merchants, and manufacturers who go and 
study Moroceo on the spot, stopping in the capitals to establish 
commercial houses there or to obtain orders. In thus periodically 
visiting their clients they are more likely to supply them with 
gocds to suit their requirements and under such conditions as 
often to exclude the possibility of any competition. 


Brestau Consumers’ Unton.—The United States Consul, 
writing from Breslau to the Stete Department at Washington 
with reference to the Breslau Consumers’ Union, says :— 

This is an association founded upon the co-operative plan, and 
has been in operation in the city of Breslau, Germany, for 
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24 years. It first started with only 40 members, who, being 
convineed that the true way to make money is to save it, entered 
into an agreement to purchase all their supplies for family use, so 
far as possible, at one place, which should virtually be under their 
control, and the profits, if any, inure to themselves. A small 
room was rented, a man employed to take charge, and the 
union at once entered upon a successful career. This organisation 
was started in 1866, and without capital stock, except that eaci 
member paid as a membership fee the sum of 50 pfennigs 
(12 cents) and a further sum of 40 pfennigs (10 cents) to pay 
the cost of his pass-book, and which latter sum is returned to him 
in case he desires to withdraw. 

From this small beginning the number of stores has increased 
to 43 in different parts of the city, and it is the intention of the 
management to increase this number so s90n as an increased 
membership demands it. 

The business of the union is conducted by a board of 
43 directors, elected by the members, and these latter choose an 
executive committee of five members, who have control of the 
actual business. The former is called the board of direction and 
the latter the board of management. During the year 1889 the 
former board held 12 mectings, the latter 104. 

The business of the union consists in furnishing, at the usual 
market price, all kinds of groceries, flour, coal, and bread, and (it 
it reed hardly be said) beer and wine alsc, which are here 
included among the necessaries of life. The goods sold are all of 
good quality, and, being purchased in large quantities, are some- 
times sold lower than the same are sold by other merchants, 
though this is sought to be avoided, in order not to create an 
untagonisin, or rather not to extend that already existing. No 
goods are sold to persons not members, and members are not 
bound to purchase exclusively of the union, though when they do, 
they must invariably pay cash. It is to this fact that much 
of the success of the union may be attributed. 

During the year 1888, the sales of the union amounted to 
1,499,529°84 dols.; in 1889 to 1,763,920°08 dols., the profit on 
which, after paying all expenses, amounted to 188,247°76 dols. 
In 1888 there was a membership of 28,059; in 1889 of 30,598. 
This, in a city of 312,000 inhabitants, would indicate that a very 
large majority of the heads of families patronised the co-operative 
store. A coal depét is located at a central point in the city, and 
orders may be left for coal at any one of the stores; but no 
dividend is given to the purchaser of coal. The union owns and 
operates one of the largest, if not the largest, steam bakery in 
the German Empire, it having a daily capacity of 60,000 pounds 
of bread, which is now to be increased to 74,000 pounds daily. 

Ordinaiily no one in Germany bakes bread, hence the demand 
for that article, which, in the case of this union, is made of rye, 
baked in round loaves of 4 pounds each, having the imprint of the 
union on each loaf, and is sold for the uniform price of 48 pfennigs 
(11:4 cents). This bakery gives empluyment to 1 superintendent, 
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1 chief baker, 30 bakers, 2 machine heaters, 36 drivers and stable- 
men, 5 female workers, 1 watchman, and 22 horses. When not 
engaged in delivering bread, the drivers and teams haul supplies 
to the bakery and to the stores. 

The other operating force of the union consists of 12 superin- 
tendents (who are also purchasing agents), 2 treasurers, 41 chief 
male salesmen or directors of the stores, 3 women chief salesmen, 
22 male clerks, and 95 female clerks. The wives of the chief 
salesmen assist at the store whenever it is necessary. 

The prices and profits for the year 1889 both show a decline, 
the latter being two-thirds of 1 per cent. less than in 1888 ; but, 
at the same time, the cost of maintenance shows the same decline, 
and customers have had the advantage of decline in prices on 
goods. The expense of conducting the business during the year 
1889 was 82,582°79 dols.; permanent investment and interest on 
purchases, 10,307°62 dols.; pay of directors and managers, 
5,879°52 dols.; dividend checks, 173,330°78 dols. The profit 
during the year was 15°47 per cent.; expenses, 4°68 per cent.; 
net profit, 10°79 per cent. The average amount bought by each 
member was 62 ° 40 dols. 

The system regarding dividends is as follows: It is assumed 
that the average profits will be 10 per cent., and each purchaser 
of a mark’s (24 cents) worth of goods is entitled to a ticket of 
10 per cent., which he must demand at the time the purchase is 
made. This ticket he can use in the payment of more goods, or 
he can retain the same, and at the end of the financial year 
receive pay for them in cash. There is, of course, quite a sum 
saved to the union by people not calling for checks, or where the 
purchase is too small to entitle the buyer to one, though the frugal 
habits of the German seldom permit him to overlook even a small 
sum that may be his due. The union owns a number of its stores, 
and puts by a sum in the sinking fund each year to guard against 
any possible loss, and also to provide for the purchase of more 
buildings. 

The stock of goods on hand January Ist, 1890, was 72,096 dols., 
with no indebtedness ; 53,210°42 dols. was added to the sinking 
fund, and 203,280 dols. of previous savings are invested in safe 
interest-bearing securities. 


Frencn Cotonres Arrica.—The Journal Officiel for 
July 20th gives the following account of trade in the colonies of 
France in Africa :— 

“ The commercial situation is calm in the Gaboon and in French 
Congo. The General Commissioner of the Government reports 
that there is an increasing tendency among the Pahouins to come 
down to the coast, and that emigration is steadily taking place 
from the Pahouin villages of Mondah and N’Futa-Befum towards 
Libreville and Point Owendo, where plantations have been pre- 
pared to receive them. This is considered to be a most favourable 
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sign of the pacific condition of the country and of the development 
of its trade. 

“ During the last three months of 1889 the general trade of 
the Gaboon-Congo colony amounted to 1,366,477 francs, of which 
551,024 frs. were imports and 815,453 frs. exports. The total of 
exchanges made by French ships amounted to 400,053 frs., thus 
divided :—Imports to the Gaboon, 388,754 firs. ; exports to France, 
11,299 frs. The ports of Havre and Bordeaux alone imported a 
value of 336,584 frs., Dunkerque came next with 28,200 frs., and 
then Marseilles with 17,043 frs. 

“The native products consist of ebony, cabinet woods, redwood, 
palm oil, copal gum, raw leather, nets, objects for collections, 
coffee, clarified wax, &c. The amount of Customs dues raised in 
the colony during the year 1889 was 374,343 frs., of which 
110,354 for the last three months only. For the last three 
months of 1888 the dues only amounted to 79,336 frs., or a less 
sum by 31,118 frs. During these last three months of 1889 there 
entered the ports of the colony 35 vessels, of a total of 27,242 
tons, and manned by 841 men. Of these 35 vessels, 8, with a 
tonnage of 26,530 tons, and a crew of 189 men, were French. 

“There exists at Libreville an experimental garden, in which 
the Government of the colony employs an agent to carry on 
experiments of various kinds with the object of discovering what 
plants of an industrial natare are most suitable to acclimatisation 
on the Gaboon. Quite recently the gardeners who work under 
the orders of this agent have been occupied in multiplying the 
india-rubber tree and the Oriental sesame. This garden at 
Libreville is now rich enough to supply specimen plants to the 
colonists. It has lately forwarded to the plantations of two 
Frenchmen settled at Ogooué a thousand young plants of the 
coffee tree of Liberia. An attempt is being made at this moment 
to grow European vegetables in this garden. The agent has 
recently returned from a visit to M’Djolé, in the Ogooué district. 
He finds this province to be naturally so fertile as to promise to 
become one of the most prosperous parts of the whole colony 
when once the practice of agriculture shall be introduced into it. 
Thanks to the river, communication is easy, the climate is healthy, 
particularly in the higher districts, where certain plants belonging 
to the special flora of the intertropical mountain zone could be 
cultivated with every prospect of success. He suggests cinchona 
as one of these plants. 

“Tt is now certain that at Cape Lopez, in Mandji Island, and 
in M’Djolé Island, it will be possible to breed cattle with success. 
The cultivation of the cocoa-palm offers Europeans a certain 
means of rapidly attaining a moderate degree of fortune. Some 
Frenchmen have already undertaken this form of cultivation. 
At Achouea and at M’Djolé there are cocoa plantations under 
French management which are doing extremely well. 

* On the Gold Coast the commercial movement is progressing 
further and further along the coast. From Assinie and Grand 
Bassam, where until now it has been concentrated, it is now 
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extending along the shore to Petit Bassam, to Lahou, and to the 
Jacks, where new factories are on the point of being opened. An 
idea may be formed of the development of the trade in this region 
by the fact that the Customs receipts for the period from the 
Ist January to the 10th June 1890 amounted to 96,374 francs for 
the French Gold Coast alone. A great stimulus will be given 
to French trade in the Gulf of Benin by the fact that the 
telegraph between Porto Novo and Kotonou, notwithstanding the 
immense engineering difficulties caused by the marshes and lagoons 
which it had to cross, is now completely finished. This line not 
merely has the great advantage of connecting Porto Novo with 
Kotonou, but of opening up the trade of the former colony with 
those of Lagos, of British Gold Coast, and of Europs. The last 
mails from Porto Novo give a much more favourable impression 
of the economical situation of the French establishments on the 
Gulf of Benin than we had been receiving. The hostilities 
between France and Dahomey could not but check the develop- 
ment of trade, not merely in Porto Novo, but at Kotonou and in 
the Popos, but the success of the French arms, and the works of 
defence executed at Kotonou and at Porto Novo have done much 
to restore confidence among the indigenous population of the 
colonies. The principal articles of export from these settlements 
on the Gulf of Benin are palm almonds and palm oil, A little 
maize and a certain amount of cocoa-nuts in shell are exported 
from Grand Popo and Agoué. The trade is principally with 
Marseilles and Hamburg, but a little is done with Liverpool and 
Lisbon, and, in the case of Porto Novo, with Bahia in Brazil.” 


Coryriant AND TRADE Marks CONVENTION BETWEEN 
France AND Bontvis.—The French Journal Officiel for the 
lst July publishes the text of a declaration signed by the 
representatives of the French and Bolivian Governments for the 
protection of literary, artistic, and industrial property in the two 
countries, 


French Wreck Sratistics—M. Victor Turquan, writing 
in the Journal de la Société de Statistique de Paris for the month 
of July last, with regard to the subject of shipwrecks in France, 
says :— 

the first time complete statistics of wrecks and other sea 
casualties have just been published by the French Ministry of 
Marine ; hitherto the information on these points has been partly 
supplied by the authorities of the Bureau Veritas. This office, 
in fact, only includes in its statistics those ships with a burthen of 
at least 50 tons in the case of sailing vessels and 100 tons steam 
vessels, The statistics given below comprise not only French or 
foreign vessels wrecked on the coasts of France, Algeria, and the 
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colonies, but also French vessels which have disappeared at sea 
or which have perished on the coasts of foreign countries. They 
apply to the year 1888. 

During that year the number of ships in question amounted to 
278, 198 of which were wrecked or were totally lost and 80 were 
stranded without injury or without sustaining serious damage. 

The 198 wrecks were made up in the following manner :— 
Sailing vessels of more than 50 tons, 88; less than 50 tons, 90 ; 
steam vessels of more than 100 tons, 11; of less than 100 tons, 9 ; 
total of sailing and steam vessels, 198. 

These vessels carried altogether 1,978 men and had a burthen 
of 40,318 tons. They thus included on an average 10 men with 
a tonnage of 200 tons. 

According to nationality they were distributed as follows :— 
French boats, 159 sailing and 9 steam ; foreign boats, 19 sailing 
and 11 steam. 

The proportion of foreign wrecks would be, according to the 
above, 15 per cent. ; the fact should not be lost sight of that these 
statistics only concern foreign vessels when they are wrecked on 
French coasts. 

The number of vessels wrecked on the French coasts was 116, 
of which 94 were French and 22 foreign. These 116 vessels 
were manned by 946 men. 

The coasts of the French colonies and protectorates have been 
responsible for the foundering of 24 vessels, including 16 French 
and 8 foreign (164 men in all). 

Finally French vessels lost at sea or wrecked on the coasts of 
foreign countries numbered 58, comprising 52 sailing and 6 steam 
vessels, with crews altogether of 868 men. 

It may be stated that the number of vessels lost out of France 
is only one half (52 sailing and 6 steam vessels, lost abroad or at 
sea) of that of vessels wrecked on the French coasts (103 sailing 
and 13 steam vessels). The total of the crews and the tonnage 
is about the same for each, which shows that the casualties which 
have occurred at sea or abroad were twice as disastrous as those 
on the French coasts. 

To complete the statistics there should also be mevalenelh 80 
strandings without injury and other accidents. This gives a 
grand total of 278 vessels, of which 240 were French and 38 
foreign. 

The 38 foreign vessels were distributed as follows :—LEnglish, 
15 vessels; Norwegian, 11; Italian, 3; Belgian, 2; Spanish, 2; 
Russian, 2; German, 1; Greek, 1 ; and Swedish, 1. 

Among the 278 vessels wrecked or stranded, there were included, 
according to tonnage, 70 below 10 tons, 36 from 10 to 25 tons, 
32 from 26 to 50 tons, 35 from 51 to 100 tons, 41 from 100 to 
200 tons; after 200 tons the numbers sensibly decrease: 13 
vessels from 201 to 300 tons, 18 from 301 to 500 tons, 16 from 
501 to 800 tons; lastly there were 8 vessels from 801 to 1,000 
tons, and 9 more than 1,000 tons which have been wrecked. 
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Frenow Port Works.-—According to the Economiste Francais 
for the 21st June, the following is a statement of the expenditure 
incurred on account of French ports from 1831 to 1887 :— 

Havre, 130,866,345 francs ; Marseilles, 87,294,596 frs. ; Dunkirk, 
77,705,425 frs.; Calais, 41,425,418 frs.; Bordeaux, 38,895,120 fre. ; 
St. Nazaire, 35,962,597 frs.; Boulogne, 32,786,097 frs.; Dieppe, 
26,970,409 frs.; Cette, 24,668,040 frs.; Brest, 20,519,984 firs, ; 
Rouen, 17,723,640 frs.; Honfleur, 14,879,226 frs.; La Rochelle, 
11,361,457 frs.; Cherbourg, 5,743,399 fre.; Nantes, 4,438,886 
frs.; 18 small ports, 209,825,765 frs. Tots] expenditure, 
794,694,592 frs, 


Frencn Rattway Receipts.—The Lconomiste Frangais for 
the 7th June says that the French Ministry of Public Works 
have published the statement of receipts from the working of 
French railways during the years 1889 and 1888. The following 
is a résumé of that statement :— 


Total Receipts. 
Systems. 
1889. 1888, 
Frs. Frs. 
Principal Companies 1,088,964,665 1,009,466,113 
State system - - - - 35,556,023 34,209,989 
Others - - 7,646,711 6,814,305 
Totals - - 1,132,167,399 1,050,490,407 


Showing an increase in 1889 over 1888 of 1,676,992 francs. 

Under the heading “ Principal Companies ” are included, besides 
the six large companies, the Ceinture and the Grande Ceinture 
of Paris and the Rhéne to Mont-Cenis line. 

The receipts obtained by the six large companies are as 
follows :— 


Total Receipts. 
Systems. 
1889. 1888. 
Frs. Frs. 
Paris-Lyons-Mediterranean - - - 345,524,569 321,574,707 
Nord - - 187,296,215 169,083,620 
Onest - - - - - 144,807,520 133,788,673 
Orleans - - - - - 168,154,026 156,616,752 
Fst - - - - 139,773,021 129,248,132 
Midi - 86,969,778 84,188,567 
Totals - 1,072,525,129 994,500,451 
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THe LaBpour Question.—The Journal de la Chambre de 
Commerce de Constantinople for the 5th July has the following :— 

By arecent circular, the French Government has invited its 
representatives abroad to forward, before the 1st September next, 
reports on the “ material, intellectual, and moral condition of the 
workmen ” in their district. 

These reports must not only inform the Government as to the 
labour problems in the world ; they must also give a résumé of 
the legislation concerning workmen, indicate the Bill which is 
being elaborated, enumerate the reforms to which “ public opinion 
would appear favourable,” and specify if, in reality, the existing 
laws are applied in the countries where the agents are accredited. 


Tunisian PHospHaTEs OF Lime. —The following isan extract 
from a report by the Belgian Consul at Tunis, dated the 


29th June last :-— 


The Mines Department of the Regency of Tunis has recently 


- discovered the existence of beds of phosphates of lime in the 


mountainous region to the west of Gafsa, extending over a surface 
of about 50 kilometres. 

The works recently undertaken have conclusively established 
the existence of phosphates in the regions of Djebel Limra, 
Seldja, and Stah, to the west of Gafsa, in large deposits, the 
workable thickness of which varies fiom 8 to 12 metres, over an 


_ extent of 50 kilometres. Analyses have shown that these deposits 


contain abcut 60 per cent. of tribasic phosphate, increased by 
about 3 to 5 per cent. by the washings. The total quantity of 
phosphates in this region may therefore be estimated at about 
6 million tons, or about 5 million tons of washed ore, having a 
strength of at least 62 per cent. of tribasic phosphate of lime. 

Other less important deposits are found in the mountains of 
Djebel Jellabia, Sehib, and Rofsa, to the south of Gufsa. This 
region is devoid of water, while to the west, for Limra, Seldja, 
and Stah, the River Selja supplies the water requisite for the 
preparation of the ore. 

According to information obtained at Tunis, phosphates are 
worth about 60 frances (2/. 8s.) per ton. 

The working of the deposits in question, to the west of Gafsa, 
would require the construction of a railway connecting them wd 
Gafsa to the nearest sea-port, called Skira. If this railway were 
constructed, the working of the phosphates, after deducting the 
expenses of extraction, washing, grinding, carriage, &c. would give 
a net profit of about 10 franes (8s.) per ton. The average annual 
extraction possible would reach 100,000 tons. 


THe Port or Fiumu.—The port of Fiume, says the Turkish 
Consul at that town in a report addressed to the Minister for 
Foreign Affairs at Constantinople, has largely developed during 
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the last six years, and is become the centre of the import and 
export trade of Hungary. Again, nothing has been spared to 
procure for this port facilities of communication, which have drawn 
towards it the Hungarian transit trade. More thaa 13 million 
florins have been spent on the improvement of the ports, and it is 
anticipated that it will cost quite as much to complete the works 
commenced. 

In the large port from 18 to 20 steam vesse's of all sizes and 
15 to 20 sailing vessels can lie alongside the quay ; whilst in the 
small port, known as -d pétrole, 4 steamers and 2 sailing vessels 
can be sheltered. 

The Fiumara canal, which stretches between the town and the 
delta, gives room for from 70 to 80 boats which navigate along 
the Dalmatian coasts. The delta itself presents an area of 
110,000 sq. metres and serves as an entrepdt tor the wood destined 
for exportation. A dock is about to be constructed there which 
will be called the wood port (port au bois), and where only vessels 
intended for the exportation of wood will enter. 

In the enumeration of all these maritime establishments, to 
which should be added the large warehouses of an area of 
61 968 sq. metres, and able to hold the contents of 4,970 waggons, 
it must be recognised that the Hungarian State has effected vreat 
improvements. In fact, in the last six years, the increase of the 
entries of vessels has been as follows :— 


1884 - 7,556 vessels with a tonnage of 1,272,673 tons. 


1885 - 8,619 1,442,590 ,, 
1886 - 9,533 1,315,451 ,, 
1887 9,874 1,379,478 ,, 
1888 - 10,266 1,555,327 ,, 
1889 10,303 1,640,580 ,, 


On the other hand, in 10 years, the imports and exports have 
grown to a considerable extent, as will be seen by comparing tlie 
following figures :— 

Imports,—1880, 677,736 metric quintals; 1889, 2,285,570 
metric quintals. 

Exports.—1880, 2,189,541 quintals; 1889, 5,807,569 quintals, 

There is at Fiume a petroleum refinery which imported for its 
own use last year 737,459 metric quintals of raw petroleum and 
a mill for hulling rice, which has largely increased the import 
trade. 

The exports wd Fiume, in 1889, were valued at 62 million 
florins, a diminution of 6 millions on the year 1888, which is 
explained by the unfavourable yield of the crops. 


Rattways Greece —The Levant Herald for the 3rd July 
has the following note :— 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Greece has approved the 
plans for the Piraus-Larissa railway as far as 462 kiloms. reaching 
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the village of Mazi. Four stations will be erected on this line, 
namely, at the Pirsus, near the quay, at Athens, near that of the 
Peloponesian railway, and at Menidi. There will also be three 
other minor stations at Mylos, Dehelia, and Bougati. An iron 
bridge 17°45 metres in length will be thrown over the Milos, and 
a few smailer bridges will be built in different. places. Near 
Menidi two tunnels will be pierced, with lengths of 150 and 130 
metres respectively. The Ministry has likewise approved of the 
plans of the railway from Pyrgos to Olympia in the Peloponesus. 
The work will commence immediately. M. Gottland, in company 
with several engineers, has already begun the preliminary surveys 
of the other lines which will be built by the State. 


Water Suppry oF ATHENS.—The Bulletin du Musée Commer- 
cial for the 7th June says it is a well-known fact that during 
summer the Greek capital suffers considerably from the scarcity of 
water. Now the Greek Government has recently placed before 
the Chamber a Bill providing for the conveyance of water by 
means of aqueducts from Lake Stymphalia, in Corinth, to Athens 
and Pireus. This enterprise, which is an important one, by reason 
of the distance from the lake and the works which will have to 
be executed, will supply to these two towns 1,500 litres of water 
per second. 

The Journal de la Chambre de Commerce de Constantinople 
announces that two large reservoirs will be constructed at Athens 
capable of containing 30,000 cubic metres of water each, The 
expenses are estimated at 4,000,000 francs, 


NAVIGABILITY OF THE EupHRATES.—The Moniteur Officiel 
du Commerce for the 10th July has the following :— 

The Ottoman Department of Domains has recently examined 
the question of the navigability of the Euphrates at all seasons. 
The engineers in charge of this mission have recently concluded 
their labours. They have expressed the opinion that no serious 
obstacle presents itself to the possibility of rendering the river 
navigable. 

The Belgian Consul at Aleppo says on this head that Midhat 
Pasha, whilst he wasValy of Baghdad, without recourse to any kind 
of dredging or work whatsoever, established a service of steam- 
boats, which rendered great service to the trade of the colony, but. 
which was suppressed as soon as the Governor changed his 
residence. The engineers are of opinion that the works to be 
executed are confined to the clearance of the remains of old 
sluices, to the stopping up of fords, and to the clearance, with the 
aid of drags, of sandbanks drifted by the current. 

The expenses necessary for this purpose amount to 500,000 
francs, without counting the cost of floating material. This sum 
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will be proportionately raised on the revenues of the Imperial 
domains situate in the vilayets of Aleppo, Mossoul, and Baghdad. 
The Sultan intends to establish a regular service by means 
of a sufficient number of steamboats, in order to give Aleppo 
a portion of the trade of Baghdad diverted by the Suez canal, 
The projected work will be the precursor of the large railway 
about to connect the Mediterranean with the Persian Gulf. It’ 
will henceforth secure, moreover, a certain outlet for the cereals 
grown in the regions mentioned, and which, in years of abundance, 
remain in warehouses in default of economic means of transport. 


CuamBers OF Commerce at Broussa.—'The Governor- 
General of Broussa intends, says the Levant Herald for the 1st 
July, to form chambers of commerce in the different districts of 
this province. One such chamber has been opened at Broussa. 
A silk merchant named Mehmet Shefik Effendi and Moroukian 
Dikran Effendi, have been elected by ballot, the first president 
and the second vice-president of the new chamber. 


Weiants Measures 1N to the 
Journal de la Chambre de Commerce de Constantinople, the 
project of a new law on weights and measures is being discussed 
at Cairo, 

The service of weights and measures, which will be administered 
by a special bureau, will be divided into two districts: the first 
will include the six moudiriehs and the governments of Lower 
Egypt, and the second will include the governments of Kosseir, 
with the eight moudiriehs of Upper Egypt. An inspector-general 
will be attached at the head of each of these two districts; he 
will be assisted by an examining inspector in each capital of the 
district or moudirieh. The number of examining inspectors is 
fixed at about 66, including the assistant examiners ; their salary 
varies between 72/. and 180/. Egyptian per annum. 

A fee of 24 millitme (10 paras) will be charged for each 
operation of weighing or measuring ; it will be charged to the 
person requiring the operation. 

Further, the Government will levy a fee varying between 2 and 
50 millitmes for the examination of each weight or measure in 
use by the shopkeepers. This tax will vary according to the 
importance of the weight or measure which is required to be 
examined. 

Kach examination must be noted in a procés verbal signed by 
the inspector and the shopkeeper concerned. 

In event of contravention, delinquents will be punished with 
a fine varying from 1/. to 50/. Egyptian, and with imprisonment 
from one to three days, according to the case and the gravity of 
the offence stated. 
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The law in question being about to be applied to foreigners 
and natives without distinction, it has been decided to submit it 
for the approval of the Court of Appeal before submitting it to 
the sanction of the Khedive. 

As regards the weights and measures now in use (Rot/, Ardeb, 
Pic, &c., §c.), it has been decided to allow their use for a period 
of five years, reckoning from the promulgation of the new law on 
weights and measures. 


TRADE OF CenTRAL Asta.—The Russian Journal Vedomosti 
has recently published interesting details of the traffic on the 
Central Asiatic railway. The total merchandise carried has 
exceeded 20 million pouds, or about 350,000 tons; and the number 
of passengers 200,000. The most remarkable increase has been 
in cotton, which has increased from 900,000 pouds in 1887, and 
890,000 in 1888, to 1,776,000 in 1889. Among the Russian 
products exported the most important increase is that of refined 
sugar, which is attaining a footing on all the markets of Central 


Asia. 


ConsTRUCTION oF A CarRIAGE Roap Prrsta.—The 
Belgian Minister at Teheran, in a report to his Government, dated 
the 12th June, says:— 

Communication is at the present time very difficult between 
Europe and Northern Persia, by reason of the obstacles in the way 
of transit vid the Caucasus. Goods must pass either by Trebizond 
or by Bastun, both very costly routes. But if Russia has the 
right for a period of five years to oppose any railway concession, 
the same is not the case with regard to carriage roads, which are 
completely wanting in Persia. Now the Imperial Bank, recently 
founded, has acquired the concession of a route from Teheran to 
Mohammera. 

The works are being actively pushed forward, From Teheran 
to Kom, the route is already practicable; at the end of the year, 
Burujird will perhaps be reached ; in two years it will be finished 
and the slow and laborious method of transport on the backs of 
camels and mules may become a thing of the past. European 
merchandise will then easily reach the markets of Northern Persia, 
and they will no longer meet with the competition of Russian 
products, which will always have to contend with the great 
difficulty of transport between Resht and Teheran, vid the 
Karsan Pass, 


Forrign Trape or Cutna and Korea.—The London and 
China Telegraph for the 8th July publishes the following summary 
of the Customs Gazette (No. 85) for the first quarter of this year, 
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issued from the Statistical Department of the Chinese Imperial 
Maritime Customs : —- 

An inspection of the figures shows that, on the whole, the 
present year, so far, at any rate, as the volume of trade is con- 
cerned, has commenced fairly well. The aggregate collection of 
dues and duties in China amounts to H.K. tls. 3,984,138, against 
H.K. tls. 3,793,896 in the corresponding quarter of 1889. The 
collection at Kowloon and Lappa amounts to H.K. tls. 251,968 
against H.K. tls, 245,299 in 1889; whilst at Lungchow and 
Méngtzu H.K. tls. 7,901 have been collected, the greater pro- 
portion of which was derived from transit dues. 

With regard to the details of the trade at each port, taking 
Newchwang first, it is satisfactory to note that there is a large 
increase all round in the imports, especially in the different classes 
of cotton and woollen goods, the quantities being more than 
double compared with the first quarter of 1889. The export of 
beans from this port shows a remarkable increase compared with 
the similar period of last year, when, however, it is only right to 
point out the export was exceptionally small. Taking the exports 
all round, there is a satisfactory increase. Tientsin does not show 
such a satisfactory state of affairs. The imports generally show 
decreases, and increases, where they occur, are unimportant. With 
regard to exports there are no special features. Medicines con- 
stitute the principal export, and under this head the increase 
amounts to nearly I.K. tls. 14,000. The imports at Chefoo, 
with two or three exceptions, show increases, All classes of 
cotton participate in this improvement, with the single exception 
of printed drills. Kerosene cil shows an almost phenomenal 
increase. In exports both beans and beancake show very sub- 
stantial increases, The same remark applies to straw braid. At 
Ichang the imports of cotton are smaller, with the exception of 
yarn, which shows an increase, both for English and the Indian 
article. The import of the former, however, is insignificant. 
Woollen goods, also, show a falling off. In exports, medicines 
exhibit a satisfactory increase, while there is a considerable falling 
off in tallow. Silk, again, shows a substantialimprovement. The 
cotton and woollen imports at Hankow are without any noticeable 
features. Where increases or decreases occur they are not of 
any extent. Metals, however, have fallen a good deal. The 
import of oil is also smaller. The Russian product is now 
classified separately, but it is.only about one-sixth of the quantity 
sent from America. _ The exports of beans and beancake are of 
diminutive proportions compared with the first quarter of 1889. 
Silk is much about the same as the corresponding quarter of last 
year, while tea shows a noticeable decrease Other commodities 
present no special features. The imports at Kiukiang exhibit no 
important changes. In cotton goods grey shirtings show a small 
increase, while metals show a shrinkage all round. Exports are 
much the same, with the exception of a decrease by almost one- 
half in leaf tobacco, At Wuhu the imports of cotton and woollen 
goods show increases. It is satisfactory to note that there is a 
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substantial increase in English sheetings, while American sheetings, 
which in the first quarter of last year made a sudden jump, have 
fallen away again to almost insignificant proportions. The exports 
of rice are smaller, while, on the other hand, those of wheat show 
an important increase. The only point to note in the imports at 
Chiukiang is an increase in English sheetings. The import of 
American sheetings seems falling away. There is a substantial 
increase in the import of Russian kerosene oil, which appears to 
be successfully competing with the American product. Tle export 
of beans and rice are much smaller. 

The Shanghai imports do not compare very weil with the first 
quarter of 1889. Both cottons and woollens show decreases. In 
the former class there is, however, a fair increase in English 
sheetings, while American goods of this description show a 
corresponding decrease. In metals, steel and iron exhibit sub- 
stantial increases. American kerosene oil is taken in increasing 
quantities, but the Russian product here again is entering largely 
into consumption. The export of raw cotton and hemp shows 
a shrinkage. Tea and silk call for no special comment. The 
trade at Ningpo remains fairly even. Cotton and woollen imports 
are much about the same, while metals, excepting tin, show 
decreases. Kerosene oil exhibits an important improvement. 
Exports present no features. Generally they exhibit a decrease. 
Wenchow does not seem to make progress. The figures generally 
show few changes. At Foochow, imports of cottons and woollens 
do not show material alterations. Metals are less, but oil shows 
a large increase in the American product. Exports generally 
show improvement, including tea. At the Formosan ports, the 
principal descriptions of cotton imports at Tamsui show increases ; 
woollens, however, again exhibit a shrinkage. The export of 
camphor is larger ; coal shows a decrease. At Takow, the imports 
generally are smaller. The export of camphor and sugar shows 
a fair increase. Amoy shows an increase in grey shirtings, and 
in the several classes of woollen goods. Metals are again less, 
but the increase in kerosene oil is maintained. In exports, sugar 
and tea are much the same. At Swatow there is also an increase 
in the import of grey shirtings. The other descriptions of cottons 
and also of woollens are without features. Metals generally are 
less. In exports, sugar and paper remain much the same. At 
Canton, both cottons and woollens exhibit increases. In metals, 
lead shows an appreciable increase. The Russian import of oil 
has almost disappeared. In exports, silk has.improved, while tea 
is considerably less. At Kiungchow the imports of cottons, 
woollens, and metals are slightly smaller. The exports of eggs 
and pigs are considerably smaller. The imports at Pakhoi are 
normal. The exports of sugar and ground-nut oil have decreased 


- by more than one-half compared with the same period of last year. 


During the quarter 2,502,977 tons of shipping entered at the 
Treaty Ports, against 2,656,061 tons in 1889; of tonnage cleared 
there was, in 1890, 2,543,432 tons, against 2,387,978 tons in 
1889. In opium the total import at all ports for the quarter was 
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22,450 piculs, against 21,759 piculs in 1889. In transit passes 
38,407 were issued for conveyance of goods to the interior, 
against 31,524 in 1889; and 416 were surrendered, against 377 
in the same quarter of 1889, for the conveyance of goods from the 
interior. 


Korea.—The gross revenue collected at the three Treaty Ports 
in Korea shows a very large increase compared with the opening 
quarter of last year, being 114,536 dols. against 49,094 dols, The 
collection at Jenchuan (Chemulpo) has nearly doubled, while that 
of Fusan is nearly four times as much. Yuensan (Gensan) also 
participates in the improvement, though not to so large an extent. 
With regard to the quarter’s trade at these ports, the imports at 
Chemulpo exhibit several important increases, notably in shirtings 
and other descriptions of cottons. Woollens and metals have also 
increased. Kerosene oil is much about the same as last year. 
The Russian product is only imported to a small extent. In 
exports beans show a large increase. The wheat export was 
insignificant, while that of silk piece goods was nil. Hides are 
about the same. At Fusan the imports of cottons, woollens, and 
metal have largely increased. The import of kerosene oil, on the 
other hand, exhibits a substantial decrease. The exports generally 
show improvement, especially in beans and rice. The imports at 
Yuensan (Gensan) are not remarkable. Cottons in some descrip- 
tions show healthy increases. Metals are stationary. The exports 
at this port generally exhibit improvement. 

The export of gold from Jenchuan (Chemulpo) was 70,035 dols., 
Fusan 6,519 dols., and from Yuensan (Gensan) 60,457 dols, The 
imports at the three ports were nil. 


DETERIORATION OF Cutna TEA.—According to the Calcutta 
Englishman one cause of the deterioration of China tea is said to 
be the tax put on tea refuse, which prevents the Chinese growers 
from disposing of it at home ports, where they could otherwise 
find a market, and compels them to mix it with their superior 
teas. It is said that refuse, stalks, and broken leaf, will always 
find a market in China or in the Straits among the poorer classes 
if it could only reach them, but at present it is taxed just the 
same as the best quality of tea. A suggestion kas now been made 
to introduce 2 discriminating duty so as to afford an outlet for 
this so-called drainage of the trade, which is now polluting the 
entire traffic. ‘The matter was referred to-the Tea Guild at 
Shanghai, but they scorned the idea of any deterioration of 
Yangtze teas, although the fact is proved by evidence carefully 
compiled by the Commissioners of Customs at the tea ports. The 
Tea Guild, however, think that it might assist the trade if a 
graduated scale of duties were introduced instead cf taxing teas 
indiscriminately and irrespective of value. 
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AmeErIcAN Steet Propuction.—An interesting feature of 
the recently published statistical report of the American Iron and 
Steel Association is, says the Chicago Metall-und-Eisen Zeitung, 
the increasing percentage of steel in the total production. About 
one-third of the bar “iron” now manufactured in the United 
States is steel, so is nearly half of the plate and sheet iron, and 
40 per cent. of the cut nails and spikes. The rolled iron product, 
other than nails, increased only 74 per cent. last year, while the 
rolled stecl product, apart from rails, increased 32 per cent. 
Steel rails are now replacing those of iron on all the railroads 
which are efficiently managed. Will the next reform be whole- 
sale substitution of aluminium for the ferric material, crowding 
that out of the way as the latter is displacing wood for many 
structural purposes? It is not improbable. Clay is much more 
plentiful than iron ore, and recent experiments at least indicate it 
as possible that the new metal will ere long be produced as 
cheaply per unit of volume, if not of weight, as its elder brother. 
Such a change would revolutionise not a few of our manufacturing 
processes, and perhaps some of the habits of the civilised human 
being. 


Tue Procress oF Wromine.—The following is an extract 
from Bradstreet’s for the 5th July :— 

The recent growth of Wyoming has been very rapid. The 
census of 1870 gave it a population of less than 10,000. The 
increase to ten times that number in 20 years has been chiefly 
due tu the live stock interests, which continue to surpass all 
others in amount of capital invested aud the magnitude of 
operations. It is estimated that there are within the boundaries 
of the territory 1,500,000 neat cattle, 1,000,000 sheep, and 
125,000 horses, representing a total value of 75,000,000 dols, 
It is essentially a grazing country. In fact, less than one-sixth 
of the area of the territory is even estimated to be capable of 
cultivation, and territorial estimates in matters of this sort are 
apt to be large enough. Cultivation, too, relies upon irrigation. 
At present something more than 2,000 ditches are in operation, 
irrigating 1,500,000 acres of the 10,000,000 that can be irrigated, 
but the work of this sort so far has been largely done to get title 
to the land, and not one acre in 20 has ever been tilled. Better 
railway facilities are needed before further cultivation is under- 
taken. The chief agricultural product at present is hay. 

In mineral wealth Wyoming undoubtedly excels. Coal 
mining has so far received the most attention. Coal is found 
in every county, varying from two to 40 feet in thickness. The 
total production in 1888 was 1,512,936 short tons, worth at the 
mines 4,538,808 dols. One-third of this amount was expended for 
labour, The number of miners engaged was 1,527, who received 
at the rate of 90 cents to 1:10 dols a ton for mining. ‘The Union 
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Pacific railroad has done the greater part of this work, monopolis- 
ing it previous to 1886, but since then it has given outsiders a 
chance, and they have opened and developed a number of mines. 

The soda deposits of the territory are of special interest, for 
soda has not hitherto been a natural product of the United 
States. The salt cake of commerce is produced in the eastern 
States at a few places where salt is cheap and sulphuric acid can 
be made as a by-product; but the larger amount is imported 
from England, where it is manufactured from common salt by 
treating with sulphuric acid and roasting. In Wyoming all 
that has to be done is to dig it out and dry it; and the territorial 
geologist says the deposits will amount to 52,000,000 tons. Last 
year we imported about 150,000 tons of carbonate of soda 
(including sal soda and soda ash), valued at 2,900,827 dols., and 
in addition bicarbonate of soda worth 19,912 dols., and caustic 
soda lo the value of 1,300,851 dols. 

It is further said that Wyoming has iron ores of higher grade 
and purity than those found in Alabama, abundance of limestone 
to flux them, and, at easy distances, producing oil wells ready to 
supply fuel for steel-making or other manufactures, Tin also 
gives great promise. 

A recent Government estimate of the forest area of the 
territory is given in the Government reports as 7,718,400 acres, 
or about one-eighth of the whole territory. The forests are 
confined mainly to mountain ranges, between 4,500 and 10,000 
feet above the sea level. Yellow and white pine and white spruce 
prevail. ‘The lumber is similar to the eastern spruce lumber, and 
is suitable for all building purposes except as a finishing lumber. 
It has too many knots to work smoothly. 


Fires Spanish Amertca.—At the request of the leading 
file manufacturers of the United States, who are desirous of 
extending their commercial relations to Mexico and to Central 
America, the United States Department of State has submitted 
the following interrogatories to the Consuls of the United States 
in those countries :— 

(1.) Is there any demand for American files in your districts ? 
If there is, give particulars; if there is not, what is the prospect 
for creating such demand ? 

(2.) Are any files imported into your districts? Whence and 
what kinds imported ? 

(3.) Are any files manufactured in your districts? 

(4) Give prices at which files are purchased by the wholesale 
dealers in your districts, based on the enclosed list, by discount. 

This request (No. 4), if it can be even approximately correctly 
answered, will enable the American manufacturers to form a 
correct estimate of the value to them of the trade, as well as 
their ability to compete therein with other foreign manufacturers. 
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The replies received from the Consuls have been published in 
pamphet form by the United States Department of State, and may 
be seen on application at the Commercial Department, Board of 


Trade, S.W. 


Tne Progress OF THE Port oF Tampico.—The following 
extract from the last report of the Belgian Legation at Mexico 
deals with the future of the Mexican port of Tampico :— 

The formal opening of the railway connecting Mexico with the 
town and port of Tampico has just taken place. 

Situated in the State of Tamaulipas, the town of Tampico is 
abuut 500 kilometres from Mexico, and 400 from San Luis. 
The climate there is delicious, infinitely superior to that of Mexico 
and Vera Cruz. 

The section of the Central railway, recently open to traffic, 
puts San Luis and Tampico into direct communication. The 
latter town was founded in 1823, on the banks of a very fine 
river, the Panuco; it is built on a small hill surrounded by 
water, and the numerous public edifices found there shows the 
importance the town had before the Vera Cruz railway brought 
to it the greater part of its trade. 

The Federal Telegraph Company, as well as that of the 
submarine cable, have a station there. 

The new railway will certainly render to the port of Tampico 


‘its old importance, and it will probably become the first port of 


the Republic when the works necessary for rendering the mouth 
of the river navigable for large ships have been finished. These 
works have been entrusted to the Central Railway Company, and 
the plans have been made by qualified experts. A year hence 
itis hoped that a canal 16 ft. deep will free the bar, and that 
before two years ships drawing 24 ft. will be able to mount the 
river as far as Tampico. Once freed, the port will be easy of access, 
and qfiays may be constructed there. 

By the movement of the imports and exports, it may be scen 
how the trade of the town has fallen off since the construction of 
several lines of railway to San Luis; during the year 1887-88 
the exports increased to 719,789 piastres, whilst last year they 
only reached 658,022 piastres, or a decrease of about 160,000 
piastres. 

As regards imports, they have sustained a still greater 
diminution ; they have fallen from 822,455 to 513,763 piastres. 

The railways which now serve the country will, without doubt, 
stimulate the activity of the population. 

Agriculture is completely neglected, although tobacco, vanilla, 
and coffee grow readily in this region, and the climate and soil of 
the south of the State of Tamaulipas are particularly suitable for 
agriculture. Fine cattle are reared, however, in the country ; honey, 
medicinal plants, sarsaparilla, &c. are also produced ; aloes and 
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ixtle are also cultivated for their fibres; further, there are numerous 
salines on the sea coast. 

Maize and the sugar-cane are also regularly cultivated. The 
forests abound in precious woods ; resin and caoutchoue are there 
met with. Deposits of asphalt, and petroleum wells exist in the 
environs of Tampico, but the mineral resources have been very 
little studied in the country. 

By reason of the establishment of railways, the conditions 
under which the port lies will shortly disappear, and totally 
change not only the importance but also the nature of the trade. 

The loading and unloading of ships is at present carried on 
by means of boats each time that a vessel is of too large dimen- 
sions to cross the bar, and the cost, both for loading and discharg- 
ing, is from two to three piastres per ton according to the class of 
goods treated. 

Generally the bar is met with at a depth of 9 feet; some vessels 
drawing very little water can enter the river by sail, others avail 
themselves of the services of tugs, which cost 60 centavos per 
ton measurement up to 100 tons, 50 centavos per ton up to 200 
tons, 40 centavos per ton up to 300 tons, and 30 centavos per 
ton up to 500 tons. 

There are no quay dues. 


An iron lighthouse, 43 metres above the level of the sea, is 
placed at the entrance of the river; its lights may be distinguished 
20 miles distant. A look-out is also kept in order to point out to 
vessels the state of the bar. 

Tampico is evidently destined to become a port of the first 
order. It may be predicted that its trade wil! assume large 
proportions within a short time, for owing to the progress of 
industry and the putting into working order of new lines of 
railways, the progress in the export trade of Mexico is surprising : 
twelve years ago the sum total of the exports did not reach 
29 million piastres, whilst in 1888-89, the exports exceeded 
60 million piastres, or an increase of more than 30 millions. 

Agriculture, which was formerly limited to the requirements 
of local consumption, can at the present time reckon on the foreign 
markets as an outlet for its produce, by reason of the multiplication 
of ways of transport. 

The most valuable products of the soil consist of textile fibres, 
which are present in unequalled variety and abundance in Mexico. 
Coffee, the exportetion of which ten years ago was so to speak 
insignificant, has shown in a single year an increase of 1,400,000 
piastres. 

By these examples it is easy to see the future which awaits any 
town having a good port, situated in a region favoured by nature, 
and connected with the capital by several lines of railway, 
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IMMIGRATION INTO ParaGuay.—According to the Revue du 
Paraguay for the month of May, the number of immigrants 
arrived in that country during the first quarter of the present year 
was 777, or 465 more than in the corresponding period last year. 
Of these, 269 were Italians, 162 Spaniards, and 138 French, 
English mustering a total of 11 only. 


Tue Nicaragua Canau.—The following particulars with 
reference to the progress of the Nicaragua canal are taken from 
a recent issue of the Panama Star ;— 

But little work appears to be under way at San Juan del Norte 
on the Nicaragua canal. With the exception of surveying work, 
the principal activities of the construction company have been 
displayed in and around Greytown. The brush and timber have 
been cut down along the shore of the harbour and the outer bay, 
and comfortable buildings put up at various points. These include 
a receiving warehouse and depdt, quarters for the officers and men 
(the barracks for labourers at some distance from the officers’ 
residence), and a hospital where, at present, a number of patients 
can be accommodated. These buildings, although detached, and 
not grouped closely together, present a very decent appearance as 
seen from a ship’s deck at the anchorage, while the old town of 
Greytown is concealed from view by a thin fringe of timber 
growing on the sand strip between the harbour and the sea. From 
the head of the inner bay, and in a straight line to the “ divide,” 
16 miles away, an immense clearing has been made along the line 
of the proposed canal. The ground rises gradually from the sea 
shore, until it terminates in a bold rocky ridge—the Culebra of 
the Nicaragua scheme—where a considerable portion of the money 
of the enterprise must be expended, This clearing through the 
virgin tropical forest is over.a thousand feet wide at Greytown, 
but a short distance above is reduced in width to about 500 feet. 
Nearly parallel with this clearing, and about 200 yards from it, is 
another and narrower opening, intended for a railroad to the Silico 
lagoon and the “ divide,” and here Mr. C. P. Treat, a well-known 
American contractor, has just broken ground for that work, and 
has about 100 men at present employed. 

The most noticeable feature of the canal work, so far, at least, 
as regards its probable influence on the harbour of Greytown, is 
the jetty which has been carried out from the shore to a distance 
of about 500 ft. The outer end is now in 11 ft. of water. The 
jetty is 43 ft. wide, and is built in the usual American way by 
piling and filling in to secure greater solidity. Four rows of 
piles, 8 ft. apart, constitute the central portion of this structure, 
which is enclosed on both sides by sheet piling. The piles are 
sunk in the sand by means of a hydraulic jet, which sinks them 
from 15 to 18 ft. in from three to five minutes. A few strokes 
of the pile-driver hammer then drives them a few feet further 
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into the ground, 20 ft. in all, and fixes them in place and in line, 
ready for the superstructure of heavy timbers securely bolted 
together. Four sets of pile-drivers are used, the two outer 
supported on a heavy carriage, and moving from side to side 
across the structure, putting down two piles at a time, and two 
others on a following carriage drive the sheet piling. The spaces 
between the piles are filled with mattresses of brush, held in place 
by rock, of which only a small quantity has hitherto been obtain- 
able, but the sand rapidly fills in, covering the brushwood, and 
this small quantity of rock has served throughout, being used over 
and over again, as different sections of the brush mattresses have 
been required and put in place. An idea of the sweep of sand 
around the shore at that point may be formed from the fact that 
the shore line on the side next the mouths of the San Juan and 
Colorado rivers seems to follow along with the progress of work on 
the jetty, and now ferms a beautiful curve from the end of the 
jetty to a point about 1,000 ft. above its junction with the old 
shore line. This silting in will probably not be so rapid or 
noticeable as deeper water is reached, but it is only a question of 
time when the whole of that section of the shore line about 
Harbour Head and to the westward of it will be changed, and 
extended considerably farther into the sea, when the sand will 
probably sweep around the outer end of the jetty, forming bars or 
banks at the entrance of the canal, which will render dredging 
necessary in order to maintain a navigable channel. One of the 
immediate results of the jetty has been the opening of a channel 
into the old harbour of Greytown to the westward of the jetty, 
caused primarily by the action of the waves on the narrow sand 
strip between the harbour and the sea, and assisted subsequently 
by the flow of the river through the opening. This channel is now 
from 5° to 6 ft. deep and several hundred feet wide, and these 
dimensions are constantly increasing, so that the new entrance to 
the harbour is used instead of that at Harbour Head in the 
discharging and loading of ships which visit the port. Vessels 
and steamers now anchor off the jetty, and not opposite Harbour 
Head as formerly. Work on the jetty has been suspended since 
April because of the want of material, but a schooner arrived a 
few days ago with a cargo of piles, timber, and lumber, and the 
work will be immediately resumed. With the railroad finished to 
Silico lagoon and the “ divide,” rock will be brought down, and 
the woodwork will be supplemented by a heavy stone embank- 
ment on the west side of the jetty, which will secure the necessary 
conditions of strength and permanence. 


Banana Parer—The South American Journal for the 
12th July has the following note :— 

A new factor is entering the papermakers’ market. It has 
been proved that the banana plant contains a greater quantity of 
pure fibre than any other of the numerous vegetable products 
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used for the manufacture of paper. During the first 12 months 
of its vegetation the plant only produces a single-bunch of fruit, 
after which it dies ;, but ‘from its roots four to 10 young plants 
spring up. The adaptation of the plant to commercial purposes 
will, it is anticipated, revolutionise the paper material market, and 
largely affect the industry. The plant is easy of cultivation, and 
has long since been recognised by the wandering tribes in Central 
America as yielding many useful adjuncts to every-day domestic 
requirements, 


Corron 1n GuatemMALA.—The United States Consul-General 
at Guatemala, in his last report to his Government, has the 
following information with respect to cotton manufacture in 
Guatemala :— 

It is a surprising fact that only one cotton mill is established 
and in operation in the Republic of Guatemala. The fact is the 
more surprising when the facilities for conducting the business on 
an extensive scale and independent footing are considered. 
Climate, soil, water-power, labour, and the growth of the raw 
material lend most favourable inducements to the extension of 
such an industrial enterprise. The increasing demand of a market 
which is stocked with foreign goods at enormous prices, created 
by cost of transportation, excessive duties for Government revenue, 
and a rate of exchange on New York averaging 40 per cent. 
premium, add unanswerable arguments for the developed growth 
of the cottou plant and its manufacture into articles for domestic 
wear, as well as exportation to the Southern Republics. 

The mill now in operation, while it is not favourably situated 
as regards convenience of access for business operations, is, I am 
reliably informed, most prosperous. 

The cotton plant, grown from the pachdn seed, brought from 
Mexico and planted in the districts of Retalhulen and Mazatenango, 
produced this year 12.000 quintals (1,200,000 pounds) of the raw 
material, It is of a fine fibre and of a blue-white colour. It 
costs 5 dols. per quintal uncleaned and from 16 dols. to 18 dols. 
when freed from seed and dirt. The freight and transportation, 
by rail and other carriage, to Quezaltenango adds 2 dols. per 
quintal to the cost. These sums it must be noted are based upon 
Guatemalan currency, which, according to our Government 
standard, is 69 cents on the duilar. ; 

‘rom 50 to 60 quintals of cotton sre consumed weekly at the 
mill referred to. It manufactures the coarse cloth which bcars 
the generic designation of calico and yarn used by the natives 
in their hand-looms for making woollen cloths. This calico cloth 
sells at from 3°50 dols. to 4 dols. per cot of 24 yards. The yarn 
is put up in 10 lb. packages numbered from 4 to 20, ranging in 
price from 4°50 dols. to 5 dols. per package. ‘The cloth is far 
superior, it is said, to that of the English importation, as it 
contains only 15 per cent. of sizing. 
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As a matter of contrast in the cost of production it may be 
added that cotton from the United States costs at the mill in 
question from 25 to 26 cents per pound for the medium class, 
while the native cotton of the best character, such as is referred 
to above, costs 18 cents per pound. 

Doubtless the abnormal price of coffee, by which an extra- 
ordinary development of the product has been created for the 
past two or three years, has diverted the attention of capitalists 
from cotton-growing and its manufacture into articles of domestic 
wear. Should the price of coffee materially decrease—a problem 
to be solved to a great extent by the condition of affairs in- 
Brazil—it might suggest a new impulse towards manufacturing 
interests in this highly-favoured land of grand natural resources ; 
in which case, I feel assured that the growth of the cotton plant 
and its manufacture into cloth would prominently assert itself as 
foremost among the industries capable of being successfully 
established in the Republic of Guatemala. 


Rattway Construction Brazit.—The Belgian Minister 
at Rio de Janeiro, in a despatch to his Government, forwards 
particulars of a railway about to be constructed between the 
provinces of San Paulo and Rio Grande do Sul. 

By decree of the 29th March and 7th April last the provisional 
Government, ratifying the Imperial decree of the 9ti November 
1889, has granted to M. Joao Teixeira Soares the concession of 
the new line. 

The railway staris at Itarare, on the frontier of the State of 
San Paulo, where the Sorocabana line stops; it finishes at 
St. Maria da Bocca do Monte, in the State of Rio Grande do Sul, 
where it rejoins the line from Port Alegre to Uruguayana. The 
length of the line will be about 1,000 kiloms.; the expenditure is 
estimated at about 37,000 contos, or 92,500,000 francs, made up 
as follows :—Construction of line, 30,577 contos; rolling stock, 
1,840 contos; stations, management, &c., 600 contos; miscel- 
laneous, 3,301 contos ; total, 36,318 contos. 

The Government guarantees 6 per cent. interest on a maximum 
capital of 30 contos per kilom., or from 4 to & million franes ; it 
also grants to the concessionnaire an extent of 15 kiloms. of lands 
on both sides of the line. 

The main line will have two branches ; the first from Imbituva 
to the frontier of Paraguay, and connecting by two loop-lines the 
navigable portions of the Upper and Lower Parana; the second 
from Cruz Alta to the frontier of the Argentine Republic. The 
length of these branches is estimated at 600 and 200 kiloms. The 
advantage conceded by the Government are the same as for the 
line from Itarare to Santa Maria. 

The system in question will open up Brazil in those States 
which are the healthiest and the most suitable for European 
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colonisation ; these fertile regions only demand arms and ways of 
communication in order to acquire the agricultural development 
of which they are capable. 

Traversing Parana, St. Catherine, and a portion of the Rio 
Grande, the main line establishes direct communication with the 
railways of Uruguay; by its branches it is connected with those 
of the Argentine Republic and Paraguay. 


A New Inpvstry IN THE ARGENTINE REPUBLIC.—Accord- 
ing to the Buenos Ayres Standard, one of the most interesting 
features in the Rural Exhibition lately held at Palermo, near 
Buenos Ayres city, and perhaps one of the most important, as 
regards the welfare of the Argentine Republic, signalising as it 
does the birth of an important new industry, was presented on the 
stall of the Rio Negro Salt Company. The Standard proceeds to 
state :— 

Here, in an unpretending but exhaustive manner, are displayed 
the products of those vast salinas or salt lakes which lie some few 
miles north of the town of Patagones, and which this company 
has recently commenced to work. There are large blocks com- 
posed of big crystals taken in the rough from the salinas ; barrels 
of natural brine ; compressed cakes for cattle; coarse salt for 
hides and meat curing; ground salt for kitchen use; and refined 
salt, dazzling as snow, and in every way equal to the English 
bottled sait, for use at the domestic table; in short, salt in every 
form that can be desired either for practical wants or the dainty 
demands of luxury. Pamphlets are distributed containing analyses 
of eminent scientists which demonstrate the excellence and purity 
of its quality, and its adaptability for all known purposes. As 
regards quality, we were informed that a calculation had been 
made that in a given year it would be possible to take from tho 
Rio Negro lakes, occupying an extension of about nine square 
leagues, upwards of two millicns of tons, and that, in the ensuing 
season an equal quartity of salt wonld be found, owing to the fact 
that every winter the lakes became filled with a brine of a density 
of from 25° to 32°, which in due time becomes a solid cake of 
salt. 
Again, not only have these vast natural resources been allowed 
to remain dormant, but year by year immense quantities of salt 
are imported. and have to be paid for on a gold basis. Thus, in 
the past season, some sixty thousand tons have arrived from 
Cadiz, the value of which cannot fall much short of 240,0002, or, 
say, nearly a million and a quarter of gold dollars ; and table salt 
alone from England has reached the astounding quantity of 
fifteen hundred tons of the value of 12,0002. not to say anything 
of the coarser qualities. In short, it may be asserted, taking round 
numbers, that over two million gold dollars are annually expended 
in imported salt. The consumption by adjacent countries is 
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second only to our own. Uruguay requires each year some 
fourteen thousand tons, Paraguay five thousand, and the southern 
provinces of Brazil twenty thousand; and as saladero and other 
meat-preserving establishments swell in size and number, so will 
the demand for salt. It is evident, then, that there is a great 
future before the salt industry of this country, and that within a 
measurable time another phase will have to be recorded in the 
annals of the trade, the Argentine Republic having become one 
of the most extensive exporters, instead of, as at present, an 
importer. Perhaps the day is not very far distant when, by 
purveying salt to the millions of India, Argentine salt may be 
turned into English gold, Argentine salt will yet play a big part 
in the world. Meanwhile, it is encouraging to find that the Rio 
Negro Salt Company has won a first prize in the Palermo 
Exhibition. 


RaMIE CULTIVATION IN THE River Priare.—The following 
is an extract from the South American Journal for the 19th 
July last :— 

Mr, J. M. Hodgett, in a communication addressed to a {Buenos 
Ayres contemporary, furnishes some interesting information with 
respect to the efforts now being made to cultivate the ramie plant 
in the River Plate. Referring to an exhibit of the ramie plant 
fibre in the late Palermo Agricultural Exhibition in the Argentine 
Republic, grown by Mr. G. Hamond, of Buenos Ayres, and to 
which a first prize was awarded by the committee of the Rural 
Society, Mr. Hodgett remarks as follows :— 

“ In reference to this fibre I beg to draw your attention to the 
fact, that Mr. Blankenburg, a gentleman well known in Buenos 
Ayres and Paraguay, has for a period of years made experi- 
ments in the cultivation of the ramie fibre in the Argentine 
Republic and in Paraguay. The ramie plant cultivated by 
Mr. Blankenburg in Paraguay is of a very superior character to 
the fibre grown in the Gran Chaco (Argentine Republic), which 
results from the superiority of the climate and fertility of soil in 
Paraguay. With the improved machinery intended to be used, 
about 50 per cent. or more of fibre from each plant will be work- 
able in the European and North American manufactories. Thirty 
tons of this fibre sent to Europe obtained 34/, per ton, while the 
expenses did not amount to over 30 dols. gold per ton, Our 
experience shows that the plants in Paraguay can be cut eight 
times a year, and the root will last about six years. On account 
of the immense importance of this industry a lively interest is 
displayed all round, and it will not be many months before regular 
shipments of fibre to Europe and the United States will be made 
by a strong and well-managed company.” 
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TRADE BETWEEN INDIA AND THE STRAITS SETTLEMENTS. 
—It is satisfactory to note, says the Madras Times, that the trade 
between India and our colonies in Malaysia is rapidly on the 
increase. With regard to shipping, it would appear that, during 
the last five years there has been an increase in the tonnage 
moving between the Straits and Indian ports, but a decrease in the 
number of vessels. In 1885 the returns showed that there were 
609 vessels, with a total tonnage of 522,197. Last year there 
were 541 vessels, with a tonnage of 575,977. Taking the figures 
for the five years, representing entrances and clearances combined, 
the average tonnage has increased from 857 in 1884-85 to 1,064 
in 1888-89. During the iast six years the trade of India with the 
Straits, estimated in rupees, shows a steady increase. Thus, in 
1883-84, the States trade with India was worth Rs. 47,981,000 
and constituted 3°1 per cent. of the trade of India; in 1888-89 it 
was worth Rs. 67,700,000 or 3°78 per cent. of the trade of India. 
During this same period the trade of India with the United 
Kingdom, Hong Kong, and France (which stand above the Straits 
in their share of the Indian trade) suffered a diminution in the 
share per cent. which they took in that trade. In other words, 
the States trade with India has increased 41 per cent. since 
1883-84, and the colony is taking an increasing share in the trade 
with India’s customers. The import of sugar ‘into India from the 
Straits has doubled during the last five years. In 1884-85 it 
amounted to 44,236 ewt., sand in 1888-89 to 89,927 ewt. As 
there has been no material increase (as between these two years) 
in the total imports of this article, the increase in the Straits 
produce has been at the expense of other countries—principally 
China and the United Kingdom. Mauritius, which takes a much 
more important part in ‘his trade, also shows an increase. There 
is a considerable decrease in the amount of tea exported from India 
to the Straits. In 1887-88 it was 380,271 lbs. and in 1888-89 
only 81,222 lbs. On the other hand, the export of Indian opium 
to the Straits shows an increase in three years from 12,368 chests 
to 13,995 chests, although the export of opium to China and 
Hong Kong i is diminishing. The export of yarn from India to the 
Straits has inereased between 1887-88 and 1888-89 from 981 ,000 
Ibs. to 1,884,000 Ibs., but the export of piece goods shows a clight 
decrease, from 5,948,000 yards to 5,205,000 yards. 


Tre ConpiTIon OF TRAVANCORE.—The Times of India for 
the 13th June, in a summary of the report on the administration 
of Travancore for the year 1888-89, says :-— 

The year seems to have been on the whole a very favourable 
one. The net result of the financial working of the year seems to 
have been an increase of Rs. 6,49,230, which may be regarded as 
very satisfactory. The total receipts amounted to Re. 77, 64,494. 
The total disbursements to Rs, 70,03,048, leaving a surplus of 
Rs, 7,61,446, which raises the Treasury balance to Rs. 66,90,966. 
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This surplus is to ke held available for the construction cf a light 
railway to South Travancore, or if that project be abandoned, as 
a subsidy reserve for a railway on the metre gauge. The entire 
trade of the country during 1889, exclusive of transactions on 
account of Government, and the value of the internal traffic, of 
which there are no statisiies available, amounted to Rs. 2,03,49,981 
against Rs, 1,70,41,878 in the year preceding, and shows an advance 
of Rs, 33,08,103—by far the highest figure on record. Of the 
entire trade of the year, 61°3 per cent. were exports and 38'7 per 
cent. imports. ‘The bulk of the year’s trade was in copra, the 
value of which was nearly 36} lakhs, coir, over 24} lakhs, and 
tobacco, 254 lakhs, and in each of these important articles a large 
increase is shown over the commerce of the previous year. Land 
administration and education both made fairly satisfactory 
progress during the year, under this latter head the work of the 
Industrial Schools of Art being “ especially satisfactory.” Among 
new subjects now being taken up is the manufacture of pottery 
and porcelain, the experiments in which have so far given very 
excellent results. In this indeed, as in some other not un- 
important respects, Travancore occupies a very high place among 
the States of India, and its general administration is more than 
excellent. 


Tue Foreign Trape or Carcurra.—tThe foreign trade of 
Caleutta as a whole last year showed, says the Calcutta Englishman 
for the 24th July, a net increase of 67 lakhs of rupees, natwith- 
standing a falling off in imports of no less than 82 lakhs. Takin 
foreign and coasting trade, the net increase has been 21 Jakhs, or 
28 percent. The increase in the foreign exports was no less than 
150 lakhs, the amount comprising raw jute, 7263 lakhs; opium, 637 
lakhs ; tea, 512 lakhs ; linseed, 334 lakhs; rice, 249 lakhs; indigo, 
249 lakhs; gunny bags, 232 lakhs; hides, 150 lakhs; and raw 
cotton, 114 lakhs, Among the least important exports are rape- 
seed, 63 lakhs: raw silk, 61 lakhs; and wheat, 60 lakhs. Against 
a decrease of 48 lakhs in wheat and 24 in indigo, we can set an 
increase of 52 in rapeseed, 42 in rice, 33 in raw jute, 24 in gunuy 
cloth, and 22 in rawcotton. The advance in the exports of Indian 
produce was the highest on record. 

It seems natural to hear of iiflation in the umbrella trade. 
Owing to accumulation of stocks in Calcutta last year the imports 
for the present year have declined no less than 32 per cent. Still 
the requirements of the country seem to be fairly provided for by 
an import of 1,787,829 umbrellas, vaiued at 16 lakhs. Nearly 
the whole import comes from the United Kingdom, but Austria 
sends an increasing quantity of cotton ones, and France a large 
os gee of silk ones, for which, however, the demand must be 
imited, 
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CatrLe SaLes 1N Mapras.—The Calcutta Englishman says 
that in Madras, much more than in Northern India, the purchasing 
and selling of cattle appears to be carried on mainly at large fairs, 
held annually in various central localities. One of the most im- 
portant of these is the Madura Chithrai cattle fair, at which 
some 30,000 head of cattle are brought together. The bulk of 
these ure owned by dealers, but a considerable number are brought 
by ryots from the adjoining parts of Madura and even from 
Tinnevelly. Although no special care is taken to preserve 
different breeds of stock, yet the peculiarities of cattle from 
different districts is very marked, the finest of all being the large 
Mysore cattle, which are much prized for their strength and 
docility. In Bellary, Karnool, and Cuddapah a curious practice 
prevails for keeping up the cattle supply for labour purposes. 
Drovers annually visit these districts with strings of young bulls 
from Nellore. They travel through the country anl sell the 
young stock in the villages, and are paid by instalments usually 
spread over three years, which are generally collectel without 
difficulty or litigation. 


despatch, dated the 
18th June, has been received by the Board of Trade through 
the India Office from the Public Works Department of the 
Government of India, notifying that the Nandyal-Cumbum section 
of the Bellary-Kistna railway, a distance of 62°66 miles, was 
opened for public traffic on the 15th June. This completes 
through communication from Bezvada to Guntakal. 

The Under Secretary of the Public Works Department of the 
Government of India in a further despatch, dated the 3rd July, 
and received through the India Office, intimates thit the 
Bahadarpur-Bodeli extension of His Highness the Gaekwar’s 
Dabhoi railway was opened for public trafic on the 16th June 
1890. The line is on the 2 ft. 6 in, gauge, and is 12°71 miles in 
length. 


Tue Procress or Kona.—The London and China 
Telegraph for the 8th July publishes the following extracts from 
the report of the harbour-master of Hong Kong for 1889 :— 

The shipping returns show 30,777 arrivals, with a tonnage of 
6,37 1,087 tons, and 30,611 departures, of 6,301,640 tons, making 
a grand total of 61,388 vessels and 12,672,691 tons. Compared 
with 1888, there has been an increase of British tonnage amounting 
to 26,526 tons, and a decrease of foreign tonnage of 61,213 tons. 
There has also been a decrease in the junk trade of 289,018 tons. 
Compared with the average of the three past years, there is a 
decrease under the British flag of 416 ships and 167,053 tons; of 
foreign ships there isan increase of 53,510 tons. The general 
trae, as represented by the amount of shipping from and to the 
various countries, does not show, on the whole, any marked 
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alteration. Cochin-China, Siam, and the Gulf of Tong-King 
show a falling off, while the Coast of China and Formosa (in 
British ships) and India and Singapore show the chief increase. 
There is, however, a considerable falling off in the junk trade 
between Hong Kong and coast of China and Formosa. The 
trade with Great Britain and Continent of Europe does not 
differ materially from that of 1889. 3,669 steamers, 151 sailing 
vessels, and 26,957 junks arrived during the year, giving an 
average of over 84 vessels daily arriving in the waters of the 
colony. Of the steamers over 69 per cent. were British, and of 
those more than 50 per cent. were “ ocean: going.” 


Tue SratisticAL YeEAR-Book or Canapsa.—A copy of the 
Statistical Year-Book of Canada for the year 1889, being the 
fifth year of issue, has just been received at the Board of Trade. 
It is published by the Canadian Department of Agriculture. The 
work supplies information about Canada in regard to the following 
points:— Constitution and government, population and vital 
statistics, finance, trade and commerce, post office and telegraphs, 
agriculture, mineral statistics, mercantile marine and _fisheries,. 
railways and canals, social and other statistics, religion, education, 
law and crime, charitable institutions, Canada Temperance Act, 
patents und copyrights, banks and savings banks, Dominion lands, 
militia and mounted police, and insurance. 


Nova ScoTiAN MINERAL PropuctTion.—According to the. 
Toronto Monetary Times for June 27th, the following appears to. 
be acorrected list of the production in 1889 and 1888 respectively, 
of minerals in Nova Scotia. It is from the report of Mr. Edwin 
Gilpin, jun., Inspector of Mines for Nova Scotia, for the 
calendar year 1889 :—— 


1888. 1889. 
Gold - - - - Ounces 22,407 26,155 
Tron ore - Tons 41,611 45,907 
Manganese ore - - - ~ i 88 67 
Coal raised - . - mt 1,776,128 1,756,279 
Coke made - - 29,808 35,505 
Gypsum exported - - - ” 125,800 147,344 
Barytes - - - - % 1,100 None 
Grindstones, &e.  - - - Value, dols. 17,225 18,000 
Moulding sand ~ - - Tons 169 170 
Antimony ore - 308 55 
Limestone - - - - 9 15,448 19,000 
Copper ore - - - 500 


New Customs WAREHOUSE AT MELBOURNE.—The Mel- 
bourne 4ge for the 6th June has the following note with respect 
to the erection of a new Customs warehouse at Melbourne :— 
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The maritime trade of Melbourne has been considerably 
hampered for years past for want of a properly designed Queen’s 
warehouse. The small space in the basement of the Customs 
house has been found inadequate to meet the demand made for 
the storage of bonded goods, and as it was never designed for 
such a purpose, it is impossible to make satisfactory provision 
against the destruction by fire of the valuable goods stored there. 
Great inconvenience has also been occasioned by the absence of 
adequate accommodation for the large staff of officers engaged 
examining imported goods and those entered for export. It is 
proposed to overcome these difficulties by erecting a new Queen’s 
warehouse on the north bank of the Yarra, near the Metro- 
politan Gas Company’s works, and a tender was accepted 
yesterday by the Public Works Department, at 10,450/, for the 
construction of the first section of the new structure. It is 
estimated that it will cost about 30,000/. to complete the whole 
design. In the section about to be erected provision will be 
made for the Customs officers. The building will have a double 
elevation, and include six fireproof compartments, so arranged 
that each may be rendered independent of the other by means of 
fireproof doors. 


AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS IN VicTORIA.— Statistical returns 
have been received from the Government Statist of Victoria 
showing the production of the various crops cultivated in that 
colony in the year 1889-90. From these returns it appears that 
the total extent of land under tillage was 2,627,262 acres as 
compared with 2,564,742 acres for the preceding year. Of the 
total area 1,178,735 acres were under wheat, 236,496 oats, 
90,724 barley, 8,447 maize, 1,089 rye, 22,784 peas and beans, 
47,139 potatoes, 424 turnips, 984 mangel-wurzel, 396 beet, carrots, 
and parsnips, 1,957 onions, 451,546 hay, 9,453 green forage, 
146,143 artificial grasses, 229 chicory, 3,390 grass and clover 
seeds, 814 hops, 756 tobacco, 15,413 vines, 920 other crops, 
6,489 acres market gardens, 22,754 acres gardens and orchards, 
and 380,180 land in fallow. 

The gross produce of each description of crop in the whole 
colony during the year ended Ist March 1890 was as follows :—- 
Wheat, 11,495,720 bushels; oats, 5,644,867 bushels: barley, 
1,831,132 bushels; maize, 357,047 bushels; rye, 16,707 bushels ; 
peas and beans, 528,074 bushels; potatoes, 157,104 tons ; 
iurnips, 4,984 tons; mangel-wurzel, 15,604 tons; beet, carrots, 
and parsnips, 4,111 tons; onions, 10,815 tons ; hay, 666,385 tons ; 
chicory, 1,376 tons, and grass and clover seeds, 54,547 bushels, 


SrarisTicaL RecisTER OF New Soutu WALgEs.”—Parts 
ILI., aud LV. of this publication, which has been compiled from 
official returns by Mr. T. A. Coghlan, Government Statistician of 
New South Wales, have recently been received at the Board of 
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Trade. Part II. treats of the population, immigration, and vital 
statistics of New South Wales ; Part IIT. is monetary and financial ; 
and Part IV. consists of statistics of productien. 


REGULATIONS AFFECTING COMMERCIAL TRAVELLERS IN GOLD 
Coast Cotony.—A despatch, dated the 30ch June, has been 
received from the Governor of Gold Coast Colony, from which it 
appears that the regulations governing the treatment of commercial 
travellers in that colony are the following :— 

There is no special provision made for commercial travellers in 
the Customs Ordinance No. 10, of 1876, but every facility is 
afforded to commercial travellers and commission agents in the 
transaction of their affairs. The Comptroller of Customs has 
power under the Ordinance and subject to the assent of the 
Governor, to allow entries of certain goods imported to be passed 
in such form and manner as may meet the exigencies of any case 
to which the general regulations may not be applicable. 

The usual course followed in the case of goods imported by 
commercial travellers, as samples, is to allow them to be passed 
without any entries being made for them if of no intrinsic value, 
but if the said samples be saleable articles and of ascertainable 
value, a deposit amounting to the duty recoverable thereon is 
received on importation and returned to the owner on certificate 
of exportation of the same goods. 

Commercial travellers are not required to take out licenses nor 
are any fees recoverable from them except in the case of landing 
their goods from any vessel after office hours or on holidays. 
when they are then charged the usual fees piid by all importers 
in like cases. 


Rattway Trarric EarninGs IN THE Cape oF Goop 
Hors.—A communication, dated the 5th August, has been received 
from the Agent-General for the Cape of Good Hope, transmitting 
copy of a comparative statement, from which it appears that the 
traffic earnings on Cape Government railways during the month 
of May amounted to 166,054/., as compared with 146,752/. for 
the correspunding month of 1889. ‘The total traffic earnings for 
the eleven months ended May is given at 1,804,326/., as against 
1,418,950. for the corresponding period of the preceding 12 
months, 


British ComMMERCIAL TRAVELLERS IN THE FALKLAND 
Istanps.—The Colonial Secretary of the Falkland Islands, in a 
despatch, dated the 29th May, says that there are no regulations 
in force in that colony respecting British commercial travellers, 
nor any Customs regulations as to the introduction of travellers’ 
patterns or samples. 
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IX.—WORKMEN’S BUDGETS IN GERMANY. 


The political economy section of a learned society at Frankfort- 
on-the-Maine has compiled the budget of three workmen’s families, 
and it has just published the result of the statistical observations 
in a very interesting book. M. Arthur Raffalovich, writing in the 
Economiste Frangais, says that of the workmen dealt with in the 
book, one is employed in 2 Government workshop, and another 
in the factory of a joint stock company. In the private factory, 
dining halls where cheap meals are supplied have been organised ; 
working clothes and baths are also provided; the workman has 
not to pay any contribution towards obligatory insurance ; he has 
the prospect of a pension in old age, and in event of death, of 
regular assistance for his widow and children. In the Government 
workshop all this is wanting with the exception of the pension for 
old age and assistance to the widow. 

The first workman whose budget is presented is a cabinet- 
maker, employed in the Government railway works at Frankfort. 
He is 39 years old, married, with four children. This workman 
remained three years at school; for a year he took a course of 
drawing. His very small stature precluded him from military 
service. In 1869 he earned seven florins per week ; in 1870, nine 
florins; when he was at piecework he made up to three florins per 
day. He married in 1874. From 1873 to 1877 his average 
weekly wage was 24 marks (the mark may be taken as equiva- 
lent to one shilling); but after 1877 for some years he was out of 
work from October to March; the earnings of the household 
became insufficient, and, on several occasions, he had recourse to 
public assistance. In 1885 he was offered employment in a 
workhouse, where he earned 20 pfennigs per hour, to the 
maximum of 1°60 mark per day, This y.ar he has procured a 
situation in the Government railway works. This workman has 
had sixteen different masters and his chang.s of residence have 
been quite as numerous. What furniture he had at the time of 
his marriage he has lost, when, in defau!t of paying his rent, he 
has been evicted by the owner, and he has had to re-purchase a 
bed, &c. 

At the present time he is employed ia the railway workshop 
at cabinet work, The work lasts ten hours, from 7 a.m. to noon, 
and from 1.30 p.m. to 6.30 p.m. If work is slack the foreman 
can reduce the hours of work. The average wage is 3°22 marks 
daily, or 1,024°51 marks yearly (including twenty-five Sundays). 

The workman is assured against illne:s ; the fund supplies him 
with medicine and an indemnity in money; the subscription is 
3 per cent. of the wage, of which the avthorities pay one-third. 
If a member of the family is ill he is carefully treated. This 
workman shares in the pension fund; at the end of 10 years 
he is entitled to a pension of 16 per cent. of the wage, estimated 
at 1,000 marks; each additional year increases the pension by 
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1 per cent. of the wage, but the maximum is fixed at 400 marks. 
After 1897, the cabinet-maker of whom we are writing will have 
150 marks in event of incapacity to work. He must pay 
29°87 marks yearly. His widow will have an annuity equal to 
two-fifths of the pension for his children and, up to the age of 
15 years, one-third more than that annuity. 

Housing costs 14 marks per month; it consists of a room and 
a kitchen, the whole with two windows. When the Maine 
overflows its banks the house is surrounded by water; it is badly 
constructed and maintained. An apartment consisting of two 
rooms and a kitchen would cost from 20 to 25 marks per month. 

The morning breakfast consists of coffee (made not with real 
coffee, but with wheat grain roasted and ground, to which is added 
50 per cent. of real coffee); if sugar is added milk is not taken, and 
vice versd. The workman takes with him 10 pfennigs worth of 
sausages. The evening, at 7.30 p.m., is the time for the principal 
meal, which consists of vegetable or potato soup; weekly, from 
two to four pounds of meat. What is left serves for the second 
meal of the family on the morrow. Food absorbs 54° 85 per cent. 
(574 marks yearly); meat 12 per cent., bread 18°5 per cent., 
potatoes 2°9 per cent., coffee 5*1 per cent., spices, butter, &c., 
5 per cent., beer 1°9 per cent., alcohol 0*4 per cent. Daily, the 
family expends 37° 2 pfennigs per head. Fuel and lighting costs 
60 marks or 4 pfennigs per day. Tobacco figures for 5+ 2 pfennigs 
daily, beer and alcohol for 6 +5 pfennigs. Adding wine and cider, 
the weekly expenses are 50 pfennigs. The largest expense 
is for bread, 18} per cent. of the budget. Jn the poor-house, 
the amount allowed per week and per individual is 3 * 52 marks. 

In 1888 the workman expended for the clothing of all the 
family 42 +80 marks. The repairs cost 28 * 10 marks. 

School-books supplied for the children haye cost 9 marks. This 
workman is too poor to buy a newspaper, He does not tuke part 
in any association. For soap he has spent 6 marks 79 pfs. 
Extraordinary expenses have amounted to 12°10 marks, in which 
is included the cost of a pair of blue spectacles for one of the 
children. 

The second workman was born in 1857. He worked at first 
in a file factory, then in a caoutchouc factory, where he earned 
19 marks per week ; since 1886, in a chemical factory, where his 
wage varies between 19 and 20 marks per week. 

He is married and has two children. His dwelling-place 
consists of three garrets, without kitchen, costing 8 marks per 
month ; in 1888, he rented two rooms, a kitchen, and cellar for 
15 marks per month; moreover, he has the use of a garden plet. 

In the morning the mother and children take coffee with dry 
bread, the workman breakfasts at the factory ; as a second meal 
the children have bread with fat or fruits; at noon, potatoes and 
bread. The principal meal is made at 4 o'clock, when the workman 
returns from the factory: it consists of soup, occasionally of 
vegetables, and two or three times in the week of a half pound of 
meat. When eggs and salad are cheap they are partaken of. 
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The annual earnings in 1888 were 1,173 marks; for bread he © 
expended 162 marks (14 per cent.); for butter and cheese, 1°36 
per cent.; for fat and oil, 1*4 per cent.; for meat, sausage, &c., 
6°09 per cent.; for sugar, coffee, flour, and potatoes, 10°87 per 
cent.; for eggs and milk, 5°37 per cent., a total for food of 52°34 
per cent. House-rent cost 166°50 marks or 14°5 per cent.; fuel 
and light, 76 marks or 6°6 per cent.; clothing, 12°81 per cent. ; 
cleanliness, school, and amusements, 6°24 per cent.; tobacco and 
beer, 45 marks; taxes, 130 marks. At the end of the year he 
had 24 marks 79 pfgs.in money. This workman was able to expend 
7 marks for newspapers. 

M. Raffalovich says this is not a very brilliant picture of the 
position of the German workman, and there can be no doubt that 
the French workman can compare very favourably with his 
German neighbour in the matter of comfort and well-being. 


X.—MINERS’ WAGES IN FRANCE, 


The Bulletin du Ministére des Travaux Publics has published a 
series of statements on the cost of labcur in French collieries. 
The principal facts set forth in these statements are the following :— 

The oldest general figures relating to the wages of miners in 
France date from the year 1844. However, for the Valenciennes 
basin, there are in existence data as to the daily wage which 
go back to the last century, and which give the following 
indications :— 


W775 - - 144 sols per head.* 
1833 - - - 1 fr. 70 cts. ,, 
1837 - - - 2 % 


In 1884 an inquiry was made into the question of the wages 
of collicrs; but it is only since 1860 that information of this kind 
has been published annually. They form the subject of the 
following table, which recapitulates per quinquennial period the 
average daily and annual wages :— 


Periods. Average Daily Wage. Average Annual Wage. 
Frs. Cts. | Frs. Cts. 

is44 2°09 551°78 
1860-64 | 2°58 | 737-01 
1865-69 | 2°86 | 812°03 
1870-74 3°32 960°38 
1875-79 3°58 100343 
1880-84 3°80 1079°06 

3°72 1070-93 


1885-88 


* The sol corresponds to the present French sou, which is equivalent to 5 centimes. 
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Thus, from 1844 to 1860 the average daily wage has increased 
by 49 centimes, and from 1860 to 1888 by 1-44 francs, or 44 per 
cent. For the latter period the annual wage has increased in 
comparison with that of 1860 in the same proportion. 

At the same time that the wage improves the individual pro- 
duction per workman increases, It was, in 1860, 140 tons per 
workman annually ; owing to improvement in tools and methods 
of working it has gradually increased to 215 tons in 1888, This 
is an increase of 53 per cent. But if the yield of the workman 
has increased, the value of the product has decreased. Coal, 
which sold at 11 frs. 65 cts. per ton in 1860, was only worth, in 
1888, 10 frs. 31 cts., or a loss of 1 fr. 34 cts., or 12 per cent. 

In order to form a better idea of the relative positions of the 
working miner and the colliery proprietors, the total wages and 
the total value of the produce may be compared. This comparison 
shows that the proportional part of wages to value has increased, 


Visilieite Average Annual Average Annual Proportion of 
Bi Wages. Value. Wages to Value. 
| Frs. | Frs. | Per Cent. 
1844 | 16,293,000 36,552,000 44°6 
1851-54 23,844,000 | 56,079,000 42°5 
1855-59 39,274,000 | 95,955,000 | 40°9 
1860-64 50,845,000 114,389,000 44°5 
1865-69 66,709,090 154,833,000 43°2 
1870-74 91,080,000 | 220,508,000 | 41°3 
1875-79 107,830,000 | 243,655,000 | 44°3 
1880-84 117,476,000 | 252,134,000 | 46°6 
1885-88 109,200,000 | 227,753,000 | 47°9 


It thus appears that from 1844 to 1869 the proportion of wages 
to value has undergone different variations; but, since 1870 
wages have not ceased to take an increasingly large part of this 
value, and during the period from 1885 to 1888, they formed 
48 per cent. of it. The proportion was even 49 per cent. in 1888, 
It may therefore be said that labour and capital at the present 
time share almost equally the products of the working. 

But that does not mean that the capitalist always derives 
profits. Of 293 coal mines in activity in 1888, 166 only yielded 
profits; 127 really worked at a loss, However, 89 per cent. 
of the coals mined has been at a profit, that is to say, has been 
sold for more than it has cost. Miners’ wages do not constitute 
the only expense of extraction; besides the expenses for 
management and superintendence, there is the cost of materials. 
An idea of the profits of the owner may be formed by means of 
the net receipts, which serve as a basis for the annual mining tax. 
These net administrative revenues do not correspond in reality 
with the real industrial profits, because the former are calculated 
according to rules entirely different from those by which the latter 
must be estimated, 


i 
as*is indicated by the following table, which goes back to 1844, 
and is drawn up as the preceding one, for quinquennial periods :—- 
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The net administrative revenues have been compiled oar 
since 1860; they form the subject of the following table, whi 
has been drawn up, like the others, for quinquennial periods :— 


Average Average Average Net 
Period. Net Number of Product of the 
Product. Workmen. Workman. 
Frs. Frs. 
1860-64 18,081,172 68,988 262 
1865-69 22,415,392 82,151 273 
1870-74 35,440,456 94,005 377 
1875-79 39,435,560 107,462 367 
1880-84 41,110,196 108,869 378 
1885-88 37,941,820 103,023 368 


One of the columns of this table has the heading, Net product 
of the workman ; it is the quotient of the revenue divided by the 
average number of the workmen, and represents, consequently, 
what a workman has rendered net to industry. This product has 
increased since 1860 by 40 per cent.; but it has been stationary 
since 1870. This would seem to show that the miner, who has 
seen his yearly wage increase by 100 francs since 1870, has only 
yielded to the capitalist who employs him an annual profit which 
has varied but little during the course of these 19 years. 

Three main features appear from these statistical data :— 

1. The total net taxable revenue of the conceded mines has 
remained in statu quo since 1870. 

2. Increase of 44 per cent. in the average wage since 1860. 

3. Increase of 53 per cent. in individual production, but decrease 
of 12 per cent. in the value of the products extracted. 


i 
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XI.—CO-OPERATIVE LABOUR IN BULGARIA. 


The Levant Herald for the 1st July has a review of a pamphlet 
by Mr. J. E. Guéchoff on the subject of agricultural and working- 
men’s associations in Bulgaria, and says :— 

Mr. Guéchoff has reprinted in pamphlet form the interesting 
paper contributed by him to Madame Adam’s review on co- 
operative Jabour in Bulgaria. This exists in several forms, both 
permanent and temporary, the permanent instance being the 
perpetuation of the family communism which has been a prominent 
feature in the social economics of Slav peoples from patriarchal 
times to the present. The Slav name for this association is the 
Zadrouga, and it is formed by the spontaneous initiative of its 
constituents, The definition of it in the Serb dictionary is Plures 
familie in eadem domo, and the Croat law on the zadrouga in its 
tirst clause gives a fuller description of it :— 

“ Several families or members of a family occupying the sams 
house, under the direction of a chief forming one household, 
cultivating together undivided property, enjoying its revenues 
together, composes the patriarchal union which is called 
‘zidrouga.’ ” 

Ottoman legislation contained no recognition of the zadrouga, 
and it is an interesting fact that it should have been preserved by 
tradition through the five centuries of Ottoman domination. 
These unicns exist at Gornya Banya, near Sofia, at Pernik on the 
way of Kustendil, and in other adjacent localities. Mr. Guéchofft 
gives an account of several of them, describing their constituents 
and mode of existence. One such description will suffice as a 
specimen, and we take that of the Poptchevi of Pernik, which is 
the most considerable amongst the group of zadrougas in that 
region. It should be stated that every zadrouga has its chief, 
whose style is Domakin, and its matron or Domakina, of whom 
more presently after a glance at the zadrouga of the Poptchevi. 

It is directed by Domakin Doitchin Pavloff, former cashier of 
the Caisse Agricole of Sofia, and now member of the Discount 
Committce of the National Bank of Bulgaria at Sofia. This 
zadrouga is composed of six brethers, married, their mother and 
their uncle, also married; it thus includes one widow, 14 married 
folks, and 19 children, in all 84 persons, or 41 if the seven farm 
servants are counted. ‘The uncle is the oldest member ; he was 
Domakin after the death of Pavel, the father of Doitchin, the 
present Domakin, Fifteen years ago he resigned and his fifth 
nephew Doitchin—the youngest but the ablest of the brothers— 
was appointed. Under the wise guidance of the new Domakin 
the zadrouya of the Poptchevi has prospered, having bought new 
farms and live-stock, and built a new mill, Doitchin Pavloff 
directed the zadrouga all the time he was chief of the Caisse 
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Agricole at Sofia, Every Saturday evening he went to Pernik, 
busied himself with the affairs of the community all day Sunday, 
returning on the Monday to Sofia. He paid into the common 
treasury the surplus of his emoluments as cashier. 

In one of the Gornya Banya. zadrougas a similar case is 
mentioned; it consisted of five brothers: a husbandman, a 
shepherd, a miller, a tailor, and a priest. ‘The stipend of the 
ecclesiastic, like the earnings of the other four brothers, went into 
the common purse. The principle of the zadrouga is that every 
member contributes his earnings to the common stock and that 
all members are entitled to equal treatment. The schooling of 
the children is paid out of the general purse. The member 
indivicually has no preperty in anything but his own wardrobe. 
The clothes of each member are all that he or she possesses; all 
the rest is common property. The maidens who leave the zadrouga 
to marry receive no dowry. They are furnished with a trousseau 
for which the zadrouga receives counter-value ; a damsel who 
marries into a zadrouga brings a trousseau with her, and the 
zadrouga pays a proportionate prid, as this equivalent is termed. 

Thus much for the zadrouga which is the permanent form of 
combined labour in Bulgaria, and of which family relationship is 
the bond. Besides it there are several forms of temporary 
asscciation, with a view to production, which Mr. Guéchotf 
describes, and in which the family tie has no part. 

The most extensive of these is the association of market- 
gardeners, It owes its origin to some peasants of Lescovatz, in 
the department of Tirnovo, who, in the second half of the last 
century, formed an association and, crossing the Danube, went to 
grow vegetables at Cronstadt in Transylvania. They were suc- 
cessful, and their example was promptly followed. The number 
of associations increased ; they extended their field of operations 
to Roumania, Hungary, and Russia. The market gardeners of 
Lescovatz sought apprentices in neighbouring villages, and all the 
district of Tirnovo became a school of kitchen- gardening. 
Mr. Guéchoff describes the formation of these associations :— 

Towards the end of winter one or two experienced market 
gardeners form a droujina or company which is more or less 
numerous according to the garden to be cultivated and the town 
where its produce is to be sold. . . . . Generally in Bulgaria 
the companies are composed of from 6 to 15 persons, but for 
abroad, especially near large towns, they number from 40 to 50 
persons. Last year at St. Petersburg there was a droujina of 70 
persons chiefly from the village of Sredni-Kolibi, district of Elena, 
in the department of Tirnovo. The company contains associates 
and apprentices. The associates participate in the profits ; the 
apprentices are salaried. 

The apprentices are few, in the proportion of from 12 to 15 per 
cent. of the numeric strength of the company. The association 
is divided into so many shares, the unit of which is called an 
ocque. The head of the party usually retains for himself from 
1} to 3 parts of oeques, and the remainder are divided among the 
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other members of the association. The ocque is subiivided (like 
the weight so named) into 400 drams, and the participations of 
less than a unit are specified in diams, One associate is said to 
have 250 drams, another 150,—ze., five-cighths or three-cighths of 
a whole share. As soon as the droujina is definitively formed 
and the distribution of shares determined, the purchase of pro- 
visions for common use begins. Thenceforward all outlay is 
entere] in the books of the assoviation and ranks as general 
charges, in which are included travelling expenses to the scene of 
labour. Arrived there the work begins, and a shop for the sale 
of produce isengaged. ‘The vegetable repertoire of the Bulzarian 
includes 35 sorts of vegetables; the association has, therefore, 
often to hire extra labour, the cost of which goes to the debit 
of the undertaking. Every member is obliged to work ; but one 
is told off to make the bread, another to cook the victuals, which 
all share at the same table. With autumn comes the end of the 
enterprise and the day of settlement. Outstandings are collected, 
debts paid, accounts made up, and profits divided. These latter 
usually range from 35/. to 40/. per share, but instances of greater 
profit are on record, especially of one droujina which worked at 
Metz in 1870, and returned so laden with gold as to excite the 
suspicions of the Turkish authorities. The total number of men 
who engage in these associations is estimated at 12,000; they 
work all over the European continent, excepting Italy and Spain, 
and this year a company has gone to try its fortune in the United 
States. 

Somewhat in the same manner as the Bulgarian market-gardeners 
form co-operative associations, so also do the building trades, and 
flockaiasters. The master-builders, masons, bricklayers, &c., 
form companies and travel to localities where work is offering, 
and, after paying all the expenses of the tour, the surplus is 
divided according to a pre-arranged proportion, the chief of the 
company receiving two shares, the other members one, or three- 
quarters, or half, or less, as agreed upon when the company is 
formed. These builders’ associations are in the principle of their 
organi-ation almost identical with those of the market-gardeners, 
and differ only in points of detail. The flockmasters work on a 
different basis. It is they who supply the Constantinople market 
with mutton. In the spring they buy sheep from the peasants 
and form a flock of 600 to 850 head. They possess or hire 
pasturage, on which the sheep are fed till the month of August, 
when the flocks are driven down to Constantinople for sale. The 
shepherds employed in tending the sheep while they are fattening 
on the pastures, and during their journey to Con-tantinople, are 
not paid by wages, but each one receives the profit on so many 
head of sheep; for instance, the head shepherd would get the 
profit on 70 to 80 head, the second on 50 to 60, and so on. 
These participations are generally so arranged that about 25 per 
cent. of the profits is allotted to the shepherds, and the flockmaster 
retains the rest. 
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XII—UNITED STATES CUSTOMS LEGISLATION. 


In a despatch to the Foreign Office, dated the 17th June, 
Sir J. Pauncefote, Her Majesty’s Minister at Washington, 
encloses the text of an Act adopted by the United States 
Legislature, and known as the McKinley Administrative Bill, 
amending the law with regard to Customs. The following is a 
copy of the more important sections of this Act, the sections of 
minor importance being given in précis :— 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, that all 
merchandise imported into the United States shall, for the purpose 
of this Act, be deemed and held to be the property of the person 
to whom the merchandise may be consigned ; but the holder of 
any bill of lading consigned to order and endorsed by the consignor 
shall be deemed the consignee thereof ; and in case of the abandon- 
ment of any merchandise to the underwriters the latter’ may 
be recognised xs the consignee. 

Sec. 2. That all invoices of imported merchandise shall be made 
out in the currency of the place or country from whence the 
importatiens shall be made or if purchased in the currency actually 
paid therefor, shall contain a correct description of such merchan- 
dise, and shall be made in triplicate or in quadruplicate in case of 
merchandise intended for immediate transportation without 
appraisement, and signed by the person owning or shipping the 
same, if the merchandise has been actually purchased, or by the 
manufacturer or owner. thereof, if the same has been procured 
otherwise than by purchase, or by the duly authorised agent of 
such purchaser, manufacturer, or owner. 

Sec. 3. That all such invoices shall, at or before the shipment 
of the merchandise, be produced to the consul, vice-consul, or 
commercial agent of the United States of the consular district in 
which the merchandise was manufactured or purchased as the 
case may be, for export to the United States, and shall have 
endorsed thereon, when so produced, a declaration signed by the 
purchaser, manufacturer, owner, or agent, setting forth that the 
imvoice is in all respects correct and true, and was made at the 
place from which the merchandise is to be exported to the United 
States; that it contains, if the merchandise was obtained by 
purchase, a true and full statement of the time when, the place 
where, the person from whom the same was purcliased, and tke 
actual cost thereof and of all charges thereon, as provided by this 
Act ; and that no discounts, bounties, or drawbacks are contained 
in the invoice but such as have been actually allowed thereon ; 
and when obtained in any other manner than by purchase, the 
actual market value or wholesale price thereof at the time of 
exportation to the United Statcs in the principal markets of the 
country from whence exported ; that such actual market value is 
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the price at which the merchandise described in the invoice is 
freely offered for sale to all purchasers in said markets, and that 
it is the price which the manufacturer or owner making the 
declaration would have received, and was willing to receive, for 
such merchandise sold in the ordinary course of trade, in the 
usual wholesale quantities, and that it includes all charges thereon 
as provided by this Act; and the actual quantity thereof; and 
that no different invoice of the merchandise mentioned in the 
invoice so produced has been or will be furnished to any one. If 
the merchandise was actually purchased, the declaration shall also 
contain a statement that the currency in which such invoice is 
made out is that which was actually paid for the merchandise by 
the purchaser. 

Sec. 4. That, except in case of personal effects accompanying 
the passenger, no importation of any merchandise exceeding one 
hundred dollars in dutiable value shall be admitted to entry with- 
out the production of a duly certified invoice thereof as required 
by law, or of an affidavit made by the owner, importer, or con- 
signee, before the collector or his deputy, showing why it is 
impracticable to produce such invoice; and no entry shall be 
made in the absence of a certified invoice, upon affidavit as afore- 
said, unless such affidavit be accompanied by a statement in the 
form of an invoice, or otherwise, showing the actual cost of such 
merchandise, if purchased, or if obtained otherwise than by 
purchase, the actual market vaiue or wholesale price thereof at 
the time of exportation to the United Sates, in the principal 
markets of the: country from which the same has been imported ; 
which statement shall be verified by the oath of the owner, 
importer, consignee, or agent desiiing to make entry of the 
merchandise, to be administered by the collector or his deputy, and 
it shall be lawful for the collector or his deputy to examine the 
deponent under oath touching the sources of his knowledge, 
information, or belief in the premises, and to require him to pro- 
duce any letter, paper, or statement of account, in his possession, 
or under his control, which may assist the officers of Customs in 
ascertaining the actual value of the importation or any part 
thereof; and in default of such production when so requested, 
such owner, importer, consignee, or agent shall be thereafter 
debarred from producing any such letter, paper, or statement for 
the purpose of avoiding any additional duty, penalty, or forfeiture 
incurred under this Act, unless he shall show to the satisfaction of 
the court or the officers of the Customs, as the case may be, that 
it was not in his power to produce the same when so demanded ; 
and no merchandise shall be admitted to entry under the provisions 
of this section unless the collector shall be satisfied that the failure 
to produce a duly certified invoice is due to causes beyond the 
control of the owner, consignee, or agent thereof: Provided that 
the Secretary of the Treasury miy make regulations by which 
books, magazines, and other periodicals published and imported in 
successive parts, numbers, or volumes, and entitled to be imported 
free of duty, shall require but one declaration for the entire series. 
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And when entry of merchantlise exceeding one huadred dollars in 
value is made by a statement in the form of an invoice the 
collector shall require a bond for the production of a duly certified 
invoice. 

* See. 5. That whenever merchandise imported into the United 
States is entered by invoice, one of the following declarations, 
according to the nature of the case, shall be filed with the collector 
of the port, at the time of entry by the owner, importer, consignee, 
or agent ; which deciaration so filed shall be duly signed by the 
owner, importer, consignee, or azent, before the collector, or before 
a notary public or other officer duly authorised by law to administer 
oaths and take acknowledgments, who may be designated by the 
Secretary of the Treasury to receive such declarations and to 
certify to the identity of the persons making them, under regula- 
tions to be prescribed by the Secretary of the Treasury ; and every 
officer so designated shall file with the collector of the port a copy 
of his official signature and seal: Provided that if any of the 
invoices or bills of lading of any merchandise imported in any one 
vessel, which should otherwise be embraced in said entry, have 
not been received at the date of the entry, the declaration: may 
state the fact, and thereupon such merchandise of which the 
invoices or bills of lading are not produced shall not be included 
in such entry, but may be entered subsequently. 


Declaration of Consignee, Importer, or Agent. 


1, , do solemnly and truly declare that I am the 
consignee [importer or agent] of the merchandise described in the 
annexed entry and inyoice ; that the invoice and bill of lading now 
presented by me to the collector of are the true and 
only invoice and bill of lading by me received of all the goods, 
wares, and merchandise imported in the whereof 
is master, from » for account of any person whom- 
soever for whom | am authorised to enter the same; that the said 
invoice and bill of lading are in the state in which they were 
actually received by me, and that I do not know or believe in the 
existence of any other invoice or bill of lading of the said goods, 


‘wares, and merchandise; that the entry now delivered to the 


collector contains a just and true account of the said goods, wares, 
and merchandise, according to the said invoice and bill of lading; 
that nothing has been, on my part, nor to my knowledge on the 
part of any other person, concealed or suppressed, whereby the 
United Staies may be defrauded of any part of the duty lawfully 
due on the said goods, wares, and merchandise; that the said 
invoice and the declaration therein are in all respects true, and 
were made by the person by whom the same purports to have 
been made ; and that if at any time hereafter I discover any error 
in the said invoice, or in the account now rendered of the said 
goods, wares, and merchandise, or receive any other invoices of 
the same, I will immediately make the same known to the collector 
of this district. And I do further solemnly and truly declare that 
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to the best of my knowledge and belief [insert the name and 
residence of the owner or owners] is [or are] the owner (or owners) 
of the goods, wares, and merciandise mentioned in the annexed 
entry; that the invoice now produced by me exhibits the actual 
cost (if purchased) or the actual market value or wholesale price 
(if otherwise obtained) at the time of exportation to the United 
States in the principal markets of the country from whence 
imported of the said goods, wares, and merchandise, and includes 
and specifies the values of. all cartons, cases, crates, boxes, sacks, 
and coverings of any kin], and all other costs, charges, aud 
expenses incident to placing said goods, wares, and merchandise 
in condition, packed ready for shipment to the United States, and 
no other or different discount, bounty, or drawback but such as 
has been actually allowed on the same. 


Declaration of Owner in Cases where Merchandise has been 
actually Purchased. 


l, , do solemnly and truly declare that I am the 
owner of the merchandise described in the annexed entry and 
invuice; that the entry now delivered by me to the collector of 

contains a just and true account of all the goods, wares, 
aud merchandise imported by or consigned to me, in the 
whereof is master, from ; that the invoice 
and entry which I now produce contain a just and faithful account 
of the actual cost of the said goods, wares, and merchandise, and 
include and specifies the value of all cartuns, cases, crates, boxes, 
sacks, and coverings of any kind, and all other costs, charges, and 
expenses incident to placing said goods, wares, and merchandise in 
condition, packed ready for shipment to the United States, and no 
other discount, drawback, or bounty but such as has been actually 
allowed on the same; that I do not kaow nor believe in the 
existence of any invoice or bill of lading other than those now 
produce ! by me, and that they are in the state in which I actually 
received them. And I further solemnly and truly declare that I 
have not in the said entry or invoice conceiled or suppressed 
anything whereby the United States may be defrauded of any 
part of the duty lawfully due on the said goods, wares, and 
merchandise ; that to the best of my knowledge and belief the 
said invoice and the declaration thereon are in all respects true, 
and were made by the person by whom the same purports to have 
been made; and that if at any time hereafter I discover any 
error in the said invoice or in the account now produced of the 
said goods, wares, and merchandise, or receive any other invoice 
of the same, I will immediately make the same known to the 
collector of this district. 


Declaration of Manufacturer or Owner in Cases where 
Merchandise has not been actually Purchased. 


2 , do solemnly and truly declare that Iam the 


owner (or manufacturer) of the merchandise described in the 
63667. G 
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annexed entry and invoice; that the entry now delivered by me 


to the collector of contains a just and true account of all the 
goods, wares, and merchandise imported by or consigned to me in 
the >» whereof is master, from ; that 


the said goods, wares, and merchandise were not actually bought 

by me, or by my agent, in the ordinary mode of bargain and sale, 

but that nevertheless the invoice which I now produce contains a 

just and faithful valuation of the same, at their actual market 

value or wholesale price, at the time of exportation to the United 

States, in the principal markets of the country from whence 

imported for my account (or for account of myself or partners) ; 

that such actual market value is the price at which the merchandise 

described in the invoice is freely offered fur sale to all purchasers 

in said markets, and is the price which I would have received and 

was willing to receive for such merchandise sold in the ordinary 

course of trade in the usual wholesale quautities; that the said 

invoice cuntains also a just and faithful account of all the cost of 
finishing said goods, wares, and merchandise to their present 

condition, and includes and specifies the value of all cartons, cases, 

crates, boxes, sacks, and coverings of any kind, and all other costs 

and charges incident to placing said goods, wares, and merchandise 

in condition packed ready for shipment to the United States, and 
ro other discount, drawback, cr bounty, but such as has been 

actually allowed on the said goods, wares, and merchandise ; that 

the said invoice and the declaration thereon are in all respects 
true, and were made by the person by whom the same purports 
to have been made; that 1 do not know nor believe in the 
existence of any invoice or bill of lading other than those now 
produced by me, and that they are in the state in which I actually 
received them. And I do further solemnly and truly declare that 
I have not in the said entry or invoice concealed or suppressed 
anything whereby the United States may be defrauded of any 
part of the duty lawfully due on the said goods, wares, and 
merchandise; and that if at any time hereafter I discover 
any error in the said invoice, or in the account now produced of 
the said goods, wares, and merchandise, or receive any other 
invoice of the same, I will immediately make the same known to 
the collector of this district. 


Sec. 6. That any person who shall knowingly make any false 
statement in the declarations provided for in the preceding 
section, or shall aid or procure the making of any such false 
statement as to any matter material thereto, shall, on conviction 
thereof, be punished by a fine not exceeding five thousand dollars, 
or by imprisonment at hard labour not more than two years, or 
-both, in the discretion of the court: Provided, that nothing in 
this section shall be construed to relieve imported merchandise 
from forfeiture by reason of such false statement or for any cause 
elsewhere provided by law. 

Sec. 7. That the owner, consignee, or agent of any imported 
merchandise which has been actually purchased, may, at the time 
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when he shall make and verify his written entry of such mer- 
chandise, but not afterwards, make such addition in the entry 
to the cost or value given in the invoice, or pro forma invoice, or 
statement in form of an invoice, which he shall produce with his 
entry, as in his opinion may raise the same to the actual market 
value or wholesale price of such merchandise at the time of 
exportation to the United States, in the principal markets of the 
country from which the same has been imported; but no such 
addition shall be made upon entry to the invoice value of any 
importe ] merchandise obtained otherwise than by actual purchase ; 
and the collector within whose district any merchandise may be 
imported or entered, whether the same has been actually purchased 
or procured otherwise than by purchase, shall cause the actual 
market value or wholesale price of such merchandise to be 
appraised ; and if the appraised value of any article of imported 
merchandise shall exceed by more than ten per centum the value 
declared in the entry, there shall be levied, collected, and paid, 
in addition to the duties imposed by law on such merchandise, a 
further sum equal to two per centum of the total appraised value 
for each one per centum that such appraised value exceeds the 
value declared in the entry ; and the additional duties shall onl 
apply to the particular article or articles in each invoice whic 
are under-valued; and if such appraised value shall exceed the 
value declared in the entry more than forty per centum, such 
entry may be held to be presumptively fraudulent, and the collector 
of Customs may seize such merchandise and proceed as in cases of 
forfeiture for violations of the Customs laws; and in any legal 
proceedings which may result from such seizure the fact of such 
under-valuation shall be presumptive evidence of fraud, and the 
burden of proof shall be on the claimant to rebut the same, and 
forfeiture shall be adjudged unless he shal! rebut said presumption. 
of fraudulent intent by sufficient evidence: Provided, that the 
forfeitures provided for in this section shall apply to the whole 
of the merchandise or the value thereof in the case or package 
containing the particular article or articles in each invoice which are- 
under-valued: And provided further, that all additional duties, 
penalties, or forfeitures, applicable to merchandise entered by a 
duly certified invoice shall be alike applicable to goods entered 
by a pro forma inveice or statement in form of an invoice. The 
duty shall not, however, be assessed upon an amount less than the 
invoice or entered value. 

Sec. 8. That when merchandise entered for Customs duty has 
been consigned for sale by or on account of the manufacturer 
thereof, to a person, agent, partner, or consignee in the United 
States, such person, agent, partner, or consignee shall, at the time 
of the entry of such merchandise, present to the collector of 
Customs at the port where such entry is made, as a part of such 
entry, and in addition to the certified invoice or statement in the 
form of an invoice required by law, a statement signed by such 
manufacturer, declaring the vost of production of such merchandise, 
such cost to include all the elements of cost as stated in section 
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eleven of this Act. When merchandise entered for Customs duty 
has been consigned for sale by or on account of a person other 
than the manufacturer of such merchandise, to a person, agent, 
partner, or consignee in the United States, such person, agent, 
paztner, or consignee shall at the time of the entry of such 
merchandise present to the collector of Customs at the port where 
such entry is made, as a part of such entry, a statement signed by 
the consignor thereof, declaring that the merchand'se was actually 
purchased by him or for his account, and showing the time when, 
the place where, and from whom he purchased the merchandise, 
and in detail the price be paid for the same: Provided, that the 
statenents required by this section shall be mae in triplicate, 
and shall bear the attestation of the consular officer of the United 
States resident within the consular district wherein the mer- 
chandise was manufactured, if consigned by the manufacturer or 
for his account, or from whence it was imported when consigned 
by a person other than the manufacturer, one copy thereof to be 
delivered to the person making the statement, one copy to be 
transmitted with the triplicate invoice of the merchandise to the 
collector of the port in the United States to which the mer- 
chandise is consigned, and the remaining copy to be filed in the 
consulate. 

Sec. 9. That if any owner, importer, consignee, agent, or other 
person shall make or attempt to mike any entry of imported 
merchandise by means of any fraudulent or false invoice, affidavit, 
letter, paper, or by means of any false statement, written or 
verbal, or by means of any false or fraudulent practice or appliance 
whatsoever, cr shall be guilty of any wilful act or omission by 
means whereof the United States shall be deprived of the lawful 
duties, or any portion thereof, accruing npon the merchandise, or 
any portion thereof, embraced or referred to in such invoice, 
afidavit, letter, paper, or statement, or affected by such act or 
omission, such merchandise, or the value thereof, to be recovered 
from the person making the entry, shall be forfeited, which 
forfeiture shall only apply to the whole of the merchandise or the 
value thereof in the case or package containing the particular 
article or articles of merchandise to which such fraud or false 
p%per or statement relates; and such person shall, upon conviction 
be fined for each offence a sum not exceeding five thousand dollars, 
or be imprisoned for a time not exceeding two years, or both, in 
the discretion of the court. 

Sec. 10. That it shall be the duty of the appraisers of the 
United States, and every person who shall act as such appraiser, 
or cf the collector, as the case may be, by al! reasonable 
ways and means in his or their power to ascertain, estimate, 
and appraise (any invoice or affidavit thereto or stat-ment of cost, 
or of cost of production to the contrary notwit'standing) the 
actual market value and wholesale price of the merchandise at 
the time of exportation to the United State:, in the principal 
markets of the country whence the same has been imported, and 
the number of yards, parcels, or quantities, and actual market 
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value or wholesale price of every of them, as the case may 
require. 

Sec. 11. That when the actual market value, as herein defied, 
of any article of imported merchandise wholly or partially manu- 
factured and subject to ad valorem duty, or to duty based in whole 
or in part on value, cannot be ascertained to the satisfaction of 
the appraising officer, the appraiser or appraisers shall use all 
available means to ascertain the cost of production of such 
merchandise at the time of exportation to the United States, and 
at the place of manufacture ; such cost of production to include 
cost of materials and of fabrication, all general expenses covering 
each and every outlay of whatsoever nature incident to such pro- 
duction, together with the expense of preparing and putting up 
such merchandise ready for shipment, and an addition of eight per 
cent. upon the total cost as thus ascertained ; and in no such case 
shall such merchandise be appraised upon original appraisal or 
re-appraisement at less than the total cost of production as thus 
ascertained. 

Sec. 12. That there shall be appointed by the President, by 
and with the advice and consent of the Senate, nine general 
appraisers of merchandise, each of whom shall receive a salary of 
seven thousand dollars a year. Not more than five of such 
general appraisers shall be appointed from the same political party. 
They shall not be engaged in any other business, avocation, or 
employment, and may be removed from office at any time by the 
President for incfficiency, neglect of duty, or malfeasance in office. 
They shall be employed at such ports and within such territorial 
limits as the Secretary of the Treasury may from time to time 
prescribe, and are hereby authorised to exercise the powers and 
duties devolved upon them by this Act and to exercise, under the 
general direction of the Secretary of the Treasury, such other 
supervision over appraisements and classifications for duty of 
imported merchandise as may be needful to secure lawful and 
uniform appraisements and classifications at the several ports. 
Three of the general appraisers shall be on duty as a board of 
general appraisers daily (except Sunday and legal holidays) at the 
port of New York, during the business hours pre:cribed by the 
Secretary of the Treasury, at which port a place for samples shall 
be provided under such rules and regulations as the Secretary of 
the Treasury may from time to time prescribe, which shall include 
rules as to the classes of articles to be deposited, the time of their 
retention, and as to their disposition, which place of samples shall 
be under the immediate control and direction of the board of 
general appraisers on duty at said port. 

Sec. 13. ‘hat the appraiser shall revise and correct the reports 
of the assistant appraisers as he may judge proper, and the 
appraiser, or, at ports where there is no appraiser, the person 
acting as such, shall report to the collector his decision as to the 
value of the merchandise appraised. At ports where there is no 
appraiser, the certificate of the Customs officer to whom is com- 
mitted the estimating and collection of duties, of the dutiable 
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value of any merchandise req :ired to be appraised, shall be deemed 
and taken to be the appraisement of such merchandise. If the 
collector shall deem the appraisement of any imported merchandise 
too low he may order a re-appraisement, which shall be made by 
one of the general appraisers, or, if the importer, owner, agent, or 
consignee of such merchandise shall be dissatisfied with the 
appraisement thereof, and shall have complied with the require- 
ments of law with respect to the entry and appraisement of 
merchandise, he may, within two days thereafter give notice to 
the collector, in writing, of such dissatisfaction, on the receipt of 
which the collector shall at once direct a re-appraisement of such 
merchandise by one of the general appraisers. The decision of 
the appraiser or the person acting as such (in cases where no 
objection is made thereto, either by the collector or by the 
importer, owner, consignee, or agent), or of the general appraiser 
in cases of re-appraisement, shall be final and conclusive as to the 
dutiable value of such merchandise against all parties interested 
therein, unless the importer, owner, consignee, or agent of the 
merchandise shall be dissatisfied with such decision, and shall, 
within two days thereafter give notice to the collector in writing 
of such dissatisfaction, or unless the collector shall deem the 
appraisement of the merchandise toc low, in either case the 
collector shall transmit the invoice and all the papers appertaining 
thereto to the board of three general appraisers, which shall be on 
duty at the port of New York, or to a board of three general 
appraisers who may be designated by the Secretary of the Treasury 
for such duty at that port or at any other port, which board shall 
examine and decide the case thus submitted, and their decision, or 
that of a majority of them, shall be final and conclusive as to the 
dutiable value of such merchandise against all parties interested 
thereia, and the collector or the person acting as such shall 
ascertain, fix, and liquidate the rate and amount of duties to be 
paid on such merchandise, and the dutiable costs and charges 
thereon, according to law. 

Sec. 14. That the decision of the collector as to the rate and 
amount of duties chargeable upon imported merchandise, including 
all dutiable costs and charges, and as to all fees and exactions of 
whatever character (except duties on tonnage), shall be final and 
conclusive against all persons interested therein, unless the owner, 
importer, consignee, or agent of such merchandise, or the person 
paying such fees, charges, and exactions other than duties, shall, 
within ten days after “but not before” such ascertainment and 
liquidation of duties, as well in cases of merchandise entered in 
bond as for consumption, or within ten days after the payment of 
such fees, charges, and exactions, if dissatisfied with such decision 
give notice in writing to the collector, setting forth therein 
distinctly and specifically, and in respect to each entry or payment, 
the reasons for his objections thereto, and if the merchandise is 
entered for consumption shall pay the full amount of the duties 
and charges ascertained to be due thereon. Upon such notice and 
payment the collector shall transmit the invoice and all the papers 
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and exhibits connected therewith to the board of three general 
appraisers which shall be on duty at the port of New York, or to 
a board of three general apppaisers who may be designated by the 
Secretary of the ‘Treasury for such duty at that port or at any 
other port, which board shall examine and decide the case thus 
submitted, and their decision, or that of a majority of them, shall 
be final and conclusive upon all persons interested therein, and the 
record shall be transmitted to the proper collector or person 
acting as such who shall liquidate the entry accordingly, except 
in cases where an application shall be filed in the circuit court 
within the time and in the manner provided for in section fifteen 
of this Act. 

Sec. 15 is to the effect that if the owner, importer, consignee 
or agent of any imported merchandise is dissatisfied with the 
decision of the board of appraisers, as provided for in sec. 14, 
he may appeel to the circuit court, and if such court deems the 
case of vital importance, it muy allow an appeal to the Supreme 
Court of the United States. 

Sec. 16 authorises general appraisers to administer oaths, and 
provides that appraisers or collectors may examine on oath any 
person with regard to the disputed valuation or classification 
of merchandise, and order the production of any papers or 
documents. 

See. 17 stipulates the penalties to which any interested person 
not complying with sec. 16 or giving false evidence before the 
appraisers or collectors is liable. 

Sec. 18 enacts the filing and periodical publication of decisions 
of the general appraisers and of the boards of general appraisers. 

Sec. 19. ‘That whenever imported merchandise is subject to an 
ad valorem rate of duty, or to a duty based upon or regulated in 
any manner by the value thereof, the duty shall be assessed upon 
the actual market value or wholesale price of such merchandise 
as bought and sold in usual wholesale quantities, at the time of 
exportation to the United States, in the principal markets of the 
country from whence imported, and in the condition in which 
such merchandise is there bought and sold for exportation to the 
United States, or consigned to the United States for sale, 
including the value of all cartons, cases, crates, boxez, sacks, and 
coverings of any kind, and all other costs, charges, and expenses 
incident to placing the merchandise in condition, packed ready 
for shipment to the United States, and if there be used for 
covering or holding imported merchandise, whether dutiable or 
free, any unusual article or form designed for use otherwise than 
in the bona fide transportation of such merchandise to the United 
States, additional duty shail be levied and collected upon such 
material or article at the rate to which the same would be subject 
if separately imported. That the words “value” or “ actual 
market value” whenever used in this Act or in any law relating 
to the appraisement of imported merchandise shall be construed to 
mean the actual market value or wholesale price as defined in this 
section. 
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See. 20. Any merchandise deposited in any public or private 
bonded warehouse may be withdrawn for consumption within three 
years from the date of original importation, on payment of the 
duties at.d charges to which it may be subject by law at the time 
of such withdrawal: Provided, that nothing herein shall affect or 
impair «xisting provisions of law in regard to the disposal of 
perishable or explosive articles. 

Sec. 21. That in all suits or informations brought, where any 
seizure has been made pursuant to any Act providing for or 
regulating the collection of duties on imports or tonnage, if the 
property is claimed by any person, the burden of proof shall lie 
upon such claimant : Provided, that probable cause is shown for 
such prosecution, to be judged of by the court. 

See. 22 abolishes all fees exacted and oaths administered by 
Customs officers, «xcept as provided in this Act. 

Sec. 23. That no allowance for damage to goods, wares, and 
merchandise imporied into the United States shall hereafter be 
made in the estimation and liquidation of duties thereon ; but the 
importer thereof may, within ten days after entry, abandon to the 
United States all or any portion of goods, wares, and merchandise 
included in any invoice, and be relieved from the payment of the 
duties on the portion so abandoned : Provided, that the portion so 
abandoned shall amount to ten per centum or over of the total 
value or quantity of the invoice; and the property so abandoned 
shall be sold by public auction or otherwise di=posed of for the 
account and credit of the United States under such regulations as 
the Secretary of the Treasury may prescribe. 

Sec. 24 provides for the repayment of money in cases of 
unascertained or estimated duties or payments made upon ay:peal, 

Sec. 25 lays down that no Customs officer shall be liable to 
any person on account of any decisions as to the classification of 
merchandise or duties charged thereon, or in respect to any 
appeal from the decision of such officer or any board of 
appraisers. 

Sec. 26. That any person who shall give, or offer to give or 
premise to give any money or thing of value, directly or 
indirectly, to any officer or employé of the United States in 
consideration of or for any act or omission contrary to law in con- 
nexion with or pertaining to the importation, appraisement, entry, 
examination or inspection of goods, wares, or merchan‘lise including 
herein any baggage, or of the liquidation of the entry thereof, 
or shall by threats or demands, or promises of any character 
attempt tu improperly influence or control any such officer or 
employé of the United States as to the performance of his 
official duties shall, on conviction thereof, be fined not exceeding 
two thousand dollars, or be imprisoned at hard labour not more 
than one year, or both, in the discretion of the court ; and evidence 
of such giving, or offering, or promising to give, satisfactory to 
the court in which such trial is had, shall be regarded as prima 
facie evidence that such giving or offering or promising was 
contrary to law, and shall put upon the accused the burden of 
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proving that such act was innocent, and not done with an unlaw- 
ful intention, 

Sec. 27. That any officer or employé of the United States 
who shall, excepting for lawful duties or fees, solicit, demand, 
exact or receive from any person, directly or indirectly, any 
money or thing of value, in connexion with or pertaining to the 
importation, appraisement, entry, examination, or inspection of 
goods, wares, or merchandise, including herein any baggage, or 
liquidation of the entry thereof, on conviction thereof, shall be fined 
not exceeding five thousand dollars, or be imprisoned at hard 
Jabour not more than two years, or both, in the discretion of the 
court. And evidence of such soliciting, demanding, exacting, 
or receiving, satisfactory to the court in which such trial is had 
shall be regarded as prima facie evidence that such soliciting, 
demanding, exacting, or receiving was contrary to law, and shall 
put upon the accused the burden of proving that such act was 
innocent and not with an unlawful intention. 

Sec. 28. That any baggage or personal effects arriving in the 
United States in transit to any foreign country may be delivered 
by the parties having it in charge to the collector of the proper 
district, to be by him retained, without the payment or exaction 
of any import duty, or to be forwarded by such ‘collector to the 
collector of the port of departure and to be delivered to such 
parties on their departure for their foreign destination, under such 
rules and regulations as the Secretary of the Treasury may 
prescribe, 

Sec, 29 repeals certain sections of the Revised Statutes and also 
parts of former Acts. 

Sec. 30 provides that the Act is to take, effect on the 
Ist August 1890, except so much of section 12 as provides for 
the appointment of nine general appraisers, which took effect on 
the day of approval, viz., 10th June 1890. 
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XIII-—-PROCEEDINGS AND DELIBERATIONS OF 
CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE OF THE UNITED 
KINGDOM. 


Aberdeen.—A special meeting of the council of the Aberdeen 
Chamber of Commerce was held on the 4th July, Mr. John Lyall 
Grant, prezident, in the chair. Among the subjects under 
consideration were the new train service, uniform postage, and bank 
discount rates. 

Birmingham—The monthly meeting of the council of the 
Birmingham Chamber of Commerce was held en the 16th July, 
Mr. J. William Tonks presiding. The secretary said that in 
accordance with the instructions of the council he had addressed 
a communication to the Postmaster-General relative to the 
improvement of the mail service between Great Britain and 
Western Ontario; that a memorial bad been forwarded to the 
Viceroy of India relative to the levying of income tax on profits 
made on consignments of goods to India by persons resident out of 
India; that a communication had been addressed to the Marquess 
of Salisbury urging the Government to maintain the sphere of 
British influence in Africa, and that the resolutions of the council 
passed at their last meeting relative to proposed amendments of 
the Bankruptcy Bill had been printed and circulated among the 
members of the Standing Committee on Trade. The council 
then considered a proposal made at the Anti-Slavery Conference 
held at Brussels, that the Powers holding territories on the Congo 
should impose an ad valorem duty of 10 per cent. on imports into 
those regions ; and on the motion of the chairman, seconded by 
Mr. Walsh, decided to memorialise Her Majesty’s Principal 
Secretary of Statc against the imposition of such duties. 


Bradford.—A meeting of the council of the Bradford Chamber 
of Commerce was held on the 30th July under the presidency of 
Mr. G. J. Hoffmann. The subjects under discus:ion comprised 
the Merchandise Marks Act, commercial treaties, the rating of 
machinery, and telephonic communication. 


Bristol—The monthly meeting of the council of the Bristol 
Chamber of Commerce was held on the 23rd July, Mr. W. Dove 
Willcox presiding. The president reported that the Bristol 
Board of Conciliation and Arbitration Scheme was now completed, 
and that the representatives of 22 labour societies had signed the 
same. Further correspondence between the Bristol Chamber, the 
London (Canada) Board of Trade, and the Secretary to the 
General Post Office, London (England), was read, which has 
resulted in the latter authority stating that the remedy for the 
grievances complained of rests entirely with the Canadian postal 
authorities. 
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Halifax.—The council of the Halifax Chamber of Commerce 
held its monthly meeting on the 30th July, Dr. Bowman in the 
chair. The council was asked to give its support to the proposed 
Telephone Exchange Company, which has for its object the 
cheapening of telephonic communication. 


Leeds—The morthly meetin: of the council of the Leeds 
Chamber of Commerce was held on the 30th July, Mr. W. Beck- 
worth, president, in the chair. 

It was decided, on the motion of Mr. C. E. Bousfield, to support 
by letter a memorial promoted by the Liverpool Chamber of 
Commerce protesting against the proposal of the Anti-Slavery 
Congress recent'y held at Brussels that the Powers holding terri- 
tories on the Congo should impose an ad valorem duty of 10 per 
cent. on imports into that region. 

The chairman said that, as they were probably aware, Mr. 
Bousfield had been selected as a member of the committee 
appointed by the Board of Trade to inquire into matters con- 
nected with the expiry of the commercial treaties between the 
United Kingdom and European nations. It was a small com- 
mittee, but one upon which great responsibility would rest. He 
considered Mr. Konsfield’s appointment an honour to Leeds. 

Among other subjects that engaged the attention of the meeting 
were the Merchandise Marks Act and the leather trade; proposed 
new Telephone Exchange in Dewsbury, and railway rates. 


London.—A meeting of the council of the London Chamber of 
Commerce was held on the 17th July, Sir Albert K. Rollit, M.P., 
inthe chair. The chairman reported the result of the deputation 
to Lord cpg in regard to the East African question. The 
position of the Bankruptcy Bill to date was reported, and on the 
motion of Mr. Howell, seconded by Mr. Routledge, it was agreed 
to petition the House of Lords in favour of the Bill as amended 
by the House of Commons. Mr. Neville Lubbock suggested that 
in connexion with the general meetings of the Chamber to be held 
in the autumn the question of merchandise marks after the 
presentation of the report of the Select Committee to the House 
might well be considered. 


Manchester.—The ordinary monthly board meeting of the 
directors of the Manchester Chamber of Commerce was held on 
the 30th July, Mr. Henry Lee, president, in the chair. 

The president reported that a small committee appointed to 
take steps with a view to ascertaining the practicability of 
forming a permanent board of conciliation, which should 
command the confidence of employers and employed, had made 
some progress in their work, and that their efforts would be 
continued during the forthcoming month, but that the stage had 
not yet been reached at which a report could be usefully 
pr sented. 

A question as to the loss (if any) suffered by yarn in the 
process cf bleaching, and as to the category in which bleached 
yarns should be placed, having been addressed to the Chamber by 
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the Bengai Chamber and submitted to the Yarn Sectional Com- 
mittee, a report was read from the committee recommending that 
bleached cott.n yarn should be put under the head of dyed cotton 
yarn as regsrds the variation to be allowed under the Iniian 
Merchandise Marks Act, and that the allowance for shrinkage 
in the process of bleaching should be the same as that agreed 
_ upon for dyed yarns, viz., “not exceeding 2} per cent. from the 
standard hank of 840 yards.” A copy of the committee’s report 
had already been transmitted to the Bengal Chamber of Com- 
— The report and this proceeding were approved by the 
ard, 

The present parliamentary position of the Rating of Machinery 
Bill was referred to. The Bill has passed the second reading, 
and is in the committee stage, whep a rather determined 
Opposition to it has sprung up from certain representatives of 
agricultural constituencics. Co'respondence on the subject was 
read which had passed between Sir W. H. Houldsworth and 
Messrs. Thomas F. Hedley and Sons, of Sunderland. 

In a communication from the Board of Trade it was stated, 
with reference to the apprehended registrations of certain word 
marks which, in the opinion of the board of this Chamber, could 
not properly be registered, that the Board of Trade has no power 
to review a decision of the Comptroller to register a trade mark, 
except in cases provided for by section 69 of the Patents, Designs, 
and Trade Marks Act, 1883, as amended by section 13 of the 
Act of 1889. In addition to the representations made to the 
Board of Trade on this subject, the reasons against registration of 
the marks in question had been put before the Comptroller, who 
had s‘gnified his willingness to suspeud registration, but no final 
decision had been announced 


Middlesbrough. -A quarterly meeting of the Middlesbrough 
Chamber of Commerce was held on the 11th July, Mr. J. F. 
Wilson presiding. The secretary read a communication from 
the committee of Lloyds, who stated that they had received an 
official intimation to the effect that the signalling ‘ee at continental 
semaphores would, from 1st July 1891, be one franc instead of two 
On behalf of the committee thanks were tendered to the Chamber 
for the assistance rendered by them in obtaining this conce-sion 
from the International Telegraphic Conference, and the hope was 
expressed that this reduction might be the prelude of a reduction 
of signalling fees in the United Kingdom. The secretary read a 
communication from the Liverpool Chamber of Commerce pro- 
testing against Her Majesty’s Government granting a Royal 
Charter to an association of merchants trading on the West Coast 
of Africa empowering them to govern the oil rivers district. 
The Middlesbrough Chamber was asked to join in the protest. 
The communication pointed out that if the above course was 
taken a monopoly would be created, and the native traders would 
only have one purchaser who would fix their own terms. Instead 
of a charter being granted, they asked that a Crown colony should 
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be established. The secretary said that Liverpool and London 
were the only twe British ports importing the palm oil. A member 
suggested there was perhaps jealousy on the part of Liverpool. 
Colonel Sadler thought it was preferable that the country should 
be opened up in this way, even though a monopoly was created, 
rather than leave the country to darkncss or to other enterprising 
countries, It was finally resolved to take no action in the matter. 
It was stated thit Sir Lowthian Bell was one of the gentlemen 
appointed as a committee to consider the approaching expiry of 
various European commercial treaties, and the effects of the same.. 
The Chamber felt that the interests of the district would thus be 
adequately represented. 


Morley.—A meeting of the Morley Chamber of Commerce was 
held on the 8th July, Councillor E. F. Scholes in the chair. 
Among the subjects under consideration were the suggested 
formation of a board of conciliation and arbitration, and the 
expiration of European treaties. 


North Staffordshire-—A monthly meeting of the council of the 
North Staffordshire C :amber of Commerce was held on the 16th 
July, Mr. W. M. Edge in the chair. The chairman called attention 
to the fact that the Board of Trade had appointed a committee in 
view of the expiring next year of various commercial treaties. 
He moved that the Chamber’s Committee on Tariffs, of which 
Mr. T. C. Moore was the chairman, should communicate with 
Mr. Bateman, secretary of the Buard of Trade Committee, with a 
view to any action it might be advisable to take with regard to 
the trade of the district. Mr. Bull seconded the motion, which 
was carried. 


Nottingham.—A_ meeting of the council of the Nottingham 
Chamber of Commerce was held on the 21st July, Mr. J. T. 
Mallet in the chair. 

The Foreign Trade Committee reported that they had written 
to Sir M. Hicks-Beach asking that a member of this Chamber 
should be placed on the committee appointed by the House of 
Commons to consider the question of foreign treaties, as the 
interests of the trades of this town were considered specially 
technical, but that the President of the Board of Trade considered 
Nottingham interests sufficiently represented, as the Right Hon. 
A. J. Mundella, M.P., was chairman of that committee. 

The Parliamentary Committee presented their report upon the 
following Bills :—The Bankruptcy Bill, the Rating of Machinery 
Bill, the Tribunals of Commerce Bill, and the Directors’ Liability 
Bll. 


Sheffield—A meeting of the council of the Sheffield Chamber 
of Commerce and Manufacturers was held on the 10th July, 
Mr. G. F, Lockwood in the chair. The subjects under discussion 
com; rised the decimal system, American tariff, Customs registra- 
tion of merchandise marks, and the expiration of commercial 
treaties. 
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XIV.—RECENT TRADE BLUE BOOKS. 


1. Report of the Inspectors of Irish Fisheries on the Sea and 
Inland Fisheries of Ireland for 1889. (C.—6058.) Price 1s. 1d. 


' This is the annual report of the Inspectors of Irish Fisheries. 
In their statement for the year 1889, the Inspectors state that the 
returns obtained from the collectors of Customs and the coast- 

uard show that the number of registered vessels in Ireland 

uring 1889, fishing for sale, amounted to 5,767, with crews 
consisting of 20,575 men and 863 boys. 

Of the above, 1,528 vessels, 6,453 men, and 376 boys are 
shown as exclusively engaged in fishing; and 4,239 vessels, 
14,122 men, and 487 boys as partially so engaged. 

{t would appear from these returns that there is a decrease of 
60 vessels and 428 men, and an increase of 65 boys, since last 
year. The inspectors have, however, to repeat the opinion 
expressed in former reports, that these returns cannot be con- 
sidered as strictly accurate. From the fact that a great portion 
of the coast round Ireland is unguarded, and that, in several parts, 
the coastguard stations are far apart, it is very difficult for the 
coastguard, who have charge of the duty of registering all boats 
engaged in fishing for sale, to obtain’ complete returns. 

ith regard to the mackerel fisheries, the quantity of mackerel 
taken in 1889 was in excess of that in 1888. The following will 
show the comparison in weight and in the amount realised to the 
fishermen : — 


Years. Quantity Captured. Amount Realised. 
Cwts. 
1888 $21,451 129,084 
1889 444,701 156,164 


The average price per box in 1889 was 12s. 4d. as compared 
with 16s, 1d. in the previous year. 

With regard to the herring fisheries, the inspectors state that 
according to the returns received, the capture of herrings during 
the year 1889 was 62,592 mease (a mease bcing 636 fish), 
realising 41,905/., as compared with 65,249 mease in 1888, 
realising 52,465/. This fishery shows a serious decline of late 
years. From 1884 to 1886 the capture increased from about 
103,500 to 121,500 mease. It declined in 1887 to about 94,000, 
while the take for 1889 is little more than half that for 1886. 

The usual Appendices are attached to the present report. 
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2. Twentieth Annual Report of the Deputy Master of the Mint, 
1889, with a general Index to the Annual Reports from 1870 to 
1889 inclusive. (C.—6035.) Price 104d. 


In submitting the present report the Deputy Master of the 
Mint remarks that during the year 1889 the demand for Imperial 
coins of ail three metais greatly exceeded the averaye, and the 
coinage of silver, which amounted to more than 2,100,000/, was 
by far the largest ever executed in this country in one year. 

The following table shows the coinage of gold, silver, and 
bronze, exclusive of colonial coins, during the years 1888 and 
1889 respectively, and the mean coinage for the 10 years to 
1888, inclusive :— 


es 1889. i888. Mean of 10 Years. 
1879-88. 
& £ £ 
Gold ~ 7,500,700 2,277,424 1,482,792 
Silver - 2,178,888 799,646 729,824 
Bronze - 66,950 41,345 44,422 
Total - 9,746,538 3,118,415 2,257,038 


The Deputy Master of the Mint adds that the gold coins 
struck in 1889 consisted of sovereigns only, and that there was no 
demand for either five-pound or two-pound pieces. 


3. Railway Accidents, Returns of Accidents and Casualties as 
reported to the Board of Trade by the several Railway Companies 
in the United Kingdom during the Three Months ended 31st of 
March 1890, in pursuance of the Regulation of Railways Act 
(1871) 34 and 35 Vict. cap. 78; together with Reports of the 
Inspecting Officers of the Railway Department of the Board of 
Trade, upon certain Accidents which were inquired into. 


(C.—6062.) Price 54d. 


During the three months ended 31st March 1890, accidents to 
trains, rolling stock, permanent way, &c., caused the death of 
9 persons and injury to 105, viz. :— 


Total for the corresponding 
Period in 1889. 


—— Killed. Injured. 
Killed. Injured. 
Passengers - - - 5 74 1 224 
Servants of companies - 4 31 _ 41 
Total 9 105 265 
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During the three mouths there were reported 5 collisions 
between passenger trains or parts of passenger trains, by which 
6 passengers were injurel; 20 collisions between pissenger 
trains and gools or mineral trains, &c., by which 5 passengers 
and 2 servants were killed and 58 passengers and 23 servants 
injured; 5 collisions between goods trains or parts of goods trains 
by which 1 passenger and 3 servants were injured; 6 cases of 
goods trains or parts of goods trains le.ving the rails, by which 
1 servant was killed and 1 injured; 4 failures of machinery, 
springs, &c. of engines by which 1 servant was killed; 181 
failures of tyres by which 8 passengers and 1 servant were 
injured ; 74 failures of axles by which 1 servant was injure ; 
4 failures of couplings by which | passenger and 2 servants were 
injured. 


4. Pauperism (England and Wales). Return A. Comparative 
Statement of Pauperism, May 1890, 94(A.—IV.), Price 1}d. 


This return shows that the number of persons (excluding 
lunat'cs in asylums and licensed houses, and vagrants) relieved in 
England and Wales on the last day of each week of the month of 
May was as follows :—First week, 681,642 ; second weck, 678,696 ; 
third week, 673,709; fourth week, 670,749. The number of 
paupers in receipt of relief in May 1890 was smaller than the 
number relieved in the corresponding month in 31 out of the 33 
preced'ns years. 


5. Emigration (Colonies). Report on the Emigrants’ Information 
Office, for the Year ended 31st March 1890 ; together with a Letter 
from the Colonial Office. (C.—6064.) Price 1d. 


This paper is dated the 25th of April 1890, and is stated to be 
in continuation of C.—5725 of 1889. A footnote also states that, 
in future, reports will be issued for the year ending the 31st of 
December, in order to cover the same periods as the Annual 
Statistics of Emigration and Immigration, issued by the Board of 
Trade. The report now issued deals with the expenditure, 
receipts, and working of the Emigrants’ Information Office during 
the year ending the 31st of March 1890, and a letter is attached 
addressed by the Colonial Office to the Chairman of the Managing 
C mnittee of the Emigrants’ Information Office, dealing with the 
scope and limits of the work entrusted to the charge of the office 
in question. 


6. Pauperism(England and Wales). Return A. Comparative 
Statement of Pauperism, April 1890, 94 (A.—IIL). Price 2d. 


This is the usual monthly statement issued by the Local 
Government Board. It shows that the number of persons 
(excluding lunatics in asylums and licensed houses, and vagrants) 
relieved in England and Wales on the last day of each weck of the 
month of April was as follows:—First week, 695,073; sccond 
week, 691,625; thir] week, 690,983 ; fourth week, 689,413 ; fifth 
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week, 685,087. The number of paupers in receipt of relief in 
April 1890 was smaller than the number relieved in the 
corresponding month in 30 out of the 33 preceding years. 


7. Railways (Times of Trains). Return for alternate Months 
during the Year 1890, .commencing with January, from the 
Great Northern, Great Eastern, London and North-Western, 
Great Western, Midland, South-Eastern, London, Chatham, 
and Dover, London, Brighton, and South Coast, and London 
and South-Western Railways Companies, showing the Arrival at 
London Stations of all Passenger Trains as shown in the 
published Time Tables of the Company in the Form set out 
below, the Returns to be compiled from the Guards’ Reports or 
Journals, Price 


Per- Per- Per- | Per- | Per- Per- | Per- | Per- | 
centage | centage | centage | centage | centage | centage |Cetage centage) Total 
to Time | between | between | between | between | between | between over |Number 


and3 | 3and5|5and 10/10 and 15, l5and 20) 20 and 25, 25 and 20 of 
Minutes | Minutes | Minutes | Minutes | Minutes | Minutes} Minutes) ‘Trains. 
Late. Late. Late. Late. Late. Late. cng Late. 
ate. 


The present paper vives the results of the running of trains on 
the above-mentioned railways for the month of May 1890. 


8. Report frem the Standing Committee on Trade (including 
Agriculture and Fishing), Shipping, and Manufactures on the 
Bankruptcy Bil; with the Proceedings of the Committee. 266. 
Price 3d. 

‘The present report gives the dates of meeting and proceedings 
of the Committee from the 5th to the 30th of June 1890. The 
report states that the Standing Committee to whom the Bankruptey 
Bill was referred have gone through the Bill and made amend- 
ments thereto. 


9. Report from the Select Committee on the Hop Industry, with 
the Proceedings of the Committee. 302. Price 23d. 

The Committee in their report state that statistics have been 
laid before them which show that there have been great variations 
from time to time in the acreage of land under cultivation of 
hops, and that this was the case even before the excise duty on 
English hops and the duty on foreign hops were repealed in the 
year 1861. Thus, in the year 1855, there were 57,700 acres 
unler hop cultivation, and this extent was reduced to 45,665 
acres in 1859, or by 22 per cent. From 1861, when the duties 
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were repealed, in spite of the fact that the import duty had been 
somewhat in excess of the excise duty, and to that extent was a 
protective duty, and that the repeal of the duty was followed by 
a considerable increase in the import of foreign hops, the cultiva- 
tion of hops in England rapidly increased, till in 1868 it reached 
the amount of 64,400 acres, an increase of 44 per cent. since 
1859. It fell again to 60,000 acres in 1872. From that point 
the cultivation again rose till it reached its maximum of 71,789 
acres in 1878. It fell to 64,900 acres in 1881, and rose again to 
71,300 acres in 1885. From thence the decrease has been rapid 
and considerable, and in 1889 the acreage was 57,700, or 13,600 
acres (22 per cent.) less than in 1585, but still 10,000 acres above 
the amount when the duties were repealed in 1861. 

The report concludes by stating that while for several past 
years the price of hops has been unprofitably low, especially in the 
case of inferior qualities, yet the year 1889 has been an exception, 
and that the growers in many districts have done fairly well. 
As the crop in that year was somewhat sbove the average, there 
is reason to hope that, with a reduced acreage under cultivation 
and an increased consumption of malt, the balance between 
supply and demand is being redressed to the advantage of the 
producer, and that more prosperous times may be at hand, 


10. Correspondence respecting the Anglo-German Agreement 
relative to Africa and Heligoland. Africa, No, 6 (1890). 
(C.—6046.) Price 2d. 


The present paper contains the correspondence which has 
passed between the Foreign Office on the one hand and Her 
Majesty’s Representative at Berlin on the other, respecting the 
Anglo-German agreement relative to Africaand Heligoland, ‘The 
correspondence is printed in full with enclosures; it commences 
on the 28th June and is carried up to the Ist July 1890, 


ll. Lighthouses §c. (Local Inspections). Copies of Reports to 
the Board of Ti ade by the Trinity House of Deptford Strond and 
the Commissioners of Northern Lighthouses, of their Inspection of 
Local Lighthouses, Buoys, and Beacons. (In continuation of Parlia- 
mentary Paper No, 267 of Session 1889.). 280. Price 14d. 


The present return of Inspection of Local Lights, &c., by the 
Corporation of the Trinity House is pursuant to the 43rd sec. 
of the Act 25 and 26 Vict. cap. 63. It gives in detail the 
names of lights, &c. visited ; the date of visit ;_ the local controlling 
authority ; the character or system of light, together with its height 
above high water; the source of light, whether gas, paraftine, 
colza, or other; the general condition of establishment, and if 
sufficient for the purpose or otherwise ; the condition and efficiency 
of fog signals and of tide signals; the number, colour, and 
position of buoys, &c., together with the various recommendations 
of the visiting authorities. The dates of the various visits now 
reported on are in the latter part of the year 1889, 
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12. Timber-Laden Ships. Return of British Timber-Laden 
Ships reported to the Board of Trade as having Foundered, or as 
Missing, or as having met with other Casualties (except Strandings 
or Collisions) attended with Loss of Life between the 1st of January 
1873 and the 31st December 1889, in two Parts, viz.:—Part [— 
Foundered and Missing Ships. Part II—Ships which met with 
Miscellaneous Casualties attended with Loss of Life. With 
Summaries. (C—6087.) Price 84d. 

This paper; which is published by the Board of Trade, gives in 
detail the various accidents and casualties which have happened 
to timber-laden ships from the year 1873 up to the most recent 
date. 

The following statement shows the total number of such ships 
belonging to the United Kingdom and to British possessions 
abroad which foundered or have been reported missing during ths 
last five years :— 


Bound to the 
United King- | Bound between In United In Foreign and 
Kingdom Colonial Total, Grand 
oreign or orts Abroad. | 
Colonial Ports, Coasting Trade. | Local Trades, Total. 
Year. | Steam. | Sailing.| Steam. Sailing. | Steam. ; Suling. Steam. Sailing. Steam ' Sailing. 
| 
1885 5/44); —|]—] 4/31; 1 1|—]— 74] 10 | 74 
1886 |} — | — | 21] 86] 21] 86 
1887 1/18} 1] 2] 1] 6) 2] 24] 28] 64) 30] 88 
1ss8 |} 1] 8]/—] 2/—| 6] 4] 8] 4 
13. The Agricultural Statistics of Ireland for the Year 1889. 


| (C—6099.) Price 1s, 2d. 


This is the annual report, with detailed tables, concerning agri- 
culture in Ireland for the year 1889, prepared by the Registrar- 
General. It appears that the area under crops in 1889, compared 
with 1888, shows a net decrease of 84,667 acres, there being a 
decrease of 50,209 acres in tillage and of 76,968 acres in the area 
under hay on permanent pasture or grass not broken up in 
rotation ; while there is an increase of 42,510 acres under hay on 
clover, sainfoin, and grasses under rotation. There is an increase 
of 93,200 acres under grass, while there isa decrease of 3,163 acres 
of fallow land, of 4,951 acres under woods and plantations, and of 
419 acres under bog, waste, water, &c. 

Of the 4,935,354 acres given as under “ bog, waste, water, &c.” 
in 1889, 1,770,493 acres were enumerated as “bog and marsh,” 
2,275,733 acres as “barren mountain land,” and 889,128 acres as 
“water, roads, fences, &c.” Compared with 1888, “bog and 
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marsh” appears to have decreased by 1,957 acres, “ barren 
mountain land” by 3,238 acres, and “ water, roads, fences, &c.,” 
shows an increase of 4,776 acres. 

The following table shows the acreage under crops in 1888 and 
1889, and the increase or decrease in the latter year :— 


1889. 
Crops. 1888. 1889. 
Increase. Decrease. 
Acres. Acres. Acres. Acres. 
Wheat - - 99,013 89,745 _ 9,268 
Oats - - | 1,280,858 1,238,952 on 41,906 
Barley - - 170,929 185,783 14,854 
Bere and rye . - 14,322 16,257 1,935 —_ 
Beans and peas - - 5,823 4,356 _ 1,467 
Total extent under |} 
Potatoes - 804,566 787,234 17,332 
Turnips - - - 294,237 297,913 | 3,676 —_ 
Mangel wurzel and _beet- 
root - - 45,749 44,021 1,728 
Cabbage’ - - 42,508 42,437 71 
Vetches and rape - - 15,011 13,038 | ~~ 1,973 
Carrots, parsnips, and 
other green crops - 32,074 35,106 3,032 | 
Total extent under 
green crops }1,234,145 1,219,749 — | 14,396 
Flax - - 113,613 113,652 39 aa 
Total under tillage -- | 2,918,703 2,868,494 — 50,209 
Meadow and clover :— 
Clover, sainfoin, and 
grasses under rotation 627,732 670,242 42,510 — 
Permanent pasture or 
grass not broken up 
in rotation - -| 1,594,248 1,517,280 = 76,968 
Total extent under 5.140.683 5.056.016 


The subjoined statement shows the number of live stock in 
Treland in each year from 1885 to 1889 inclusive :— 


| | 
Years. epepend Asses. Cattle. | Sheep. Pigs. Goats. Poultry 

| i 
1885 576,430 | 197,170 | 4,228,851 | 3,478,056 | 1,269,092 264437 | 13,850,532 
1886 578,299 | 166,245 | 4,193,924 | 3,366,043 | 1,263,142 266,176 | 13,909,822 
1887 587,234 | 199,512 | 4,157,404 | 3,377,826 | 1,408,456 271,729 | 14,460,643 
1888 595,368 | 203,152 | 4,099,195 | 3,626,669 | 1,397,825 a 14,486,400 
1889 604,102 | 206,286 | 4,004,174 | 3,789,187 | 1,380,670 308,933 | 14,856,517 


| 
| | 

| | 
| 

| 
| 


Aug. 1890.] STATISTICAL TABLES. 245 


XV.—STATISTICAL TABLES. 


I.—Corn PRIcEs. 


Return of the QUANTITIES SOLD and AvERAGE Prices of Britisn 
Corn, ImpertaL MEAsurg, as received from the Inspectors and 
Officers of Excise during the under-mentioned periods, 


Periods. Wheat. Barley. Oats. 
Quantities sold. 
q Qrs. bus. Qrs. bus. Qrs. bus. 
Week ended 5th July 1890 - 34,343 1 1148 3 3,060 2 
™ 12th ,, 9» - 31,829 2 151 3 2,464 5 
19th ,, - 28,137 1 98 7 2,650 
. » 6th, ,, -| 27,855 0 180 7 2,385 2 
July 1890 - - - - | 122,164 4 546 4 10,560 1 
Corresponding month in 1889 - | 138,603 6 2,031 6 7,693 5 
x » 1888 -| 106,549 3 624 7 3,636 0 
Average Prices. 
Week ended 5th July 1890 - 32 8 22 6 19 10 
33 2 24 2 19 4 
33 10 24 6 19 6 
» 2th  » 35 (0 25 2 19 10 
July 1890 - 338 24 7 
June 1890 - 8 25 4 19 9 
May ” - - - 32 8 28 7 19 4 
April aaa - -| 2910 29 8 18 4 
March ie - - “ 29 9 30 6 18 6 
February - 29 9 31 8 18 6 
January, - - 80 7 31 (6 18 4 
December 188 - - - 30 0 30 2 17 11 
November ,, - - 30 1 30 5 17, (1 
October a - - - 29 8 30 0 16 7 
September ,, - 29 11 29 17 47 9 
August 30 9 20 7 19 6 
July 1889 - - - 29 2 24 67 19 4 
» 1888 ° 31 10 24 3 17 3 
» 1887 34 4 27 0 17 @ 
» 1886 - - - 31 2 23 10 20 6 
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IL.—Emigration.—JuLy 1890, 


Return of the Numbers, and Destinations of the 
Passencers that left the Unirep Kinapom for PLaces out of 
Evrorre during the Month ended 31st July 1890, and the Seven 
Months ended 31st July 1890, compared with the corresponding 
Periods of the previous Year. 


Cape for 
British All 
Nationalities. United | ‘North | Austral- | of Good | other | Total. | 


States, asia. |Hopeand onding 
America. Natal, | Places. 
1889. 


Month ended 31st July. 


| 
English - - | 7,736 | 1,655 | 1,030 | 72 | | 11,834 | 22,878 
Scotch - - -{ 1,172 162 157 | 42 | 79 | 1,612 | 2095 
| 
Irish- + 3,185 158 238 | 3575 | 3595 
| 
British} | | 1075 | 1,425 758 820 | 17,021 | 18,476 
Foreigners - : 7,165 951 19 | 94 132 8,361 7,689 
| | 
Total - -j| 19,023 | 2,926 | 1444 | 852 | 1,110 | 25,540 | 26,099 
Total for corre- 
sponding 18,484 3,901 2,144 1,196 866 26,288 _ 
lonth, 7889 - 


Seven Months ended 81st July, 


English ° - | 44,463 | 11,929 8284 | 5,501 4,843 | 75,110 | 97,946 


Scotch - - ' 7,872 1,764 1,198 532 407 11,773 16,130 


Irish - . 35,470 1,069 1,387 51 203 38,180 46,616 


Total of British} | g7,905 | 14,762 | 10,869 | 6,174 | 5,458 | 125,063 | 154,692 


Foreigners - . 49,247 6,728 200 977 897 58,049 56,684 


distinguished = - 1 1,391 1,392 1,405 


Total - «+ «+ | 137,052 21,490 11,069 7,152 7,741 | 184,504 | 277,789 


Total for corre- 
150,749 27,500 15,049 8,083 9,747 | 211,788 
lonths, 1889 - | 


NotE.—The above figures, being made up at the earliest possible date after the close of each 
month, are subject to correction in the Annual Returns. 
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AND WALEs. 


Number of Recetving Orvers Gazerrep in the under-mentioned 
Periods and in the under-mentioned Principal ‘Trades and Occupations. 


| 
{ Seven months 


| a ended July 
q 1890. 1889. 1890. 1889. 
No. |° No. No. No. 
N Total gazetted - - - 326 434 2,465 2,823 
Number gazetted in principal trades and 
occupations :— 
Grocers, &e. 20 32 163 213 
Publicans and hotel keepers, &e. - 16 19 | 146 161 
Builders - - - - - 14 22 | 145 146 
Farmers - - - - 8 12°; 110 143 
Butchers « - - 13 13 93 102 
Bakers” - - - 7 17 80 84 
Boot and shoe manufacturers and dealers 18 9 77 &9 
Drapers, haberdashers, &c. - 4 17 52 75 
Tailors, - - - 2 4 46 56 
Decorators, painters, plambers. &e - 7 6 46 55 
Carpenters and joiners - - - :j 8 44 47 
Agents, commission and general - 8 9 44 of 
Clerks, commercial and ;eneral - 5 4 41 26 
Coal and coke merchants and dealers - | 7 | 9 38 40 
Provision merchants, &c. - - | 7 32 39 
Solicitors - - - 6 3 29 40 
Greengrocers, fruiterers, &e. - - 3 5 27 34 
Fishmongers, poulterers, &c. - - 4 oy) 24 33 
Clothiers, outfitters, &c. - - 1 5 22 26 
Travellers, commercial, &c. - - 1 4 22 22 
Tobacconists, &c. - - - 5 3 22 21 
Jewellers, watchmakers, importers, 
silversmiths, &c. - - 6 4 22 28 
Corn, flour, seed, hay and straw mer- 
chants and dealers - - 5 5 21 22 
Blacksmiths, farriers, &c. - - 1 5 19 16 
Milliners, dressmakers, &c. - - 1 1 18 8 
Ironmongers - - - - 1 5 18 29 
Merchants - - - - _ 4 iy 17 
Confectioners - - 3 3 17 29 
Carriage, &c. builders 3 3 17 10 
Officers in Army - - - - 2 _ 16 7 
Timber merchants and wood dealers - 2 2 16 15 
Cabinet-makers and upholsterers - 2 3 16 17 
General dealers - - . 2 2 16 16 
Lodging-house keepers - 1 7 15 10 
Stone, marble, and monumental masons | — 1 14 11 
Carriers, carmen, lightermen, ane hauliers ! 1 4 14 22 
Wheelwrights - - | 2 2 14 9 
Furniture dealers and makers - 3 13 18 
Oil and colour merchants - | 13 
Hairdressers - - 4 7 13 11 
Surgeons - - - - 4 12 
Stationers - -| = 7 12 10 
Chemists, druggists, and chemical manu- | 
facturers - - - 1 3 12 24 
Millers - - - | 2 3 12 18 
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Seven months 
nai ended July 
— 
1890. 1889. 1890. 1889. 
Number gazetted in principal trades and | No. No. No. No. 
occupations—cont. 
Accountants = - - - 2 — 12 5 
Printers and publishers - - 4 4 12 16 
Brokers, stock and share - - — 1 11 12 
Dairymen, cowkeepers, &c. - - 2 6 11 18 
Gardeners, market - - - 2 4 11 7 
Saddlers and harness makers - . 3 3 11 19 
Architects and surveyors - - 3 3 11 9 
Engineers and founders, &c. —- - 1 3 10 18 
Restaurant, coffee, and eating-house 
keepers . - - 1 2 10 17 
Fishing net, smack owners, and masters 1 2 10 14 
Wine and spirit merchants, &c. - 1 2 10 15 
Agents, financial - - - 2 1 10 5 
Auctioneers - - - - 2 5 10 34 
Tea merchants - - - 3 2 id 7 
Clerks in holy orders — - - 2 9 7 
Aérated and mineral waters manufac- 
turers - = - - 1 1 9 10 
Machinists and implement manufac- 
turers and merchants - - 2 — 9 6 
Gardeners, florists, &c. - - 3 2 9 11 
China, glass, earthenware, &c. dealers - — 4 8 15 
Woollen merchants, manufacturers, &c. 1 2 & 7 
° Brewers and beer merchants - - 1 4 8 10 
Cab, coach, and omnibus proprietors - 1 2 8 6 
Musical instrument and pianoforte key 
makers, &c. - - - 1 3 8 9 
Brick and tile makers - - . l 4 7 5 
Hosiers, glovers, &c. - - - _ 4 6 11 


IV.—Exporr or Live ANIMALS FROM [RELAND TO GREAT 

Return of the NumBer of ANIMALS exported from IRELAND to GREAT 

Brivain during the month ended 31st July 1890, and during 

the frst Seven Months of the Year 1890, compared with the corre- 


Seven months 
ended July 

Animals. 
1890. 1889. 1890. 1889. 
No. No. No. No. 
Cattle - | 30,704 | 37,374 | 258,685 | 287,562 
Sheep - - - - | 108,327 | 175,707 | 289,328 | 296,177 
Hed ‘ 14,036 | 9,877 | 352,800 | 256,490 
J : -| 1,296 970 6,692 | 5,150 
- -| 3,429] 38,672! 19,958 | 78,396 
Mules or Jennets 7 6 7 
z - -| 209 217 904 | 1,002 
Total a | 158,063 160,992 | 928,373 | 858,724 


sponding periods of the Year 1889. as 
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V.—FIsHERY STATISTICS.—ENGLAND AND WALEs. 


Statement of the Toray Quantity and of the Fisu returned 
as landed on the ENe@iisu and Wetsu Coasts trom the tishing 
grounds during the Month and Seven Months ended 
1890, compared with the corresponding Periods of the Year 1889, 


July 


| Seven Months ended 
July 1 July 
1890. | 1889. || 189. | 1889. 
QUANTITY. 
Cwts. Cuts. Cwts. Cwts. 
Brill - - ‘ - - 1,049 bd 9,215 s 
Soles - - - - - 6,325 6,781 40,579 42,158 
Turbot - 4,518 4435 29,787 31,545 
Prime fish, not separately distinguished - 5,110 8,679 $1,144 24,912 
Total prime fish 17,002 | 14,895 110,725 98,615 
Cod - - | 16,070 211,892 173,037 
Haddock - 121,203 876,985 894,893 
Herrings - - - - | 104,551 145,687 230,036 
Ling - 6,393 60,579 55,971 
Mackerel - - | 11,996 467,581 308,854 
Pilchards - - - | 2,347 14,190 18,705 
Plaice - - 51,758 305,633 338,594 
Sprats - - — | 23,795 27 
All other, except shell fish - - - 99,408 | 104,240 675,282 720,196 
Salmon - - - - : 1,553 1,395 3,398 2,547 
Total : - 474,737 434,902 2,959,241 2,808,731 
Shell fish :-— No. | No. No. No. 
Crabs - - - 559,049 | 736,947 4,148,864 4y509 125 
Lobsters - - - - 202,056 201,784 499,815 504,048 
Oysters + - - - | 2,679,000 2,390,000 22,759,000 | 75,649,060 
Cwts. | Cuts. Cwts. Cwts. 
Other shell fish - 25,621 23,977 280,426 256,793 
VALUE. 
e | ¢ 
Sc sles 86,407 || 255,048 000 
Vurhot : 13,777 || 101,579 105,636 
Prime fish, not separately distinguished - 8820 || 102,711 91584 
Total prime fish - - 59,004 ‘| 480,309 434,220 
Cod : 9,206 144,117 114s44O 
Tladdoe 38,007 461,002 381,974 
Herrings 42,696 68,298 82,312 
Ling - 4,263 43,41 43,004 
Mackerel - : 71405 359,529 208,024 
Pilchards - 845 3,760 4877 
laice - - 51,141 45,004 | 304,720 307,222 
All other, except shell fish - 63,026 72,368 470,218 493,669 
Salmon - 6,425 6,078 17,558 15,791 
Total -| 321,767 285,701 _| 2,446,913 | 2,089,887 
Shell fish :— | 
Crabs 8,180 9,061 | 48,764 43,014 
Lobsters - - 9,458 8,031 25,0380 21,044 
Oysters - : 6,407 4713 66,892 39,958 
Other shell fisb - - . 9,797 8,092 | 73,136 67,706 
Total 33,842 29897 208,822 171,719 
Total value of fish landed - | — 355.609 $75,598 | 2,655,735 2,261,606 


Nors.--The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns, _ The values given 
are the actual values returned by the local officers at each place. 
* Not distinguished previous to January 1st, 1890. 
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VI.—Fisuery 


Statement of the Toran Quantity and of the Fisa returned 
as landed on the Scotcn Coasts during the Month and Seven 
Months ended 31st July 1890, compared with the corresponding 
Periods of the Year 1889. 


| July | Seven ven Moths ended 
| 1890, | 1889. | | 1890. | 1889. 
QUANTITY. 

Cwts. Cuts. | Cwts. | Cwts. 
Soles Gemen Soles) - 2,176 15436 9,541 8,568 
Turbot - =| 429 | 400 | 8,822 | 3749 

< -| 15,946 26,746 357,956 408,846 
Eel - - 447 | 10,599 10,863 
Flounder, Plaice, Brill = - - - 3,949 5,036 | 43,097 42,614 
Haddock - ° - 21,266 27,911 466,693 466,648 
Herrings - | 1,237,993 1,325,074 | 1,833,222 4,900,77 
Lin; - - - 6,936 | 10,087 | 143,063 123,529 
Mackerel - - - . 73 130 114 207 
Saith (Coal Fish) . - ‘| 11,787 | 6,918 86,850 67,924 
Skate - - 1,989 | 1,545 46,267 41,372 
Sparlin; - - -| | 2 28 25 
Torsk (Tusk) -| 474 | 818 8,215 10,938 
Whiting - 4,976 5,031 39,937 | 34,593 
All except shell fish - - 4,944 | 5,759 52,563 | 45503 
Total - - | 1,815,819 | 7,478,237 3,121,205 | 3,791,958 
Shell fish :— No. No. No. | No. 

-| 155,910 499,000 || 2,167,481 | 2,944,500 

Lobsters - - 38,256 40,500 | 

Oysters - - 1,300 64,201 169,100 

Cwts. Cuts. |  Cwis. Cwts, 

Clams - - = 265 || 18,192 9,760 

Mussels - - 6,275 5,834 | 79,987 | 2, 

Other shell fish - - - 2,697 3,914 i 36,922 | 85,555 

VALUE, 
2... £ £ 

Soles (Lemon Soles) - - - - 2,730 1,895 14,883 12,234 
Turbot 1,076 1,364 8,879 10,499 
Eel - 252 2 5,258 5,275 
Flounder, Plaice, Brill : oe Sey 3,503 4,145 | 38,218 29,948 
Haddock - - 11,271 12,092 212,398 180,107 
Halibut ° 1,831 39 | 17,291 | 17,385 
Herrings - - - 254,716 228,433 || 417,735 380,092 
in: - 1,920 3,007 44,603 42,333 
- - - 55 80 1514 
Saith (Coal Fish) 1,525 1,054 10,516 | 8,908 
Skate - 299 | oes | 8,586 
Sparli - - : 11 31 | 120 
Torsk (Tusk) - - - - 71 138 1,269 1,051 
Whit 2,112 1,574 16,379 12,398 
All except shell fish 635 960 9,984 8,725 
Total - 286,848 263,090 || 925,797 860,164 

Shell fish 
Crabs - 721 927 11,135 10,700 
Lobsters - 1,703 1,055 16,946 14.978 
ters - 8 716 | 736 
ms - 40 1,954 1,394 
Mussels - - - - - 406 329 4,772 5.459 
Other shell fish - - - - 582 805 6,256 6,465 
Total - 3,412 3,764 || 41,779 39,782 
Total value of fishlanded - 290,260 266,854 | 967,576 | 899,946 


NoteE.—Ti above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns, 


{ 
| 
| 
| 
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VIL—Fisuery Sratisrics.—I RELAND. 


SrateMeEnt of the ToraL Quantity and of the Fisa returned 
as landed on the IrisH Coasts during the Month and Seven Months 
ended 31st July 1890, compared with the corresponding Periods 
of the Year 1889. 


July Seven ended 
1890. | 1889. 1890. 1889. 
QUANTITY. 
Cwts. Cuts. || Cwts. Cwts. 
4 Soles 363 | 402 | 2,810 2,792 
Turbet - - 81 | 83 684 987 
Total prime fish - - 444 485 i 3,494 3,729 
- - 1,351 | 1,339 26,774 80,932 
Haddock - - 1359 | 8,192 6.394 
Hake - - - - - 1,033 1,124 3,091 45423 
Herrings - - - : - - 20,648 | 28,082 50,582 61,784 
Ling - - - 1,453 | 1,588 11,983 15,044 
Mackerel - 7,620 | 4784 408,625 684 
hiting - - 980 977 6,710 6,812 
All other, except shell fish - 5,949 6,764 | 39,156 45,008 
Total - - - 51,354 46,529 || 560,184 570,282 
| i 
Shell fish :— No. {| No. No. No. 
Crabs - - 59,050 30,565 154,340 206,255 
Lobsters 58,400 107,927 | 114.895 207,401 
Cwts. Cuts. Cwts. Cwts. 
Other shell fish . : : . 1,082 796 5,740 10,109 
VALUE, 
Soles 1,307 1,369 | 10,893 10,778 
Turbot - 286 259 || 2,223 8,064 
Total prime fish 1,593 | 1,623 13,116 13,842 
Haddock - - - 876 552 5,499 5,228 
Hake - - 657 579 | 2,646 2,722 
Herrings - 12,675 8,395 | 24,926 21,905 
Mackerel - - 2,532 1,498 | 174,479 126,374 
Sprats - - - - 1 47 || 1 231 
Whiting - - 460 406 | 3,376 3,550 
All other, except shell fish - ° e 3,218 3,097 || 20,122 17,198 
Total - - 23,178 17,279 260,354 | 278,767 
Shell fish :— 
Lobsters - 1,710 2,570 3,952 5,740 
Oysters - - | 3 1,059 
Other shell fish - 172 124 | 1,545 
Total - - 2171 | 2866 | 6,188 9.436 
Total value of fish landed - 25,349 | 20,145 | 266,542 | 923,208 


Note.—The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns. The values given 


are the actual values returned by the local officers at each place. 


VIIL—Cortron Retrurns.—Juty 1890. 
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Rerun of the NumpBen of Bates of Corron Importep and Exporrep, 
Forwarpep from Ports to [INLAND Towns, and Rerurnep to 
Porrs during the Month and Seven Months ended 31st July 1890, 
compared with the corresponding Months of the Year 1889. 


Month of Seven Months ended 
July July 
1890. 1889 | 1890. 1889. 
Imports. 
a 
| No. No. No. No. 
American ‘ 38,394 49,056 1,412,281 1,614,292 
12,247 6,178 93,167 117,642 
73,605 80,199 435,540 495,142 
Egyptian = - 3,087 644 116,333 129,618 
8,109 3,929 42,871 39,665 
Total i 135,442 140,003 2,100,192 2,396,359 
Exports. 
American 6,796 | 19,369 || 129,655 187,556 
Brazilian - Wo, 2,077 4,727 33,409 
East Indians - 12,594 30,451 | 122,380 172,341 
tian - 1,042 | 50 || 8,174 7,607 
Miscellaneous - 1,647 | 2,517 |! 10,217 12,758 
Total - 22,189 54,464 | 268,153 413,671 
Forwakpep from Ports to Inranp Towns. 
American - - 185,957 166,581 | 1,593,415 1,596,607 
Brazilian - 9,096 8,274 65,945 74,662 
East Indian - 24,347 19,835 159,215 131,182 
Egyptian - 15,389 14,863 131,799 124,773 
Miscellaneous - 6,015 6,305 67,043 65,914 
Total - 240,804 | 215,858 2,017,417 1,993,138 
Forwarpep from InLanp Towns to Ports. 
American - | 151 469 2,144 2,600 
East Indian 20 
Egyptian - 29 59 
Miscellaneous 38 340 
Total - 189 471 2,985 2,679 
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[X.—Periopican Returns or Imports AND Exports. 


STATEMENT of the Imporrs and Exports info and from the under- 
mentioned Countries in the latest Month for which Returns 
have been received, with Aggregates for the period of the Year, 
including such latest Month, 


Note.—Rouble = 2s. ; ; Franc = 9, 
Drachme = 9,',d.; L. Eg 


, Milreis = 4s. 6d.; Lire = 9,%,d. 
Os. 10d. ; Dollar = 4s. 2d. 


I.—Ivports. 
rine 
Name of Country. | Month, 
‘ 1890. | 1889. 1890. 1889. 
Russia in Europe April -| Roubles 30,125,000 | 32,427,000 105,446,000 118,400,000 
France - -| May -| Frs. - 450,513,000 | 443,998,000 || 1,918,806,000 | 7,837,769,000 
Portugal - -| May -| Milreis- 4,636,000 8,952,000 18,498,000 16,999,000 
Italy - - -| June -| Lire — - 109,961,000 | 773,862,000 686,576,000 | 646,960,000 
Greece -| May Drehms. 7,753,000 37,502,000 
2 April -| L. Egypt 685,000 606,000 2,556,000 2,244,000 
{ May - » 622,000 | 509,000 3,178,000 | 9,758,000 
United States -| June - | Dollars - 75,462,000 | 67,209,000 411,153,000 392,339,000 
British India* - -| May” -| Rupees - 5,73,27,600 | 5,97,82,042 10,84,81,522 |  17.73,42,059 
If.—Exports. 
Russia in Europe - April - | Roubles 60,670,000 | 59,073,000 || 188,307,000 195,538,000 
France - -| May -| Frs. - 384,822,000 | 358,629,000 || 1,580,210,000 | 7,464,325,000 
Portugal - -| May -] Milreis- — 1,868,000 1,694,000 8,833,000 9,417,000 
Italy - -| June Lire’ - 66,801,000 | 79,055,000 428,828,000 484,494,000 
Greece - May Drehmns. 6,847,000 32,666,000 
April -| L. Egypt 597,000 141,000 3,814,000 4,605,000 
May - 645,000 498,000 | 4,459,000 5,408,000 
United States -| June - | Dollars- 52,068,000 | 48,268,000 |] 392,434,000 361,684,000 
British India* -| May - | Rupees- 9,93,87,902 | 989,738,077 | 21,30,05,753 19,06,80,669 


The above figures are subject to revision in the Annual Returns. 


Notg.— The figures are those of the “special” imports and exports, except inthe case of 
“Special ” means, in the 


the United Stdtes and British India, where the figures are “ general.” 
ease of imports, imports for home consumption, in the ¢ 


produce and manufacture only. 
* The aggregate figures sre for the financial year commencing ist April. 


vase of exports, exports of domestic 
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X.—Foreten TRADE OF 


Imports and Exports into and from Britrisu Inp1a. 


Imports from Foreign Exports to Foreign 
Countries. Countries,* 
— Two Months ended Two Months ended 
3ist May 31st May 
1890. | 1889. 1890. | 1889. 
R. R, R. | R. 
| | 
I.—Animals—living - 18,425 43,817 | 1,96,231 171097 
| 
IL.—Articles offood and drink |  1,29,82,586 1,33,21,925 |  4,65,67,289, 4v4412,258 
| 
IIL.—Metals, and Manufactures of— 
A.—Hardware and Cutlery 
(including plated-ware) 18,66,962 20,77,203 18,250 17,601 
B—Metals - 73,53,214 81,29,718 77,737 1,01,421 
C.—Machinery and mill-work 41,25,714 45,12, 727 5 
D.—Railway plant and 
rolling-stock (other than 
Government stores) 52,51,092 21,21,520 
IV.—Chemicals, drugs, medicines 
and narcotics, and dyeing 
and tanning materials - 20,34,707 20,138,637 2,00,71,805 2,23,71,422 
V.—Oils - - 46,63,843 41,44;044 12,09,133 14194831 
ViI.—Raw materials. and unmanu- 
factured articles - - 70,86,511 82,416,790 | 11,15,21,548 9,08,21,833 
Vil.—Articles manufactured and 
partly manufactured— 
A.—Yarns and textile fabrics} 5,40,25,980 6,16,05,359 1,88,48,076 1,69,16,767 
B.—Apparel - - - 20,08,927 19,85,264 1,98,925 2,060,264 
C.—Other articles manu- | 
factured - - - 90,683,561 91;70,055 | 70,15,546 64,938,857 
ToTaAL - 10,84,81,522 | 77,73,42,059 | 20,57,24,545 18,30,04,054 
| 
| | 


* Exports of Indian Produce and Manufacture only. 
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LIST OF DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR REPORTS. 


New Series. 


Revorrs of the Annual Series, 1890, have been issued from Her Majesty’s 
Diplomatic and Consular Officers at the following places, and may be obtained from 
Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, Kast Harding Street, Fleet Street, &c. 


No. Price.J No. Price.] No. Price. 
632 | Adrianople | 14d. 678 Manila - -| 1d. 723 Caracas - -| 1d. 
633 | Rome - - | lid. | 679 Tamsui - -  1d.]724 Mogador - 4. 
634 | Santiago - 4d. Kiungchow - | 725 Tientsin - - 
635 | Tahiti - -| 4d.] 681 Swatow - | 1d. 726; Foochow - 
636 | Maranham - 4d. 682 Stettin - 6d.) 727 Portau Prince- | 4d. 
637 Mexico - - | 2d.] 683 | Bordeaux - 2hd. 1728, Callao - e| Id. 
633 | Christiania -| 1d. 68 Port Said - - 729 Puerto Plata 4d. 
639 | Copenhagen - | 1d. 685 Coquimbo- - 4d. 730 | San Francisco -| 1d. 
640 | Paris - | 1d. 686 Warsaw 1d. 731 | Philadelphia - | 23d. 
641 | Venice -| 687 Ichang” - | 1d. | 732 | Pakhoi Id. 
642 | Cherbourg id. 688 Wenchow - 1d. 4733) Bilbao - -| 1d. 
643 | New York - -| 1d. 689 Trebizond - -| 4d. 734-| Dunkirk - 1d. 
644 | Patras - 1d. | 690 | Damascus 1d. 735 | Vienna -, ld. 
645 | Bourgas - | 691 Savannah 736 Nantes - - | 
646 | St. Petersburg 3d. (Georgia) -| 1d.] 737 Paramaribo -! Id. 
647 | Taganrog - - | 4d. 4692 Barcelona - | 24d. 738 | Honolulu 4d. 
648 | Baltimore - | 14d. 693 Santos -| 1d. 739 | Chicago - Yd. 
649 | New Orleans -| 2d. 694 San José - -| Id. 740 | Séul «| 
650 | New Orleans -| 695 Batavia - 1d. 741 | Brindisi - | lid. 
651 | Samos - d, 696 Genoa - - | 1)d. | 742 | Mozambique 1d, 
652 | Buda Pesth - | 697 Calais. - -| 743 Caldera and | 

653 | Tripoli. - - d. 698 Marseilles -| 1d. Lota - 1d. 
654 | Buenos Ayres - 699 Brest - - 1d. 74 | Nice - - 14d. 
655 | Paris - Lisbon - | 23d. 1745 | Aleppo - id 
656 | Cherbourg - -| 701 Leghorn - -| 24.1746 Hakodate -! Id. 
657 | Warsaw d, 702 Rio Grande do Sul | ld. | 747 New York 2d, 
658 | Rome - | 1id.] 703) Tainan” - + | 1d. 748 | Cagliari - Id 
659 | Saigon - 704 Kewkiang - -| 4d.] 749 | San Salvador - 1d. 
660 | Buenos Ayres - |  Fiume -| 1d. 750 | Gothenburg - 2d, 
661 | Galveston - - | 1d. 706 Odessa - - 2d. 1751 | Nagasaki - «| 
662 | Galata - 1}d.] 707) Suakim - -| 4d. 1752 Sofia - - 84d. 
663 | Antwerp - 1d.] 708 Hankow - 4d.]753| Meshed - -| Id. 
664 | Boston 709 Amoy 1d. | 754 Yokohama - | 
665 | Madeira - -| 4d. ]710 Buda Pesth | 755 Shanghai 
666 | New Hebrides” - 711 Corunna - 756 Lisbon - id. 
667 | Riga 1d. 712 Mogador - - | 2d. | 757 | Teneriffe 4d. 
668 | Charleston - -| Id. [713 Cadiz - - 758 Noumea d. 
669 | Algiers -| 2d. 714 Cadiz - - 1d. 759) Tahiti - d, 
670 | Stuttgart - 1d¢,]715 RiodeJaneiro - | Bushire - 
671 | Havre - 8d. 9716 Newchwanys 761 Frankfort- - 2d. 
672 | The Pireus 1d. Chinkiang, - 4d. #762 Palermo - - 2d. 
673 | Syra - -| 1d. San Francisco - 6d. 1763 Guatemala «| 
674 | Boulogne - 1d. 719 Bussorah Smyrna - 4d, 
675 | Taganrog - - | 2d.] 720) Beyrout - - 1d.1765 Munich - -| 
676 | Wuhu - - 4d.] 721 Adrianople 4d, 

877 | Batoum - ld, 722 Nantes 4d. 

| | 
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The following Reports from Her Majesty’s Representatives abroad on subjects of 
general and commercial interest have also been issued, and may be obtained from 
the above-mentioned sources :— 


No. 


Price. 


Notes by Her Majesty’s Consul-General at nieunenl on a Consular tour 


in North Italy - - - - ‘ 
Report on the Port of Vera Cruz and the works in progress for its 


Further Report on the Liquor Traffic Legislation i in the United States - 
Ttaly.— Report on the Sicilian Vintage of 1889 - - - - 


Sweden.—Reports on Telephone Systems at Stockholm and Gothenburg 
Chile.—Report and Translation of the Mining Laws of Chile - - 
Chile.—Report on European Emigration to Chile - = - 
France.—Report on the French Councils of Prud’hommes_ - - - 


Switzerland.—Report on Swiss Legislation respecting Compulsory In- 
surance and other Measures for Benefiting the Working Classes - 
Germany.—Notes on the “Transitory Provisions” of the Law of 
Insurance against Old Age and Infirmity 7 . - - 
Russia.—Report on Intermediate and Elementary Technical Education 
in Russia - - - - - - 
Austria-Hungary.— Report on Education in Hungary - - - 
France.—-Report on the Manufacture of Perfumes at Nice - - 
Argentine Republic—Notes on the Division of Lands in the Yerna 


Colony for Guidance of Agricultural Immigrants - : - 
Guatemala.—Notes on a Disease that has attacked the Coffee Plant = - 
Peru.—Report on the Auriferous Deposits of Peru - - 
Sweden and Norway.—F€urther Report on the Telephone Systems at 


France.—Report on Labour Agitation and Recent Strikes in France = - 
Me.xico.— Report on Railway Concessions in Mexico - - 
Germany.—Keport on the Beer and Brewing Industries of Bavaria - 
Argentine Republic.—Report on Emigration to the Argentine Republic 
Italy.—Report on the Yield of Cocoons in Italy in 1889 - . 
United States.—Report on the Constitution, Attributes, and Legal Status 
of “ Trusts ” in the United States ~ - . ~ 
Russia.—Report on the Russian Steam Navigation and Trading Company 
France.—Report on the Productiveness and Quality of mye and Raisin 
Spain.— Further Report on the Mineral of the Island of Cuba 
Brazil.—Decrees affecting the Formation, &c. of Public Companies 
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